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C ourts-Martial Possible

;critics of the }
. war. Thelrvrez

+ seribed as “the
. mittee" in No
and refused

the men as soon
maining pnhone\ ;
. from Hanoi.

“military men scheduled to
be returned from Hanoi to-
-day had been captured in
the south. :

At various times, as many
. as 15 enlisted men and offi-
cers. captured in the south
« have signed the . same
“anti-war statement. The
most notable was a message
to Congress in June, 1972,
urging the legislators to “‘ex-
.ercise your constitutional
power to force the adminis-
tration to return to Paristo
negotiage” an end fo the
‘war.
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of 'the
Peace commmee " whose
anti-war messages have

“y ﬁxggnﬁweﬁ in tane

arshin tone.

In July, 1971, for example,
according to a broadcast on |
the Hanoi radio, Army Spe-
cialist 4 Michael P. Branch
who is scheduled to be re- |
turned today, described him-
. self as a deserter and said:

“I have disassociated my-
self from the military. I
have taken it upon myself to
desert and cross over to the
side of the South Vietnamese
people on May 4, 1968.”
Army officials said that
Branch, of Highland




"I carmot support the kill-
ing of: innocent Vietnamese
men, women and children,
or the destruction of their
- beautiful country,” the tape
‘went' on. *“‘My conscience
tells me it is wrong to kill —
the Bible tells' me it is
wrong. Most imiportant, my
mother and father have

taught me it is wrong to kill .

or harm anyone.’.
Pentagon sources said

take to it.” -
‘The reported activitles of |

the eight have angered
many senior military offi-
cials in the Pentagon who
tant to discuss the prisoner
issue over the last few
weeks. |

INTERVIEW

One officer complained
during an interview that the
White House had refused
to let the Pentagon make
a public statement condemn-
ing the activities of the
‘“‘peace committee,” he said
have generally been reluc-

the apparent reason was a
fear ‘that adverse publicity
' the Pprisoner issue would
‘erode congressional support
dministration’s pro-

- billion - dollar
for North Viet-




