120 War Protesters Are Seized
Over Sit-In at Capitol’s Rotunda

NYTimes

WASHINGTON, May 16 —
With the sounds of antiwar and
religious songs echoing through
the Rotunda, about 120 persons
were arrested here today when
they refused to end a sit-in in
the Capitol.

Those arrested were from
Clergy and Laymen Concerned
and included several priests and
nuns. i

William Sloane Coffin,
chaplain of Yale University, and
Dr. Benjamin Spock, pediatri-
cian and antiwar activist, also
were among those arrested.

More than 500 persons have
come to Washington for what
Mr. Coffin described as “a per-
|sistent presence on ‘Capitol
Hill.” Members of the group
.|plan lobbying activities, as well
as other demonstrations, in the
next few days.

The sit-in in the Rotunda
began just before 3 P.M., after
members of the group had met
with various members of Con-
gress. One small group was
evicted from the Senate gal-
leries when they shouted “end
the war” during the session.

The demonstration lasted
nearly three hours, during
which the antiwar protestors
prayed, sang religious and

-|peace’ songs and listened to
speeches. When Capitol Police
Chief James M. Powell told
them they were under arrest,
they continued singing.

Virtually all cooperated with
the arresting officers. They
were booked on charges of un-
lawful entry.

New Actions Planned

The Capitol sit-in was the
only major demonstration here
today. Lobbying for antiwar
legislation continued to in-
crease, however, and several
| groups announced plans for ac-
tions.'

A group of about 80 stu-
dents and faculty from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and
about 70 from Johns Hopkins
University met with members
of congress. The national stu-
dent lobby, one of the groups
|coordinating the lobbying ef-
forts, said more colleges were
|expected to send delegations
in the next few days.

Leaders of several labor un-
ions announced details this af-
ternoon of a convention set for
late June in St. Louis to or-
| ganize Labor for Peace, a new
antiwar group. The labor lead-
‘lers, including officials of the
United Auto Workers, the
Teamsters, and the American
Federation of State, County,
and Municipal Employees, said
they expect 1,000 delegates at
the organizing convention.

Leaders of the antiwar March
. |planned for this Sunday said
this morning that negotiations
for permits for the demonstra-
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