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Democratic war critic:s
last night attacked Presi-
dent Nixon’s latest move
on Vietnam in the most
scorching language heard
on Capitol Hill since the
Cambodia crisis two years
ago, but Republicans ral-
lied to Mr. Nixon’s sup-
port.

In Lincoln, Neb., Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
George S. McGovern said:

“This new escalation is
reckless, umnecessary and
unworkable. It is a f}irtation
with World War III. It will
not save American livgs, it
wili claim more American
lives; it will not ;elease
American prisoners, it only
tightens the locks on th€l£
cells . . . the ony purpose of
this dangerous new course is
to keep General Thieu in
power a little longer., arza
perhaps to save Mr. Nixon’s

face alittle longer.”

In Omaha, Neb., Senator
Hubert H. Humphrey
(Dem-Minn.), another lead-
ing Democratic presidential
candidate, suspended all fur-
ther campaigning to return
to Washington for consulta-
tions with congressional
leaders on how to counteract
the President’s new policies.

“I cannot and do not sup-
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port the President’s action.
The course he has taken is
filled with unpredictable
danger,” Humphrey said.
He called the President’s ac-
tion “a serious escalation’
of the war requiring imme-
diatecongressionalre-
sponse.

Senator Edmund $. Mu-
skie (Dem-Maine), still a
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though not actively cam-
paigning in the primaries,
said, “The. President has
told us tonight that his poli-
¢y in Indochina has failed,
and that in order to redeem
it he is escalating American
military involvement. He is
risking a major confronta-
tion with the Soviet Union
“and with China, and he is
thus jeopardizing the major
Security interests of the
United States. This danger-
ous step is not the way to
end the war or protect our
troops, it is not the road to
beace.”
KENNEDY

“The mining of Haiphon is
a futile military gesture that
demonstrates the despera-
tion of the President’s Indo-
ching policy,” said Senator
Edward M. Kennedy (Dem-
Mass.). “I think hig decision
Is ominous and I think it is
folly.”

Senator Henry M. Jackson’
(Dem-Wash.) declined com-
ment on Mr. Nixon’s state-
ment until he had hagq time
to study it further, and Gov-
ernor Gerge Wallace (Dem-
Ala.) said only, “I hope the
decision was the right deci-
sion.”

Defending Mr. Nixon ’s
new  policies, Senate GOP
whip Robert Griffin (Rep-
Mich.) called it “strong
medicine but lecessary. . .
in reality, he had no choice.
I fully support the Presi-
dent’s decision to saféguard
American lives as our with-
drawal continues.”

House GOP leader Gerald
R. Ford (Rep-Mich.) said,
“The President is generous
in his bid for beace, but firm
in his determination that we
will not surrender. The only
way left to end the Vietnam
war is to deprive the enemy

of the supplies he needs to

continue the invasion.”

"House Republican whip
Leslie C. Arends (Rep-II1.)
said Mr. Nixon’s “hold ac-.
tion ... demands nothing
less than total national unity
if we are to prevail -, .

Representative John Ash-
brook (Rep-Ohio), the con-
servative congressman seek-
ing the presidential nomina-
tion against Mr. Nixon,
against the North Vietnam.
ese “too little, too late’ and
“more symbolic than tacti-
cal.”

The White House, mean.
while, reported that its tele-
phone lines were tied up
with calls overwhelmingly in .
favor of Mr. Nixong’ newest
moves.

Senator George D. Aiken
(Rep-Vt.) said, “I wag very
well pleased, but I'm less
pleased with the operations
of Russia and North Viet-
nam. I suppose the Pregi-
dent is trying to impress
upon them the possibility of
meaningful  discussions. I
doubt the blockade will have
very much effect on the
present battle. But the
thought of turning over 17
million South Vietnamese is
a kind of hideous thought

- I certainly don’t like
Russia’s part in this deal.”

Strong statements of oppo-
sition came from Senators
Harold Hughes (Dem-Iowa)
and Walter Mondale (Dem-
Minn.). “A national trage-
dy,” said Hughes. “Danger-
ous escalation — it sounds to
me like an act of aggressive
warfare without any legal
authority whatsoever. Tt
brings into confrontation the
three big powers of the
earth — demonstrates the
complete and total failure of

‘our Vietnamization pro-

gram.”

Said Mondale, “The Presi-
dent has managed to con-
vert a battle in which our jn-
terests were mnot involved
into a scary international
confrontation ... The policy
of so-called Vietnamization
is an absolute and utter fai]-
ure.”

Senator Frank Church
(Dem-Idaho), the sponsor of
a pending Senate provision
cutting off funds forall U.S,
combat operations in Viet-
nam after December 31,
said, “The President has
acted out of desperation. Hig
blockade ups the ante in a
very dangerous way.”

But Church said it ap-
peared to him the President
had “dramatically softeneqd’’
his minimum conditions for
peace by promising a U.S.
withdrawal four months aft-
er release of prisoners and a
cease-[ire.



