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Ohio Rests Case
Indicted in Kent

for First of 25
State Disorders

By HOMER

Special to The New York Times

RAVENNA, Ohio, Nov. 24—
After calling only five wit-
nesses, the state suddenly rest-
ed its case today against the
first of 25 persons indicted in|
the 1970 campus disorders that
resulted in the killing of four
Kent State University students
by the Ohio National Guard.

One of the witnesses, David
R. Helming, a volunteer fire-
man, swore that the defendant,
Jerry Rupe, a 23-year-old san-
dal ‘maker, was among three
persons who assaulted him dur-
ing the burning of the Reserve
Officer Training Corps building
on the campus at Kent on May
2, 1970, two days before the
fatal clash between students
and National Guardsmen.
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Mr. Riupe, a Ravenna resi-|[oped t
dent who was not a student,| ° AELEmID) &9 —_ Lo
is charged with arsonm, first- Unable to Identify Rupe - -1}
degree rioting, slashing a fire] Two university officials who

hose, and throwing stones at
firemen during the burning of
the building.

Mr. Helming said that he
had watched the three persons
flip burning rags from a long
wooden stick through the brok-
en windows of the R.O.T.C.
building.

He testified that when he
had reached a window with a
firehose, Mr. Rupe struck him
with the stick, knocked him to
the ground and jumped on him
while the others wrenched the
hose from his grasp and ran
off with it.

Concedes Back Was Turned

The fireman conceded that
his back had been turned when
Mr. Rupe allegedly struck him.
But he angrily insisted under
cross-examination that Mr.Rupe
was the assailant. :

He said he had been watch-
ing Mr. Rupe for several min-
utes before the assault and was
certain that “Rupe had the
club.”

Kent State students among
the courtroom  spectators
groaned derisively at this and
were admonished by the bailiffs

Only one other witness was
able to place Mr. Rupe among
thel,000 youthful demonstra-
tors who were present at the
burning of the building.

This witness was an under-
cover campus policeman, Wil-
liam Robert Maxwell, who had
mingled with the crowd wear-
ing Levi’s and a rough jacket.

Mr. Maxwell said he was able
to recognize Mr. Rupe because
the defendant had been under
surveillance for two weeks as
a suspected pusher of drugs.
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