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A United States infa ntry
company in which six
men reportedly balked at
going out on a night am-
bush patrol was removed
today from Artillery Sup-
port Base Pace on the
Cambodian border.

Major General Jack J.
Wagstaff, commander of U.S.
forces in South Vietnam’s
Third Military Region, .sald:
he replaced the company be-
cause of ‘“‘the possible harm |
it eould do to company mo-I
rale and in line with nvor.ma-lg
rotation policy.”

The base is a mile south of
the border and six miles
south of the Cambodian town
of Krek, where there has
!been heavy fighting.
| The troops of a company of
the First Batallion, 12th Ii:l-
fantry, First Air Cavalry Di-
visiow, have been under Com-
munist shelling attacks for
two weeks at Pace. Nearly 30
GIs have been wounded.

Field reports said that on
Saturday afternoon seven
men from Bravo company
went on patrol and six of
them walked into a minefield
apparenily laid as an am-
bush by other U.S. troops or
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South Vietnamese.

The reports said the mines, .

set to explode automatically
when tripped, did not go off,
and the patrol returned un.
harmed. Other unitg at Pace
denied leaving the ampush
in place.

Military  spokesmen said
that at dusk Saturday s
12-man patrol was ordered to
set up an ambush outside
Pace, 75 miles northwest of
Saigon on Highway 922. A
spokesman for the U.S, Third
Regional Assistance Com-
mand, which controls the
base, said:

“Some of the members ex-
pressed a desire not to go.
Their company commander
repeated the order, and the
men prepared to move out
when they learned that an
{ARVN (Army of the Republie
; of Vietnam) element hed al-
{ready manned the position.
At this point the order was
withdrawn and no further ac-
tion was taken.” ”

The initial field reports
from Pace, where a U.S. ar-
tillery battery is protected by
an ARVN company that was
bolstered by 90 American in-
fantrymen two weeks ago,
said that after the men re-
fused to go on patrol the U.S.
commander issued direct jy-
dividual orders to six.

All six refused, the reports
said, and ‘the commandet
:gave up and called off the ac-
tion because of “bad weath-
er.” But Vietnamese units
. went out the sam night,
they said. ;

Yesterday Lt. Col. Robers
J. McCaffee, the operations
officer for Artillery Support
Base Pace, said the men had
not actually refused an order

,to move out on the night am-
| bush.

| He said the men hag
| plained about going opp SO

before it came to the -t’ but

e
whether they would refy Sset :If
rorder or not, the patroy s

| cancelled.

. “The captain never
! give any order,” said MQC af-
| fee. “It never reacheq th
point where the men, Werg
ready to move out. Thee
were bitching durin thz
; planning session and the Pla-
i toon leader got indications
‘that some of them might re-
ifuse.

“The next day, the .
people moved out witgm:
reinforced squad on day.
Light patrol,” McCaffea Saig
“So they overcame it >* ’

The U.S. commang s
| yesterday an investi ats

‘team has been sent fo %‘17:
| base.

| More than 60 GIs at Paca
| were reported to have Sent 5
gpetition to Senator Edwayrg
M. Kennedy (Dem-Magg y
saying they would not Patyg)
any more and demanding im.
mediate withdrawal,

In Washington, Kennea}.
i called for an immediate in.
" vestigation of the incident

“Any refusal by Ameri.;gah

isoldiers to engage in com.
‘bat is a cause of extremely
| serious concern,” Kenuedy
|said in a statement. ¢«
events described in the Pregg
reports demand an Immeg;.
ate ' investigation and fuiy
explanation by the Nixon ad-
minisfration . . .

“I am also concerned OVer
the fact that the episode ap.-
parently took place along the
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Cambodian border.”



