COURT CONTACTS
ANTOAR OFFCER

U.S. Air Force Panel Finds
" Captain Guilty in B'ri,-taiq.,
—Defense Plans Appeal.

°. By BERNARD WEINRAUB
Special to The New York Times

LAKENHEATH, England,July
13—A United States Air Force
court-martial
Thomas S. ‘Culver guilty today
of having tiake part in an:anti-
war demonstration in Lohdon
on May 31 In violation of mili-
tary regulations. W

The eight-man panel also conc
victed him of charges of having
incited other servicemen to join
in demonstrating.’

Captain ~ Culver, the first
American officer accused of
participating “in an . antiwar
demonstration in Britain, stood
impassively before the court as
the verdict was announced. He
saluted the court president, Col.
Eugene Traendly, of Woodside,
Queens, and walked stiffly to
his seat. Several  young

American ‘women-in the court-

room burst into. tears.
““My God, It'll: take a hunk

out of my life,” Captain Culver|

said moments later. “But I'm

not sorry for what I did. I did
something right. I'm proud of
it.’l & " N .

The court is to-take up Cap-

- tain Culver’s sentence t0omorrow
after the appearance of char-
acter witnesses. Captain Culver,

u 32-year-old legal officer from|
Westfield N.'J., faces a maxi-|

mum sentence of - four years’
imprisonment, dishonorable dis-

found . Capt.|
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charge and iqfa‘{ forfeiture of
The stocky Air Force officer

" said he would appeal the ver-

dict to the military and- Fed-
eral court' systems. The ‘case]
will be reviewed at Third Air
Force . Headquarters at South
Ruislip Air Force Base in Eng-
land, with further appeals ex-
pected to the Air Force court
of Military Review in Wash-
ington and the military’s high-
est .court, the three-man Court
of Military Appeal.

Should those appeals fail,
Captain Culver said, the case
would be taken to the Federal
courts and may reach the Su-
preme Court. Edward Sherman,
a University of Indiana law
professor, is expected to de-
fend Captain Culver. Mr. Sher-
man, a specialist in military|
justice, was one of Captain Cul-
ver’s lawyers at the court-
martial, at the request of the

_American Civil Liberties Union.

Petitions to U.S. Embassy

Captain Culver was accused
of violating a military regula-
tion that states: ‘“Members of
the ‘Air Force are prohibited
from participating in . demon-
strations in a foreign country.”
The: Air Force also charged

that' Captain Culver had “so-|

licited other military ‘person-
nel”. to take part in the Lon-
don protest, in which 300 serv-
icemen walked from Hyde
Park’s Speaker’s Corner to the
American Embassy to hand in
antiwar petitions. The service-
men then boarded buses for an
antiwar rock concert and show

cer and one of Captain Cul-
ver's lawyers who said insum-
ming up the défense case: -

different today than 25 years
ago. 'Theylre better educated,
more aware of what’s going
on. They came to London in a
relaxed casual manner, in a
peaceful ‘way,. to present peti-

right to petition for a redress
of grievances.’ - .

Summation by Defense

Speaking slowly, with a soft
Tennessee |drawl, Captain Wes-
son asked|the jury: “Is there
a reasonable doubt about this
case? How| will you feel about
this tomorrow night, next week
when you’re on the golf. course,
on. leave‘\.;r}ghat about -the mext
court-martial? Are you going
to think about Captain Cul-
ver?” :
- Captain | Wesson concluded
by quoting President Nixon,
who_said at graduation cere-
monies q;;Ehe Air Force Aca-
demy on June 4, 1969:. “I be-
lieve that every man now- in
‘uniform ‘is{a citizen first and
'a serviceman second, and that
we must' resist any attempt to
isolate or separate the defen-
ders from the defended.”

The prosgcutor, Capt. Frank-

argued . that ' the defendant
ir Force personnel”
cenheath ~Air - Force
: , May 24, distributing
circulars that advertised the
May 31 protest in London.
“Such’ solicitation was con-
duct unbecoming wan -officer,”

at Victoria Park. ]
Today’s verdiet followed a

plea by ‘Capt. Frank S. Wes-
son, a 32-year-old career offi-.

.‘Our servicemen are a lot

tions, as |they’re allowed. It
was - an - -exercise - of -First-
Amendment rights. It was the

lin A. Luna, of Clemsen, S. C.,|

Captain Luna, who is from the|.
16th Air I:once Headquarters |

Associated Press.
“AFTER  VERDICT: Air
Force Capt:. Thomas Cul-
;ver at court at Laken-
heath, England, yesterday.

in Torrejon, Spain, told the|
court. “He planned to go tol
that demonstration, he “went,|
he donned an 'armband;, he
identified . himself “with® the
group. What happened at Hyde
Park, at.the American Embass
at Victoria Park, constituted a
demonstration in any sense of
the "word.”

— i TA




