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Two 'l'ough Talks

GOVERNOR REAGAN AND ATTORNEY GENERAL MITCHELL

They spoke at a peace officers’ convention here

1 Mitchell
Denounces

Fuller story on
renarks by Mitchell
filed Wixon Adminis-
tration.

Protesters

'y

By Jerry Carroll

United States Attorney
General John N. Mitchell
said yesterday there is lit-
tle to distinguish today’s
violent protesters from
Hitler’s brown-shirted

fascists of the 1920s.

He made the parallel in
a Towne House Speech be-
fore some 275 delegates to
the 51st annual conference
of the 7000-member Cali-
fornia Peace Officers’ As-
sociation.

Mitchell said that had
there been a crackdown on
Hitler and his lawlesg sup-
porters before they seized
control of government, “‘the
world might have been
spared a whole era of vi-
olence and misery.”

TARGET

‘Like Mayor Joseph Alioto
and Governor Ronald Rea-
gan, who also addressed the
convention, Mitchell dwelt at
length on the threat to de-
mocracy posed by violent
protest.

“I refer to the trend of
extremist groups, in the
name of free assembly and
free speech, to deny the free-
dom of others,” he said,

“In many cases these civil
rights robbers have gotten
away with it and have been
encouraged to venture still
greater invasion of rights,”
Mitchell said.

“Their leaders have mis-
lead them into believing their |
cause is so right that they, |
the mob, cannot commit any |

_wrong,” he added.

“Last week in Washington, ’
D.C., we saw the high tide of{
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this monstrous idea. I say
‘high tide’ because the mob
didn’t get away withit.
“And they were stopped in
a way that gave them no op-
portunity to obscure the issue
by claiming police brutali-
ty,” Mitchell commented. -
He was referring to the
May Day protest, in which
demonstrators sought to
bring government to a halt
by blocking traffic into the
capital. There were 12,000 ar-

rests.
HOPE

“I hope we will never see a
time when the U.S. govern-
ment or any other govern-
mental authority will bow to
such a wretched tactic. If
governmental authorities
ever do, they will be cooper-
ating in their own destruc-
tion,”> Mitchell remarked.

Mitchell said he was proud
Washington city police dealt

with the protest “with firm- |

ness but restraint, exercising
no more authority than nec-
essary.”

He was introduced by Los
Angeles Sheriff Peter
Pitches, who drew applause
when he said, “We admire
and respeet you for standing
up and speaking out in de-
fense of J. Edgar Hoover.”

REAGAN

Governor Reagan praised
Hoover for having devoted
his career to ‘resisting the
efforts of others to turn the
FBI info a national police
force.

“Subversive and criminal
elements” would like to see
the FBI “downgraded and
discredited,” he added. (On
the subject of Hoover, Mayor
Alioto had earlier remarked:
“Regardless. of the merits of
the current -controversy, I
will say J. Edgar Hoover
built one of the greatest po-
| lice forces in history.”

The Governor continued:
“A new kind of crime threat-
ens California and the Unit-
ed States, plotted and carried

| out by a new breed of crimi-

- nal, the self-proclaimed revo-
lutionary who directs sense-
less acts of violence against
innocent bystanders.”

=t

‘BOMBS’

Reagan  said there were
44%3 bomb threats in Califor-
| ma during the ,last ten
- months of 1970 and 1052 “ac-
| tual  bomb incidents” in
' which a device was found or

. Was exploded.

' “What makes these new
criminals doubly dangerous
Is their fanaticism which
makes them perform with an
almost religious zeal, as if
they are ordained by a high-
€I power to right all the ilig
of mankind,” Reagan said.

“Those who set fires and
plant bombs—who demon-
strated violently in the Name
of nonviolence—are not pro-
tecting the rights of others or
preserving the legal system
that makes possible peaceful
protest. They are the out-
laws,” he added.

ALIOTO

Mayor Alioto told the Yavw-
men they should be “very
liberal” in policing the ex-
presssion dissent. “Dissent is
kind of the raw material of
progress.”
He said San Francisco hag
a standing policy of offering
all possible help to the plan-
ners of peaceful demostra-
tion.
“The first time dissent de-
generates into violence,
though, we tell them we are
going to use all police powers
to put it down,” Alicto ve-.
marked.
He told his audience there
“is plenty of room for rough,
~orthodox law enforcement”
within the bounds .of the Con-
stitution and U.S. Supereme
Court rulings. h

The peace officer’s assem-
bly continues through tomor-
TOW.




