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WASHINGTON, May 3 —
Rush hour came two hours
early, around 5:30 this morn-
ing. Nine o’clock commuters
sailed blissfully into town,
and some of them wondered
whether dawn demonstra-
tions might not be a good
thing every day.

Between protesters and
_policemen, there were many
scenes of ugly confrontation
and a bitter spirit unusual in
Washington demonstrations.
But by no means was the
whole city affected.

“I'd say the disruption was
the equivalent of a half-inch
snpowfall,” said one down-
town executive. A colleague
demurred: “I'd say about a
half inch of rain.”
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Those who made a point
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business as usual” found
surprisingly easy. Mrs.

of
it

out of a car tire on M Street in

Nixon told her taff that the
demonstraticns  would not
interfere with her luncheon
for 88 wives of Cabinet mem-
bers and Congressmen, many
of whom drove to the Wihte
Hous from the Maryland and
Virginia sublurbs.

Gen. William C. West-
moreland, the Army Chief of
Staff, scorned directives that
Pentagon workers show up
for work at 5 A.M. The gen-
eral walked up the unob-
structed steps of the Penta-
gon at two minutes before
eight and was at his desk,
as usual, at 8 on the dot.
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Representative Robert B.
Mathias, Republican of Cali-
fornia, the Olympic decathlon
champion in 1948 and 1952,
paddied a canoe for himself
and two colleagues, Repre-
sentatives R. Lawrence
Coughlin, Pennsvlvania Re-
publican, and Representative
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HARASSING TACTIC: A demonstrator letting the air
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From the Washington side
of the Potomac, a bearded
young man in @ crash helmet
sailed forth in |a kayak, land-
ed at the Pentagon, but was
disappointed to find that his
overland allies| had been cut
off at the | bridges. He
shrugged at the lines of po-
licemen, then tipped over his
craft to reveal |the legend on
the bottom. It said: “Capsize
the Establishment.”

Senator Jacob X. Javits,
Republican of New York, who
usually takes an early flight
to Washington| on Monday
mornings, planned conserva-
tively, and took|the Amtrak’s

new Earlybird Metroliner
from New York.
His colleague, James L.

Buckley, several shades more
conservative, made the trin
from New York last night
and was in his joffice dictat-
ing letter to hig secretary at
6:30 A.M.
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The most dangerous threats
of violence came from motor-
ists. On 23d |Street, two
blocks from the State Depart-
ment, a protester who had
hoped to halt the stream of
traffic jumped on the hood of
a sedan that was about to
run him down, then rode in
panic for nearly half a block
before bouncing| off, appar-
ently uninjured.

Demonstrators made a per-
sistent effort, nonetheless, to
be friendly, and felt re-
warded. At Dupont Circle, a
small, smiling girl went from
car to car handing antiwar
literature to the drivers. “Stall
your cars for us please,” she
said. To drivers (who would
not lower their windows she
shouted, “Don’t you want to
drive around the| circle two
or three times to|look at the
freaks getting their heads
beat in!”

It was a major triumph,
said Michael Lerner, a spokes-
man for the Mayday Tribe,
that “a number of motorists

who understood the message
actually slowed down their
vehicles or stopped when
there was a barricade, and
sort of winked.”

“You didn’t have a feeling
that the war machine hagd
ground to a halt, but George-
town as a neighborhood was
a pretty lively place,” said
one young socialite. There
Wwas an air of cheerful fore-
bearance in Georgetown, even-
after Washington’s fashion-
able downtown neighborhood
became a centet of the strug-
gle that spilled over from the
M Street commuters’ artery.

One transit bus was dis-
abled on O Street by a resi-
dent who dashed out of his
house in a bathrobe, lifted
the back hood of the bus and
put the electrical system out
of commission. The intersec-
tion of O and 35th Streets
was littered with garbage
and glass by an early “trash-
ing” spree, but at 9 o’clock
many of the same young peo-
ple who had made the mess
started cleaning up. Minutes
later the intersection was
clean.

Nixon Is Kept Informed
On Actions by Police

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif.,
May 3 (UPI)—President Nix-
on kept in close touch today
with the developments in the
antiwar demonstrations in
Washington, the . Western
White House said.

Rorald L. Ziegler, the Pres-
ident’s press secretary, said
the President was fully aware
of the decisions made for
dealing with the demonstra-
tors and “concurred with the
action.”

Mr. Ziegler said the Presi-
dent talked to the Washing-
ton Police Chief, Jerry V.
Wilson, Saturday to get'a re-
port of the situation and to
commend the police force for
the manner in which it had
performed its duty.’

In a radio broadcast to his
policemen, Chief Wilson men-
tioned his conversation with
Mr. Nixon and said it was
the President’s desire that
“this city be open for busi-
ness.”
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