Speoial to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 25—
The organizers of yesterday’s|
antiwar demonstration and city
officials said today that they
were pleased that the massive
march and rally had not been
accompanied by violence.

The Washington Police Chief,
Jerry V. Wilson, said the dem-
onstration, attended by a crowd
he estimated at 200,000, “‘went
very well—there was no trou-

a.ny.”

Jerry Gordon, a coordinator
for the National Peace Action
Coalition, which sponsored the
protest, said at a news confer-
ence that his group was happy
with the “totally legal, peaceful
{and orderly” character of yes-
terday’s activities.

The police reported only 25
arrests in connection with the
march, all for minor offenses.
Other antiwar rallies here have
generally been peaceful, but
nearly all have been preceded
or followed by clashes between
some of the demonstrators and
the police.

Tear Gas Unneeded

In the wage of the antiwar|
march in November, 1969,
which drew 250, protesters, a
crowd of several hundred at-
tacked the Justice Department
headquarters. And after a
demonstration here last May
there was scattered violence.
In contrast to the earlier
demonstrations, no tear gas
was used yesterday.
The dozens of police officers
dispatched as a precaution to
the South Vietnamese Embassy
and to the Georgetown and
Dupont Circle areas of the
city, which have been targets
of window-smashing attacks,
found themselves with nothing
to do.
This morning, in an unrelated
incident, more than 100 Quak-
ers were arrested and charged
with crossing police lines when
they attempted to move the
site of a peace vibil they had|
been conducting in Lafayette
Park across the street to the
sidewalk in front of the White
House,
Mayor Walter W. Washington
said today that he was “exu-
berant” over the lack of trouble
yesterday. He credited it to the
relaxed atmosphere of both the
demonstrators and the police
and to the extensive planning
between protest organizers and
city and Federal officials.
One incident that - typified
this "atmosphere occurred on
Pennsylvania Avenue late yes-
terday as people had begun to
leave the rally on the west
lawn of the.Capitol, the focal
point of the protest.

ble, and we hadn’t expected|,

A long-haired youth, walking
down the street, called out to
no one in particular, “Hey, any-
body got a dollar? I've got a
spare joint [of marijuana]l” He
quickly found a buyer, and the
transaction was completed in
full view of two police officers.

Preparations Cost $150,000

At today’s news conference,
Mr. Gordon estimated that prep-

arations for the demonstration
{had cost his group $150,000,
mostly for advertising, tele-
‘Iphone calls and rent on the
one-floor office that his organi-
zation occupies in a downtown
building near the White House.

He said the organization was
about $60,000 in arrears, but
expressed the hope that private
contributions, the chief source
of support, would eventually

eliminate the deficit. ‘
Many of the marchers left|

Washington last night, but at
least 15,000 young people re-
mained to spend the night in
sleeping bags on the Washing-
ton Monument grounds, where
a rock music. concert continued|:
until the early morning. '
The People’s Coalition for
Peace and Justice, which was a
cosponsor of yesterday’s pro-
test, was busy exhorting the
marchers to remain in Washing-
ton #o participate in a program
of lobbying at Congress- and
Government offices it had
scheduled for this week. '
Different Approaches

The People’s Coalition, along

with the National Peace Action
Coalition, was formed when an
ideological disagreement split
the defunct New Mobilization
Committee to End the, War in|
Vietnam last summer. The New
Mobe, as it was known, organ-
ized the November, 1969, dem-
onstration here and the one
last May following the Cam-
bodia incursion.
i The National Peace Action
Coalition argues that peaceful,
legal protest on a mass scale is
the most efficacious tactic for
bringing pressure against the
Government to end the war.
The People’s Coalition, by con-
trast, supports individual civil
disobedience on a continuing
basis.

Sidney Peck, a former New
Mobilization coordinator, who
1s now active with the People’s
Coalition, said his group was
hoping that “several thousand”
people would remain in Wash-
lington to take part in the lob-
bying activities. But another
spokesman confided. that “it’s
really up in the air now—no-

body knows how many people
'are going to stay in town.”
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All Sides Applaud Pea(:ef_ul Protest in Washi_ngton]

I The People’s Coalition, which
is closely affiliated with the
National Welfare Rights Organ-
ization, the Southern Christian
Leadership Council and a group
of radical young people that
calls itself Mayday, plans to
visit the Capitol Hill offices of
Congressmen tomorrow and
conduct 24-hour vigils in some
of them, invited or otherwise.

Other Issues Pressed

In addition to pressing its de-
mands for an immediate with-
drawal of United States mili-
tary forces from Indochina, the
People’s Coalition will ask the
Congressmen to support a guar-
anteed annual income of $6,500
for a family of four and the re-
/lease of all “domestic political
Iprisoners,” including Black Pan-
thers and student radicals.

- The so-called “People’s’ Lob-
by’ will move to the Selective
Service headquarters on Tues-
day, where workers will be

Jurged to take the day off and
"work to end the draft, and to

other Government agencies
later in the week, including the
Internal Revenue Service and
the Justice Department.

The scenario for the activi-
ties, which also calls for non-
violent but possibly illegal pro-
tests at the Pentagon next
week, has been a troublesome
issue to organizers of the Na-
tional Peace Action Coalition,
who have carefully avoided
either criticizing or endors-
ing it.

“The antiwar movement has
different wings-and reflectg dif-
ferent philosophies,” Mr. Gor-
don said today. “There are mo-
ments when we all come to-
gether as we did yesterday, and!
there - are moments when we
initiate our own activities.”

The Peace Action Coalition
said this afternoon that it wag
endorsing only two of the
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" CONFRONTATION AT THE WHITE HOUSE; As an orderly demonstrators, on north side of Pennsylvania Avenue |
group of 100 Quakers sat down on sidewalk yesterday and  attempted to join them and were also arrested. Another

were arrested by District of Columbia policemen, other ~ group continued antiwar protests in Lafayette Park.




