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WASHINGTON, Feb. 21—A
24-year-old West Point grad-
uate is carrying dissent within
the Army over the Vietnam
war to new lengths. His tactics
have forced the Army leader-
ship into public test of its abil-
ity to deal with this kind of
dissaffection.
First Lieut. Louis P. Font,
who graduated in the upper 5
per cent of his West Point
class in 1968, filed charges of
war crimes on Wednesday
against two generals.

Army officials - have been
clearly irritated and frustrated
by the lientenant’s technique,
regardless -of ‘whatever sub-
stance his accusations may
have. One reason for.the re-
action seems to be that. he
couches the accusations in the
language and buréaucratic form
of the Army. . .

Lieutenant Font’s action was
the latest move in.the mini-
ature psychological war he has
'béen waging with the brass
since last fall, because of the
Army’s refusal to discharge
him on grounds of moral and
political objections to the Viet-
nam war. Under current Ameri-
can law, a conscientious ob-
jector must oppose all wars,
not just one.

Transcript of Atrocities

Lieutenant Font has never
been to Vietnam to. witness
war .crimes, - but any. -membér
of the Army has a right to
make court-martial .charges.

Last Thursday, at a Capitol
Hill news conference in the
office of Representative Ronald
V. Dellums, Democrat of Cali-
fornia, the Litutenant pre-
sented -his evidence—a - 300-
page transcript:of statements
on alléged atrocities made by
Vietnam veterans at a public
meeting of an anti-war group
here last December. . B

Among knowledgeable mili-
tary observers; these is no ex-
pectation that either of the gen-
jerals will be court-martialed.

Lieutenant Accuses Two Generals of

| One, Maj. Gen. Samuel w.
Koster, the former superintend-
ent of West Point, was recently
cleared of court-martial charges
Ieyeled by a -specia] army com-
mission that investigated the
killings of civilians at My Lai.
General Koster was the division
commander of the troops who
committed the killings in 1968,
The second general is the
man who dismissed the charges
against General Koster and
most of the other senior officers
accused after My Lai. He is
Lieut. Gen. Jonathan P. Seaman,
commanding | general of the
First United States Army at
nearby. Fort Meade, Md., where
Lieutenant” Font is- aléo sta.
itioned while he. contintes his
‘fight * for, ' discharge in the
civilian™ éourtse, ‘
"I learned two things at the

.

academy,” Lieutenant Font said
at his news conference. “A
commander is responsible for
everyone under his command
and that the truth makes no,
exception of military rank, that
what holds true for privates or
sergeants also holds true for
generals.”

To sustain his case, Lieuten-
ant Font quoted Army scripture
—a statement by General of the|
Army "Douglas MacArthur in|
condemning to death for war
crimes a Japanese géneral who
was in command in the Philip-|
pinés at the time of the Bataan
death march. - :

“Soldiers of ‘an army in-|

variably reflect the attitude of|:
their general,” General Mac-|
Arthur was quoted ag saying.|'
““The leader is the essence. Iso-|:
lated cases of raping may well|*
be exceptional, but widespread ;
and continuing abise can -only
be a fixed responsibility of!"
highest field authorities.”
The transcript of statements
by the Vietnam veterans alleges
widespread and extensive atroc-
ities beyond Mylai.
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War Crimes

Koster and Seaman said they
had no comment to make.

Last October, the lisutenant
was made an inspector of the
World War II barracks at Fort
Meade. He wrote several re-
ports stating the barracks were
so dilapidated that they were
unfit for human habitation and
got the contents of the reports
into the local Maryland news-
papeérs.

_ Dispute With General
went to the
quarters

to give copies of his barracks
report and-86 supporting affi-
'|davits to Generals Seaman and
Koster and tg Maj. Gen. Rich-
ard ' G.  Ciceololla, the First
Army- chief of staff, and the
post commandant, Col. Arnold
W.. Alexander
General Ciceololla had Lieu-

‘ltenant Font takex; into custody

by the military police and then
wrote a letter|to Colonel Alex-
ander accusing Lieutenant Font

A spokesman Ior wenerass;

On Jan. 21, Lieutenant Font|’

‘lof refusing ta obey an order

from General Ciccololla to
leave the headquarters building.
Four. days later, while Colone]
Alexander was having Lieuten-|
ant Font investigated for court-'
martial charges, the lieutenant
swore out charges of derelic-
tion- of duty against the colonel
for allegedly failing to main-
tain the barracks. A spokes-
man for the colonel says he;
has tried to keep the barracks
in repair but that they were
continually vandalized by sol-
diers housed fin them “while
awaiting courtimartial or ‘ad-
ministrative discharge.

Lieutenant Font’s 86 support-
ing statements aré from enlist-
ed men, foncommissioned offi-
cers and another first lieutenant

who dispute the contention that
indiscipline is to blame.. The
other lieutenant. Frank G.
iSolecki . the deputy of * the
principal unit involved, charged
“insensitivity of the chain of
command” to the men’s living
conditions - and attacked the
allegation of indiscipline as “an
obvious ‘cover-up.” -

On Jan. 28, Colonel' Alex-
ander filed general court-mar-
tial charges against Ligutenant
Font — five counts of alleged
disobedience to direct orders.
Each count could carry a max-
imum sentence of five years.

This week, in a petition ask-|
ing. the Court of ‘Military Ap-|
peals. here to ‘dismiss -the;
charges, Lieutenant ‘Font ac-!
cused General Ciccololla * of
physically preventing him from
obeying the order.to leave ‘the
headquarters, of  committing
“assault and battery” on him

and of “econduct unbeécoming
|an officer and a gentleman.”
i The petition . conténded that:
wheén Liduténant Font asked if.
he could leave his report and
the 86 affidavits at the head-
[quartérs, -General  Ciccololla
{“became enraged and screamed
/&t petitioner, ‘gét the hell out
;of here,” grabbed pévti{tioﬂer by
|the arm:and pulled and pushed
petitioner toward the“ déor.”
As soon as he was “released
from General Ciccololla’s grip,”
the petition claimed, Lieuten-
jant Font sought to leavée but
|was arrésted and held under
jarmed guard for four hours.

The petition -hds resultéd in
a postponénient of a fornal
pretrial invéstigation of the
charges that was to hegin to-
morrow. : R

A spokésman for Genéral
Ciccololla said the genéral had
no comment to make.




