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WASHINGTON, O(;t. J—
Following are excerpts from
the findings and conclusions
of the President’s Commis-
sion on Campus Unrest in its
special report, “The Killings
at Jackson " State,” released
today:
Causes of Police Conduct

Many white law-enforce-
ment officers—all officers

who fired were white—are |

afraid of what black men ,

may do to them in hostile
surroundings. Whether that
fear is justified is of little
consequence; the fear exists.

Moreover, many white po-

lice officers are influenced
by their disdain or hatred of
blacks. One officer charac-
terized the rock-throwing on
Wednesday night as follows:
“It’s just a bunch of damn
niggers.”

The commission concludes
that racial animosity on the
part of white police officers
was a substantial contribut-
ing factor in the deaths of
two black youths and the
gunshot injuries of twelve
more.

Sgt. Charles Lee [of the

Jackson police] testified that
immediately after the shoot-
ing ceased, he asked every-
one, “Who gave the order to
fire? Who gave the order to
fire?”” He said, "Nobody said
anything.” ) .
The only two city police
officers who were assigned
“to respond to sniper fire,
both of them armed with
special rifles, did not shoot.
Policeman’s View

One officer, who did fire,
told commission investiga-
tors that if he saw a person

in a crowd point a gun at
him, he would fire his shot- °

gun into the crowd, in the
direction of the -gun. Each
load of double-ought buck-
shot contains an equivalent
of nine .33-caliber bullets,
each of which travels along
a different trajectory and can
be lethal for a distance in
- excess of 40 yards.

Even though the officers

did fire into the .crowd, it’

appears that no one 'wo‘uﬂd
have been killed if birdshot
had been used rather tuan

buckshot. That the highway

- patrol used buckshot was the
| result of a change in its pol-
" ey concerning ammunition.
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This change in policy lends
some support to the view,

. widespread among Jackson
State students, that police,

i particularly highway patrol-
« men, have become more hos-
i tile in recent years to blacks
tand more inclined to deal
| harshly with black protesters.
" Finally,  the commission
{ concludes that a significant
| cause of the deaths and in-
| juries at Jackson State Col-
lege is the confidence of
white officers that if they

. fire weapons during a black .

campus disturbance they will

face neither stern depart-

mental discipline nor criminal
prosecution or conviction.

After the highway patrol

had completed its interviews,

. it made an oral report to

Gov. John Bell Williams, Gov.

Williams told commission in-
. vestigators that he relied ex-
. clusively on the highway pa-
trol's oral report in making
his television report on the
Jackson State incident to the
people of Mississippi on June'
4, 1970.

In that address, he charac-
terized the highway patrol’s
inquest as a “complete and
impartial investigation.” The
i Governor explained the 28
" seconds and 150 rounds of
" gunfire by saying that “the
. officers felt compelled in the
. interest of self-preservation
© to return the fire.”

f The Governor’s chief con-

| clusion was that “the offi-
| cers . . . did not instigate
| the problem; they did not en-
courage it—the responsibility
must rest with the protesters.”

 State College

! Conclusion

i :

| There must not be a repe-
tition of the tragic incident
at Jackson State.

We are heartened by the
stated determination of Jack-
son city police and elected
officials to take necessary
steps to avoid the recurrence
of tragedy at Jackson State
College. It is imperative that
this determination be re-
flected in action,

Chief Pierce has made it
clear that the department
policies with respect to- the

use of buckshot and birdshot

will be re-examined. The chief

testified that the police of-

ficers who lied to Sergeant

Lee and the F.B.I. would be
+ disciplined.

e —————

On the other hand, the
reaction of the Mississippi
Highway Safety Patrol to the
deaths and injuries at Jack-.
son State ‘continues to be
disturbing. Inspector Jones
expressed the position of his
patrol:

Q. Do you have any rec-
ommendations to make to
the commission, particularly
as it relates to command or
control  features for joint
operation of law enforcement
agencies, for this kind of
thing if it should happen in
the future?

A. No, sir; T don’t.

Q. Does your department
plan to take any corrective




steps in view of what hap-
ened? -

A. Not that T know of. . . .
There was no doubt in my .
mind that some of us would
have been killed down there
if the volley of shots hadn’t
gone off, and I see no reason
for disciplining a man for
saving his own life!

Q. Does your department
- . . plan to take any cor-
rective steps in the fufure to
prevent this?

A. Not that I know of.

We are alse concerned
with the escalation of rheto-
ric on the part of certain
Jackson State students. While
we understand the profound

emotional impact of the,
deaths and injuries of fellow
students, we condemn state-
ments to the effect that the
next time something happens
“all the pigs” will not walk
away from campus, or state-
ments suggesting that stu-
dents arm themselves because

of anticipated future con-

frontations with police. We
condemn any action on the
basis of such statements
even more strongly.

e

The commission has de-
voted a considerable portion
of its efforts to the investi-
gation at Jackson State and
the parallel investigation of
the May events at Kent State,
which are the “subject of a
separate report. The lessons
of Jackson State and Kent
State are reflected in many
of the recommendations the
commission has made in the
chapters of its report on
campus unrest. The commis-
sion believes that if those
recommendations are fol-
lowed, the tragedy of Jack-
son State is far less likely to
be repeated. Indeed, we be-
lieve that no one would have
died at Alexander Hall if
those recommendations had
already been accepted and
acted on by police and high-
‘way patrol units.

Law Enforcement
Officials
Even if there were sniper
at Jackson State—a question
on which we have found ¢on-
flicting evidence—the 28-
second barrage of lethal gun-

fire partly directed into"

crowded windows of Alex-
ander Hall and into a crowd
in front of Alexander Hall
was completely unwarranted
and unjustified.

The appropriate response
to sniper fire is set out in
Chapter 5 of our report. The
guidelines stated there were
violated in every respect at
Jackson State. The police of-
ficers did not withdraw and

-seek cover even though they

had an-armored vehicle which
would have provided ‘ample
cover, :

The sniper team which, was
present at Jackson State did
not fire single aimed shots at
an identified sniper; instead a
large number of peace of-
ficers fired shotguns loaded
with buckshot or rifles Joaded
with armor-piercing ammuni-
tion into a crowded dormitory
and into a crowd of pro-
testers. Indeed, the police
sniper team did not fire at all.

The peace officers did not
have a mobilization plan, nor
did they have a tactical plan
directly agreed upon and
understood by all the units
involved. They had no formal
chain of command and no
clear notion of who was in
command among the various
police and military forces
present. .

They did not have a com-
mon radio channel for use
during the disorder, nor did
they have a central command
post to provide liaison. The
individual 'peace officers did
not know, as they should, the
destination and plan of their

unit,

Furthermore, there had been
no adequate consulation with
college officials before the
law  enforcement officers
were sent on the campus.

College Administrators

. Jackson State officials must
develop plans and procedures
for dealing with campus dis-
orders and for making prompt

decisiops if a disorder occurs.

They should establish and
maintain formal lines of com-
munication with law enforce-
ment agencies.

The authority and respon-
sibility of campus security
guards "at’ Jackson must be
clarified.. A rumor center
should be established during
periods of campus disorder
where students can obtain

, denial of rumored events. -

Students

All students, and particu-
larly elected leaders, have a
duty to condemn absolutely
and unequivocally the use of
force and violence. The aura
of respectability that appears

«:10 surround violent protest

when those protests are made
in support of legitimate griev-
ances must be eliminated.
Possession or use of weapons
on campus by students should
be strongly condemned.
Students should recognize
that the use of obscenities
and derogatory terms such as
“pigs” and “honkies” during
a demonstration may trigger
a violent if unjustifiable re-
sponse by peace officers and
that the use of such terms in

in every day speech in the
presence of police officers
escalates tension.

Government Officials

The Governor, the board
of trustees of Mississippi’s in-
stitutions of higher learning
and the Mississippi Legisla-
ture should take whatever
steps are necessary to insure
that Jackson State College
is developed rapidly to uni-
versity status and that it be- .
comes integrated.

The Federal and State Gov-
ernments should provide long-
term financial aid to Jackson
State College—and to other
predominantly black colleges
—to insure that students at-

.tending these schools have

opportunities equal to those |
available to students_ at pre-
dominantly white schools of
comparable size.

The President should ap4
point a special adviser on
black colleges. That adviser
should prepare recommenda-
tions for specific Federal ac-
tion in such areas as finan-
cial aid to black colleges.

The President and the De-
partment of Defense must
bring about integration of
the National Guard at all
ranks on more than a token
basis. They should consider
creation of additional posi-
tions to overcome the effects
of past discrimination.

The President should direct
the Department of Justice to
review whether it would be
appropriate for the United
States to intervene in pend-
ing litigation to integrate the
Mississippi Highway Safety
Patrol. In addition, the Pres-
ident should direct the prepa-
ration of any necessary legis-
lation for authorizing” action
by the Federal Government
to integrate police agencies.

The ‘commission recom-




mends that Federal, state and
local officials take dramatic
steps to reflect a commit-
ment on the part of govern-
ment to the protection of life
and to the aggressive pursuit
of equal justice—equal jus-
tice in the schools, in ‘the
courts, in jobs, and, most
relevant of all to this inves-
tigation, equal treatment by
policemen and just treatment
of policemen. ‘

But just'treatment of police-
men we mean that policemen
receive recognition for the
difficult job they have, par-
ticularly during times of civil
disorders, and that unfair
vilification of them be ended.
We also mean that | when
policemen willfully violate
the civil rights of black or
white citizens, they should
be prosecuted vigorously and
fairly by the government.




