Vietnam to Alter
‘Tiger Cage’ Cells

By JAMES §. s¥3Rea

Special to The New York Times
SAIGON, South Vietnam,
July 21—The Government an-
nounced today that it had sus-
pended the use of the “tiger
cage” cells at the prison on
Con Son pending improvements.
In a communiqué from the
office of Premier Tran Thien
Khiem, the Government said
the section housing the small
concrete cells with overhead
bars in what was called the
disciplinary quarter would be
“immediately overhauled to
provide adequate hygienic fa-
cilities” although the prisoners
are classified as ‘“undisciplined
elements.”
Government spokesmen could
provide no details on what im-
provements would be made in
the cells, where the conditions
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undgﬁ-which prisoners were
held,were recently described by
two * yisiting members of the
United States Congress as
shocKing.

The: communiqué said the
disciplinary duarter would no
longer be used but the spokes-
men,said that what was meant
was-that it would not be used
until’ .the improvements had
'been’. completed.

N6 ‘reference was made in
the communiqué to the July 2
.visit of the two legislators and
ltwo other Americans whose dis-
closuges stirred controversy in
the United States.

One Government spokesman
said ‘that the .prisoners in the
cages—he put the number at
less than 500—were removed
today to regular cells. This was
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presumably made possible by
the transfer last week of 500
other prisoners from the prison
island, which is 140 miles
southeast of Saigon, to the
mainland, where they were to
be released. The prisoners were
carried in United States Air
Force transport planes flown
by Americans.

" The removal reduced the
number of prisoners on Con
Son to about 8,500.

The Government statement,
which followed the completion
of inspections of the tiger
cages by two delegations of
Saigon officials last week,
caid:

“Results of the investigation
indicate that: This is a discipli-

nary quarter which includes|J
separate cells for temporary|y

incarceration of undisciplined
and obstinate prisoners who

had created disturbances at the

previous cells with
prisoners.
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“Finaiiy,” the <Tommunigue
continued, “in the spirit of pro-
viding good treatment to the
prisoners, the  Government
would like to affirm that a gen-
eral reorganization of the pris-
on centers in the whole country
is under way, and, in the proc-|
ess, changes will be made when-
ever necesary within the linuts
of our national budget.” .

An American spokesman said
the United States had long en-
couraged improvements in
South Vietnam’s prison system.
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