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LAWYERS’ STATE!

The signers of this statement are San Francisco) atforneys of variad experience
and political persuasions. Our common concern is the recent turn of events in fndo-,
china. -

The United States has now begun an offensive against the North Vietnamese sanc-
fuaries across the border of Cambodia, and is now supplying arms to the Cambo-
dian government. The President has stated that these initiatives are intended to
facilitate withdrawal, fo protect American lives, and fo aveid the humiliation of a
great power. He states that it is his continuing purpose fo terminate the present
war.

We respectfully record our dissent.

The war can be ferminated at any time by our orderly withdrawal, Such a course
would not risk American lives. We maintain full command of the air and sea and
can bring home our troops at will.

The new offensive, limited in purpose though it may be, can only be exploined os
a further effort to achieve political results in Vietnam and Cambodia by the use of
military force. The attack is not related to a planned withdrawal, on the contrary,
it risks a greater involvement.

The lesson of Vieinam is that we cannot gain or keep military conirol of any area,
in the absence of sirong popular suppert, without a massive and sustained deploy-

menf of forces on the ground. An advance into new territory merely expands the
area we are required to police.

In broader terms we have learned, or should have learned, that military operations
cannot achieve our objectives in Vietnam. Our experience has been one of tragic
and continuous failure.

‘We have failed to win o military victory, despite the commitment of overwhelming

power.
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