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An Exchange About Hard Hats
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_New York

Newsweek magazine re-
ported yvesterday that
there was one angry ex-
change during the White
House dinner for 45 busi-
ness leaders last Wednes-
day and it occurred when
a4 New York City garment
maker criticised President
Nixon for receiving lead-
ers of construction work-
ers.

After the industrialist, Isi-
dore Cohen, brought up the
“hard hats,” Newsweek re-
ported, the President re-
~sponded:

“I’ve seen students, profes-
.sors, hard hats — all kinds of
people. One of the hard hats
told me that he had lost a son

.in Vietnam in February. He
%told me: ‘Mr. President, if
‘we had gone into Cambodia
“earlier we might have cap-
cturéd that bullet.” So don’t
‘your give me any crap thatl
.cannot talk to the hard
‘hats.”

» Sohen, president of amen’s
.suit-making division of Rap-
‘id-American

Corporation, |-

Wilson Starts
Brisk Campaign

London

Prime Minister Harold
Wilson, stung by sagging
opinion poll ratings, took the
offensive yesterday in the
first of a series of
American-style, meet-
the-people tours.

“This is more whistle than
stop,” Wilson quipped as he
and his wife, Mary swung
into a half-day of rapid fire
handshaking, street corner
chatting and meeting local
labor party candidates in his
native Yorkshire,

United Press

was reported to have held
the floor for 12 minutes voic-
ing disagreement with the
President’s policies.

““The President had said,

‘Now I want you to be dree to
say whatever you want,”
Newsweek|quoted Cohen.
“And I did exactly that. I
was ‘the only one who did.”

The dinnelr guests were
drawn heavily from the
world of high finance and
corporate giaqxts. Cohen de-
scribed himself as “The only
blue shirt in the house’” and
called the meeting “a brain-
washing affair,” Newsweek
said. )

Cohen said [he “knew the
minute I came that my mis-
sion was not t9 sit and listen,
but to say what I wanted
about a lot of things.”

Cohen said thatin bringing
up the construection workers,
“I didn’t take sides. I merely
said I thought bringing the
boys home would alleviate

the rancor in the country, as

represented by the violence

on Wall street.”?

On May 8| construction
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‘A Suit-Maker's Criticism of Nixon

workers in New York’s finan-
cial and City Hall areas wad-
ed into anti-war demonstra-
tors and beat a number of
them in the most serious out-
break of hostilities that had
been .simmering between the
laborers and the “generally
young marchers. ¥

Newsweek quoted an un-
named banker as saying that
after reviewing for the din-
ner guests his decision on
Cambodia, Mr. Nixon
“seemed a man completely
at peace with himself with
that decision. He was confi-
dent.”

Another dinner guest, head |
of a brokerage firm, com-
mented: “It was a sales jobs
pure and simple,” according
to the magazine.
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