By WARREN WEAVER Jr.

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 25—
Countering Democratic charges
thai Americans are losing con-
fidence in President Nixon, the
Republican National Chairman
released poll figures today in-
dicating that a majority of the
voters approve of the Presi-
dent’s decision to send Ameri-
can troops into Cambodia.

Representative Rogers C, B.
Morton of Maryland, the Re-
publican chairman, reported
that a telephone survey of
1,053 persons taken last week
showed 53 per cent in suppo:t
of the President’s decision, 32
per cent against and 15 per
cent with no opinion.

“I conclude from this,” Mr.
Morton said, “that the country,
the people in the nation, are
far more in approval of the
President than some of the
loud noise we have been hear-
ing.”

e question asked in the
@@rvey was: “President Nixon
gas decided to assist South
Vietnam with American sup-
port in actions against North
Vietnamese Communist forces
in Cambodia. Do you approve
or disapprove of this decision?”’

Mr. Morton said he dd not

feel that the question had been
“slanted, one way or the
other,” although, he said, it
had been “hard to word” be-
cause the term “invasion of
Cambodia is a tough one for
me to use.”

Questions on Protests

The Republican poll also in-
dicated that 19 per cent of
those questioned approved of
“student protesters” against the
President’s Cambodia decision
while 72 per cent disapproved.
Asked whether they approved

of “closing down colleges and||

universities as a result of stu-
dent protests over the war in

Vietnam,” 23 per cent said they||
approved and 70 per cent said||

they disapproved.

“We've got to be tolerant of
the students,” Mr. Morton said.

“So much of these demon-
strations is an outburst spring-
ing from the fact that they
have very little actual knowl-
edge of the situation.”
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The party chairman said
that he ;and the President were
“extrerrely anxious to have the
polls completely objective” and
that this one had been con-
ducted -“at extreme arm’s
length’””. by the Chilton Com-
pany of New York, an opinion
research organization.

Mr. Morton later reported
that the questions had been
drafted by David R. Derge, vice
president of the University of
Indiana, who served as re-
search director of the Nixzon-
Agnew campaign committee in
1968.

A differently phrased ques-|:

tion on the President’s Cambo-

dia decision, made public today

by the Louis Harris Survey,
produced a considerably closer
result, with 50 per cent saying
Mr. Nixon was right and 43 per
cent saying they had “serious
doubts” about the move.

The Harris question, asked
in personal interviews with
1,281 persons, was:
everything | into consideration,
do you think President Nixon
was right in ordering the mili-
tary operation into Cambodia,
or do you |have serious doubts
about his having done this?”

Mr. Morton predicted that
the move into Cambodia would
not be a political handicap to
the Republican party in the

fall elections

“If this| operation reduces
casualies and gives us a corridor

SO

of time and space in wyhich
to continue troop withdrawyalg »
he said, “I don’t see hoy it
can be anything but a pjyg>

“Suppose Hitler had egtgh-
lished a supply base ang a
sanctuary in Switzerlangd dur-
ing World War IL” he contin-
ued. “What would we do aphout
it? I think we would have de-
stroyed it. That would ngt pe
a violation of Swiss neutrality
because that would have peen
violated when it was put
there.”

Mr. Morton predicted that
American troops would pe
withdrawn from Cambodia by
the President’s June 30 dead--
line. and that the exercice
would thus be “too much in
the past” by November to con-
stitute an election issue.
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