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THE SUBJECT IS CAMBODIA: Letters and -telegréms are pouring into the of
heavily in opposition to the assignment of U.S. troops in Cambodia. Here, aid
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es of Senator J. W. Fulbright sort messages.

By MARJORIE HUNTER
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 15—
Congress is virtually staggering
under an avalanche of mail,
telegrams and. petitions, heéavily
opposed to use of United

_|this stuff.”

|Heavy Mail to Congress Oppose

s Cambodia Policy

tional Guard to help us sort

In the downtown Western
Union « office, too, . every
machine is steadily clicking off
messages, most of them to
members of Congress.

troops in Cambodia.
~“This is the greatest volurhe
gf  single-subject telegrams
we’ve ever handled,” a Western
Union official said yesterday.
“It even exceeds Pear] Har-
bor.” ) o ]
“We’ve heard from 127,208
people so far,” said an aide to
Senator J. W. Fulbright, Demo-
crat of Arkansas who is a lead-
ing criti¢ of the Administration’
policy in Southeast Asia.
. Mail and telegrams are piled
high in many other offices, too,
and dozens of bags of still un-
‘sorted mail are stakced up in
the Senate Office Building base-
ment, prompting one postal
vorker to suggest, jokingly,

States|-

110,000 Telegrams

In the two weeks since Pres-
ident Nixon announced his deci-
sion to send troops into Cam-
bodia, ‘Western Union has de-
livered 110,000 telegrams on
the subject to the White House
and 210,000 to Capitol Hill.

White House ‘aides said a
week ago that the mail and
telegrams were running heavily
in support of the President’s
action. Yesterday, a White
House spokesman said there
wag no up-to-date tally. In con-
trast, telegrams to members ‘of
Congress appear to be running
strongly against the President’s
decision.  Senator  Fulbright
alone has received 29,589 tele-
grams protesting the Cambodia
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lican leader, about 4 to 1
against; and Representative
Frank Thompson, Democrat of
New Jersey, 30 to 1 against.

‘New Faces’

Many members, such as Sen-
ator Charles McC. Mathias,
Republican of Maryland, re-
port that much of the mail is
from “new faces,” both stu«
dents and adults who have
never written before. Up to 80
per cent of Mr. Mathias’s mail
is of this nature. :

The mail from some rural
Southern or Border-state dig~
tricts that were formerly
strongly pro-hawk is now run-
ning about 50-50, members re«
port.

And those members who re«
port that their mail is pro-
Administration concede that
volume is relatively light. This
is true in the case of Senator
Barry Goldwater, Republican
of Arizona, and Representative,
George Bush, Republican of

House Repub-

Texas.




