OHIO GUARD FINDS
NOPROOF OF SNIPER

But Officers Say Trodps
at Kent State Feared for
Lives When They Shot

MAL—s—1970

By JOHN KIFNER

Special to The New York Times
KENT, Ohio, May 5—Officials
of the Ohio National Guard
said " today they were unable
to produce evidence of sniper
fire at the guardsmen who
ikilled four Kent State Univer-
sity students here yesterday,
but they said the soldiers had!
fired without orders because,
they feared for their lives. i

Maj. Gen. Sylvester T. Del
Corso, the State Adjutant Gen-l
eral and Guard commander,
said in Columbus this afterncon
that he had heard reports that
a sniper on a roof had fired on
the guardsmen but that “there
is no evidence.”

Both General Del Corso and
his deputy, Frederick P. Weng-
er, had issued statements with-
in hours after the troops had
killed the four students and
wounded eight others by firing
downhill into a crowd, saying
definitely that a sniper’s bullet
had provoked the volley.

The campus, ringed by
guardsmen who deployed three
armored personnel carriers,
was quiet and nearly empty of
students today. Shortly after
4 AM., a fire, apparently set,
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UII.\IIVFjRSITY _OF WI'SCONSIN: Dane County officer grap-
pling in Madison with demonstrator against war policy.
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White, school’s president, ordered the
ts were Kkilled by National Guard fire,

FOLLOWING TRAGEDY: Students leaving Kent State yestefday. Robert 1.
university closed and the dormitories evacuated Monday after four studen
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broke out in a university stor-
age barn and burned it down.
The university has been closed
indefinitely and the students
sent home.

The university president, Dr.
Robert 1. White, told a news
conference today that Gov.
James A. Rhodes had ordered
the guardsmen in without his
authorization while he was out
of town, but he added he was
not sure what he would have
done. He called for a study of
the' incident on the order of
1ational commissions that have
investigated violence. .

Many students and faculty
members, even before: - the
shooting, charged that Gov-
ernor Rhodes was making the
use of guardsmen against stu-
dent demonstrators a part of
his campaign for the Senate.

Maj. D. E. Manly, the com-
mander of the Ohio Highway
Patrol unit working with the
guardsmen here, today denied
reports by the Guard that his
men, circling overhead in a
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National Guardsmen (heavy line) fired on students (indicated by dotiing) below crest
of hill on Monday, killing four. Guardsmen had gathered at R.0.T.C. building, whose
burning Saturday touched off disorders, and had dispersed students from the Commons.

helicapter, had confirmed the

in the Ohio Gurrd. The soldiers

sighting of a roof-top sniper.

Yesterday, Guard spokesmen
asserted that the patrol heli-
copter had spotted the reputed
sniper. At first, he was said to
have been seen at the same
time as the shooting; later, the
time was set at about an hour
and a half afterward.

“There is nothing in the log,
on the sighting,” Major Manly
said today. -

Importance Denied

In a discussion with several
newsmen late last night, Brig.
Gen. Robert Canterbury, the of-
ficer in command of the guard
units here, said: “In my opin-
ion, the fact that ther is or is
not a sniper is not important.” |

“I think the reason the peo-|
‘ple fired was because they]
were being assaulted with!
rocks and concrete,” the gen-’
eral said. “When you get to
the ultimate, you cannot deny
a man the right to use a weap-
on if he feels his life was
threatened. :

“In any situation, whether
in combat or anything else, the
decision to use a weapon must
be reserved to the individual.
And that’s not written in any
rulebook.”

General Canterbury and oth-
er Guard officials say that no
order to fire was given to the
troops but that the men made
“individual decisions” ti shoot
when they feared their lives
were threatened.

" The guardsmen here are
armed with fully loaded M-1
rifles, with' a round in the
chamber. This means the weap-
on is immediately ready to be
fired without pumping thtlayby/
to put a round in the chap” .’

This © was describ \Q
|“standard operating proi&

were under standing orders to
take cover and return fire if
fired upon.

The procedure is contrary
to standard American military
practice, which stresses fire
discipline and normally re-
quires weapons to be- loaded
only- on command and then
fired on an officer’s order.

At a news conference this
afternoon, General Canterbury
contended that the carrying of
loaded weapons had “contrib-
uted,” by acting as a deterrent
to violence, to what he de-
scribed as “the small number
of casualties” during disturb-

ances in the state. It did notin a football

do so yesterday| afternoon,
when a skirmish line of guards-
men suddenly fired into a
crowd, about 20 minutes after
a noon rally had been broken
up by tear gas.

The gunfire could| have lasted
only a few seconds, but to
those who were there the time
seemed much longer as, frozen
in  horror, they |heard ‘the
crackle of the gunfire, watched
students dive to the ground
and saw others buckle and fall
as they were hit.

The guardsmen had pursued
the students over a hill from

the Commons, a grassy gather-
ing spot, and found themselves
practice field.

Slightly uphill, about 500 stu-
dents had retreated around the
corner of a women’s dormi-
tory.

About half a dozen youths
raced out of the crowd and
hurled the tear-gas canisters
back in the direction of the
Guard and threw rocks. Most
fell far short, but several
guardsmen were hit.

In all, perhaps 20 or so rocks
and small pieces of concrete
were thrown,

At his news conference, Gen~ -
eral Canterbury put the
strength of the Guard party
at 1060, and asserted that every
man among them had been in-
jured.




