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Press Reaction

To Nixon Move

New York
The following are ex-
cerpts from editorial
reaction to the Nixon Ad-
ministration’s decision to
give support, including the
use of combat advisers and
tactical air attack, to a
South Vietnamese military
operation in Cambodia.
The (Denver Rocky Moun-
tain News — ““The choice
facing - the United Stafes is
not between doing nothing
and sending 500,000 men.
This country is capable of
supplying weapons without
GIs. Such a low-key program
may not succeed. But it’s
better than standing by and
watching another Southeast
Asian domino fall — and de-
moralizing all the rest.”
Washington Post — *“This
is a stupefying development,
which- makes you wonder
where in the world this Nixon
crowd was when we were
working our way insidiously
into - the Vietnam war. Does
nobody in this administration
remember how that scenario
went: First, try it with South
Vietnamese army, with
American advisers and
Americanequipment and
American  encouragement,
and if that doesn’t do it,
throw in air support, and
then, if that doesnt work,
American combat froeps.”
The (New York) Daily
News — “How could the
president have decided gther-
wise? He is committed (with,
we’'re convinced, majority
popular endorsement in this
country) to bringing the war
io an honorable econclusion
without a U.S. bugout and
with the Vietnamese free to
choose their own ferm of
,government without coercion
from Moscow, Peking or Ha-
noi.”

Atlanta Constitution —
“The painful truth may be
that the United States is
lurching into war in Cambod-
ia in the same manner it sent
troops to Vietnar — first ad-
visers, then aircraft cover,
then infantry troops.

United Press

I The New York Times —-
“Premdent Nixon, who was
ielected on a pledge to brmg
fbeace in Vietnam, has in-
stead escalated the war into
Cambodla in a rash move
that has the gravestimplica-
}tlons for the United States .

» the war will be not only
widened but prolonged, and
g:asualties will rise . . . the
meove into Cambodig. is a
dragic repetition of the mis-
akes of the past, a virtual
renunciation of the Presi-
‘dent’s promise of disengage-
ment from Southeast Asia
and of the principles of the
‘Nixon doctrine itself.”

. The Boston Globe — “The
‘generals won and the peace-
makers lost . . . this is how
ithe United States became
mired in Vietnam. President
:Nixon by supporting the at-
‘tack into Cambodia has tak-
en the first backdoor step
into afullscaleIndochina
‘war. Today, though, there is
joneimportant difference,
‘Red China has not joined the
sactive combatants in publicly
.sweanng to restore a neu-
‘fralist government in. Cam-
“bodia.




