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- BANGKOK, THAILAND, Sept. 16— Diplomats
and Hanoi-watchers here understand why the
United States is consistently rebuffing Vietnam’s
diplomatic initiatives, but they see the policy as
short-sighted and harmful to the interests of all con-
cerned. '

Hanoi is said to be just as eager as its neighbors
are to make sure that Vietnam does not come to de-
pend too heavily on the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe for economic aid and the political debts it
Creates. !

Observers here agree that the last manifestation
of continuing American hostility, the threat to veto
Vietnam’s application for United Nations member-
ship, should have been expected.
© “After all,” said one Asian observer, “there are no
votes in handing over money to a country that has
just humiliated you”—a reference to U.S. refusal to
pay the $3.25 billion pledged in the Paris accords.

Nonetheless, the move was especially discomfort-
ing for members of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, which cannot afford to ignore the Te-
ality of a Communist Vietnam.

- Thajland, informed sources here say, has been
particularly interested in seeing Vietnam join re-
gional and international bodies. “The Thais want Vi-
etnam to have as many options as possible,” said a
Foreign Ministry insider, “and one door has just
been slammed in their face.” :

‘Even Indonesia and Singapore, seen as the most
anti-Communist members of ASEAN, are said to be
annoyed at the U.S. veto threat.

. At the same time, observers here say, Hanoi has
gone out of its way to show itself accommodating to
its non-Communist neighbors as well as making
such gestures toward the United States as releasing
U.S. citizens from Saigon, handing over the names
df 12 Americans listed as missing in action and of-
fering to meet the United States for talks on re-
maining issues outstanding. .

: Hanoi’s eagerness for Western involvement,
sources here say, stems from the high level of {ech-
nological expertise the United States can offer.

“U.S. oilmen want to get back” into Vietnam “to
recoup their investment,” said a Western diplomat,
“and the Vietnamese want them because they have
the know-how and data that would be expensive to
gather again, if indeed it could be. ; i

. “The Japanese are moving in very fast,” he added, !
“and U.S. business is missing out on the opportuni- i
ties. Vietnam is going to be a thriving concern in !
the years to come.” =4
- Few observers here think that Hanoi expects to
get all of the $3.25 billion agreed on in Paris in 1973,
but few see the Vietnamese as willing to drop the
issue. What sources here expect are discreet con-
tacts later in the year, when a doHars-for-names ar-
rangement might be worked out.

U.S. sources were unequivocal in saying that no
matter how the U.S. Presidential election comes
out, the MIAs issue would remain paramount, but
few others showed sympathy for the American posi-
tion.




