Secrets
Seized

Files of Thieu,
U.S. Agent List

Left f(}r Hatnoi
By Don Obidr: orfer
Washington Post Staff Writer
North Vietnamese in-

[ vading Saigon took over

virtually complete files of

the South Vietnamese
armed forces, nationai
police and secret inteili-
gence agency, including
highly classified ds'
which had been furnished
by the Uhited States, ac-
cording to the last chief

CIA analyst of Commu-

nist strategy at the U.S.

\ Embassy there.

Frank W, Snepp, who left
Saﬁﬁgr%on&{h%gfl{nh day of
U.S. evacuation last year
and resigned from the CIA
this January, said the secret
fites of formrer'South Viet-
samese President - Nguyen
Van Thieu Wwere also left be-
m S o

Calling these unintended
legacies “a tragedy,” Snepp
said they may reveal to
Communist - sutborities g
great deal about U.S. inteRi-
gence operations and permit
them to identily well-placed
U.S. agents behind Commu-
nist lines as well as “anyone
who helped us in the slight-
est degree.”

Snepp’s statements in an
interview confirmed por-
tions of an extraordinary
book-length ~ memoir, re-
cently published and bruad-
cast in Vietnam, by ibe
Narth Vietnamese Army
Chief
Tien D
ilinist Tield commander for
i .the final campaign of the
¢ war.

At 8outh Vietnamese po-
lice headquarters and mili-
tary general staff headquar-
ters “we found that top-se-
cret files and documents of

* the opuppet commanders
U were intact” Dung wrote.
“A meadern enem: computer
centaining the records of

each officer and enlisted
man of the puppet armed
forces of more than a mil-
lion was stiil operating.”

. “Gial Phong!”, a recent
book on the fail of Saigen
by Tiziare Terzani, an Ital-
ian journalist who remained
in the capital after the take-
over, reported that double
agents “inside South Viet-
nam’s Central Intelligence
Organization were able to
save “all the dossiers that
had been compiled over the
years by the secret police in
{ collaboration with the
\American CIA."

Snepp, who is writing a
book of his own on the col-
lapse of South Vietnam, at-
tributed the failure to de-
stroy vital deocuments and
other records to mistaken
belief by senior U.S. Em-
bassy officials in “smoke
screens” and “ambiguous
signals” which suggested
that a negotiated settlement
was pozsible. This “‘wishful
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{hinking,” shared in Wash-
‘ington, put off the destrue-
tion of files and evacuation
of key intelligence agents
until it was too late, Snepp
§ said.

» Snepp said the CIA’s chief
in Saigon, Tho Polgar,
as well as ATbassador T%ra-
ham Martin were deceived
by hints of a negotiated dea!
in April 1875 and were en
couraged in their belief by
high officials in Washington.
At the same time, however,
‘“‘consistent intelligence
from the ground was that
there would be no negoti-
Jjated settlement, and this
| was from the most reliable
Sources,” Snepp said.

- The North Vietnamese
igeneral's account of deci-
.sion-making in the Commu-
nist command gives no indi-
cation that a negotiated deal
 was considered during the
final Saigon drive, and ev-
lery indication to the con-
‘trary. Dung relates that the

|
|

order for quick liberation of
Sz_aigon came from the North
Vietnamese Politburo in the
third week of March, 1975,
He reports Successive orders
after that for the Saigon at-
tack with no sign of letup.

- Dung  refers contemptu-
ously to “perfidious diplo-
matic maneuvers to check
our {roops’ advance and
avoid total defeat” He
attzcks the “U.S, CIA cligue
in Saigon” for conducting
vhat he claims were “many
insidious plots.” CIA station
chief Polgar who is of Hun-

[ garian extraction. was a key
i fizure in Saigon contacts

anouL 4 nogotiated deal witt
Hungarian and Polish deic
gates of the Internatiomal
Control Commission.

Secretary of State Henry
A, Kissinger evidently
nlaced credence in the possi-
bility of a negotiated deal to
forestall the atfack on Sai-
gon. Kissinger has said pub-
licly { North. Vietnam
“changed their signals” and
““appeared to shift suddenly
ito 2 military option” on
April 27, three days before
“the fall of the capital. But
the Dung account—andthe,
intelligence reports ‘cited by
Snepp—indicate there was
no possibility ot negotiations
and thus there was no shift
in signalg, . . - : )

Snepp said several key
points in the recent detailed
memoir-by 'the North Viet-
namese  gemeral have cop-
vinced him that the Commy- |
nist side’ had a.spy with ae- .
cess to the most important
information of the South Vi-
etnamese governmerit. Atthe
same time, he added, the
United States had ccuraté
intelligence  within. ~ days
about Communist srtategie
decisions ¢ited in Dung’s se-
count, .. :

The crucial difference,
Snepp suggested, was that
the Communists believed
the intelligence they ‘were
getting, . "but  the United
States chiose to ignore its ar-
curate Wﬂmdﬂa ina

‘conceniration en “smoke
screens’” and “wishful think-
ing” sbout negotiations.
According to Snepp, the
“account by Dung gives these
.indicatiens of Communist
‘intelligence powers:
® Dung reports receiving



a “flash cable” at his field
command post March 13
from Defense Minister Vo
Nguyen Giap in Hanoi say-
ing that the Politburo and
high command believed
South Vietnam might aban-
don the Central Highlands
in a ‘“strategic retreat.”
Dung was instrgcted to
quickly encircle Phubon, a
key area in a retreat path.

According to Snepp,
Thieu had been seriously
considering such a retreat
in great seécrecy for only a
few days before that, and se.
cretly informed his cabinet
and the Joint General Staff
March 13 that he had de-
cided to execute the with-
drawal plan. The South Viet-
namese general in charge
of the withdrawal was in-
formed March 14. The pull-
out began March 15.

The United States knew
nothing of Thieu’s order un
‘il March 15, Snepp said. By
len, Dung’s troops were al-
ready moving to cut off the

retreat  al Phubon.  The
quick North Vietnamese ma-
neuver led to the destruc-
tion of nearly the entire
force being withdrawn from
the highlands—the equaiva-
tent of two division. This
was to be Thieu's strategic
reserve. “That loss spelled
the end of South Vietnam
Snepp said.
® Dung quotes “cur inteli
gence reporis” on 3 @ujer
assessment sessien held by
Thieu on the fourth Mapr of
the presidential palace in
Saigon Dec. 9-10, 1974. This
assessment, which predicted
only moderately big Com-
- munist attacks during 1975.
was quoted by Dung in his
memeir. Snepp said the qup-
tation was a remarkably .ar.
curate summary of a U.S.
t{CIA estimate—which he him-
self drafted—supplied for
Thieu’s use in the year-end
ssessment.

After learning of the Sai-
gon assessment, the Hanoi
Politbure amended its plan
for a two-year campaign to
liberate the South. While
still Plaaning for a 1875.78
sampaign, the Polithuro
added a guideline for libera-
tion in 1978 “if opportunities

presented - themselves” ac-°

eording to Dung.

This was done in Hanoi on
Jan. 9. 1975 According to
Snepp, the United States ob-
tained an accurate intel}i.
gence report within 10 davs
of this decision.

® Dung quotes a secret re-
port sent by Ambassador
Martin to Washington on
April 19, 1975, “on the true
situation” in the South. Aec-
curately summarized by
Dung, this report was
drafted by Snepp for Martin
t0 us¢ in' persuvading Thieu
to.resign the presidency and
thus make wsy tor the ru-
mored ‘negotiations”

According to Snepp. Mar
tin took a copy of the report
to Thieu at the presidentia;
palace on April 20. while ca-
bling another copy to Wash-
ington. The report was a de-
cisive factor in Thicu’s de-

- cision to resign, which he

announced Apri 21.

Snepp said he helped pre-
pare—but does not stand by
—another classified U.S. re-
port which was quoted in
the North Vietnamese gen-
eral’s account of the final
days of the war. This esti-
mate, cited as evidence that
Thieu was “forced to fight a
poor man’s war.” said that
South Vietnamesc firepowe
had decreased by nearly 60
per cent due to bomb and
awnmunition shortages, and
that South Vietnamese mo-
biliily was cut in half by

! shortages of aircraft, veki-

cles and fuel, .
Snepp said  these g3l
males were prepargd by
U.S. officisls in Exiglo sariy
n 178 in oft <loet § a0
Cangress on the need to s

“provriate additional aid te
Scuth Vietnam. Snepp said
ihe phrase, “a poor mam’s
war,” was originated by the
United 8tates.for this pir-
weg, ISR Gr

e formed CTA olifield

V"Said these estimates were

“billingsgate” — numbers
pulled out of the air for U S
political reasons. He said he

T

these numbers when i
spips ohtaingd them ip i



