YTime 2
VN ’?nam OHC

PR 301076
ear Later..

A Major Transformatzoni

Vast Groups Shifted

By FOX BUTTERFIELD
Special to The New York Times
HONG KONG, April 29 — A
university professor has become
a bicycle repairman after his
school was closed. A lawyer has
gone to work clearing scrub
jungle in the countryside after
his profession was abolished.
The wife of a major in the for-
.mer South Vietnamese Army
lost her house and had to selt
all her furniture after her hus-
band was taken away for what
was said to be a three-week
re-education course last June.
He is still not back and now
she runs a portable soup stall

to earn enough to live.
“Every day now is hard,”

she wrote recently to a relative
in the United States. “I get up
at 5 every morning to do pro-
ductive labor, and I wusually
don’t finish til amost midnight.
There is so little future for

us"’
_These are some of the

.c’hanges pieced together from
refugee reports, letters from

| Continued on Page Al9, Col. 1

I

Dream Fadés in U.S.
By JAMES T. WOOTEN

Special to The New York Times
CULVER CITY, Calif—On a

sunny afternoon not long ago,
a once-prosperous lawyer from

Saigon sat in his tiny, dark-
ened apartment here, sipping
from a plastic cup and sadly
pondering his days as an exile.,
“I knew it would be hard,”
Duong: Dong Minh sighed, “but

This is another in a series
of articles following selected
Vietnamese refugees through
various stages of adjustment
to life in the United States.

it is so much harder than 1
thought.”
He spoke only for himself,
of course, but his words also
seemed appropriate to the
130,000 other Vietnamese who
came on the run with him last
spring—remnants of a ruinous
war, scrambling ‘in  panic
from their homeland, searching
through frightened eyes for
that old dream of a new life.
Now, one year after their|
dramatic exodus, they have
found, like Mr. Minh, that the
dream does not come easy.
Some have adjusted with re-
markable speed, a few have
fared extraordinarily well—but

. -

Continued on Page AlS, Col. 3

‘South Vietnamese workers rébuild a bndge ‘near Da Nang
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SODTH VIRTNAM:
ONE YEAR LATER

Continued From Page 1A,Col. 5

Viétnamese and account's of
the few foreigners still in Sai-
gon: that have gradually but
profoundly transformed Saigon
in''the year sincsé Communist
troops entered the city . last
April 30, bringing -an end to
three decades of war,

| Changes of Vielence

On the surface, these changes
ini:South Vietnam' have been
fariless drastic and bruta] than
those -that followed the Com-
munist takeover in Cambodia:
There have been no mass exe-
cutions, no reports of starva-
tion.-and no forced exodus of
entire city populations to the
countryside. :

/But the alterations the Com-
munists have brought -have
been - sweeping and painful
nenetheless, and have come
much faster than many Vietna-
mese -had expected. People of
an entire social class of perhaps
a« milliont people—officers -in
the defeated South Vietnamese
‘Army, the 250,000~ member
bureaucracy, the -police and all
those who -worked: for the
Americans—have been dispos-
sessed. They have been stripped
of; their jobs, their state hous-
ing, their savings and, if they
were disabled or retired, their
pensions. :

~For many .the only. choice
is-to:go to the ‘‘new’economic
zones”’ that the Communists

»secretary of the party’s south-

have: set up in .uncleared land
in-;the countryside. But few
were ever farmers.

¥ " Prolonged ‘Re-education” -

. With only a few exceptions,
the  South Vietnamese Army
officers, policemen and politi-
cians who were taken off for
re-education” coqurses last sum-
mer have not returned, though
they were told at the time
to, bring food and clothes for
only.a few weeks. | ,

A Vietnamese who escaped
to, Hong Kong by fishing boat
reported that the body of his
brother, a former army captain,
had been sent home in a coffin.
The, refugee believed his broth-
er had been Kkilled while clear-
ing a mine field. , .

Another Vietnamese family
received a letter from a son
who,said he might “graduate”
from his . course in “two or
three more years.” :

At the same time, the econo-

my, which admittedly was arti-
ficially active. because of vast
American aid, has sharply de-
teriorated. By the Communists’
own. accounts, there are two
million unemployed, prices of
mogst items have tripled and
corruption remains a way of
lifg, as it was under. the. old
Saigon leadership.. ;

The old popular culture of
books, poems, songs and movies
has been banned as *“deca-
- educational
system has:been ‘realigned to
follow that of: North :Vietnam,
complete: with 300 :tons ; of
North Vietnamese textbooks
that have been; shipped to the;
South. o

Hanoi Officials Dominant

Despite  the Communisis}
earlier assertions that the Nas|
tional Liberation Front and t]

. Provisional Revolutionary G V-
ernment were part of an inde-|.
pendent and indigenous; South|
. Vietnamese movement;
of South Vietnam-ove
year has remained firmly in the
hands of men ‘who have recent-
ly been publicly identified. by
the Communists themselves as
*members ‘of" the Polithuio or|
Central Commiittee of the Lao|d
Dong, or Workers’ Party in
Hanoi. :

The most prominent .among
these is Pham Hung, the fourth
ranking member of the Polit-
buro, who is now described as

ernszbranch.” He has been listed
ahead of all the National Lib-
eration Front leaders in official
hews reports, a usual sign of
seniority. /

* Mr. Hung, who is 64 years
-old, is a native of the Mekong
Delta. But, according to state.
ments by the Communists,|.
“tens of thousands”. of officials
qand technicians have been sent
girom the North to the South
in the last year .to help run
.the country. ’

- Moreover, though the war
shas been over for a year, -Unit- 2
ed States intelligence sources
;say North Vietnam has not
ywithdrawn any of ifs “troops
;irom the South, and keeps eight
.divisions in the -Saigon area
alone.

- The election of a new Nation-
al Assemply this week, with
representatives from  both
North and South, takes the
country a step further toward
formal unification, which'is ex-
pected in the next two or three
months. But in fact, as the
emergence of Mr. Hung makes
(Clear, unificationhas been in
effect since last April 30, and
jall the old distinctions hetween '
North Vietnamese troops and
.the Southern National Libera-|!
ftion Front have become largely !
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- relief that the war was ‘ over
and surprise at how well thel:

’?meamingless. B
Process of Transition = “

The process of creating a
ineéw social order has been un-|

teven, and South Vietnam re-|"

'mains a country in transition,
somewhere between its now

*discredited past and its “revo-|
}utronary” future. The Commu-|:

ists, for example, have made
ittle effort so far to ca
jout a-major land-redistribution
iprogram in the. countryside,
perhaps mindful of the violent
reaction that accompanied the
process in North Vietnam.

When the Communists took
over last spring, many South
Vietnamese welcomed them.
apparently out of a sense of

Morth Vietnamese troops be-
haved. ‘But judging from red
of h cent reports, this perioar-
‘'mony soon soured. ' )

-|"_ A critical chahge came when
‘ithe  Communists introduced

|their own" new "currency last
fall, exchanging it for old South
Vietnamese piasters at a rate
-|of 500 old piasters’to one new
dong, a rate many Vietnamese
found highly unfair.

:|. Since - people. were . allowed
;|to” excharnge -a ‘totals of ‘only

.|200,000 old piasters, they could
‘obtain a maximum of 400 new
dong. And with the black-mark-
et rate for the dohg now at|
more ‘than 10 to a dollar, ev- |
eryone’s savings were reduced
to $40 at most.” * '~ '

At the same time, North Viet-
namese soldiers and wofficials
reportedly went on a “shopping
spree,” as one Vietnamese put
it in a letter, taking advantage
of the people’s need for money
to buy up eVverything from
French perfume to Japanese
transistor radios and American
cars. Many of these have since
appeared for sale in black
markets” in Hanoi. According
‘to one report, the Communists
even packed wup the former
United States Army Third Field
Hospital in Saigon-and moved
it to the North.

¥

Adding
tulties, some: Vietnamese re-
pott; Was the, Commiuhists® im-

position. of “a ¥aldry cut for
those i‘teachiérs; civil” servants
dnd-businessmen who were al-
{owetl to keep their jobs.

. %A teacher in the Mekong
delta«city of Can tho, for ex-
maple,” wrote to his brother
in the”United States that his
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pay was cut in half and he§
‘made only 30 dongs a month, |

or.$2.to $3.. This is said to
be about. average for many
Vietnamese. :

But the price of a bowl of |

pho the popular Vietnamese

noodl soup, has tripled to one

and a half dong, and a pair
jof trousers is now said to cost
{as much as 80 dong because
| the fabric has to be imported.

. Perhaps in part because of i

these economic hardships; there
have been periodic reports of
continued resistance by " small
8roups in some parts of Viet-
nam. BT T8

Most reports of incidents,

none of which can be verified, |

oome from areas with a history
of opposition to the Commun-
ists — from the Montagnard,
or nonethnic Vietnamese region
around Ban Me Thuot in the

Roman Catholics in Saigon and
from the Hoa Hao, 2 Buddhist
sect in the Mekong Delta.
But American intelligence an
outside supply of arms ~and
other help, this resistance ‘con-
stitutes little more than an an-
noyance to the Communists.
One of South Vietnam’ most

popular = poets, Vu Hoang|

Chuong, recently managed to
smuggle a poem out of the
country to a friend.

The: 65-year-old poet, who !
used ‘to ‘compose Tove verse for

generations of young Viet-
namese, .is no.longer allowed
to publish in Saigon. The new
poem reads, in part:
On- the banks of the river, .the
‘grass is' overgrown.
Friends are coming no more.
This estranged land is slowly sink-
ing into darkness, =~
And my soul is drowned under

Central Highlands, from some|
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waves of sadness.




The Old Dream of a New Li

Continued From Page 1A, Col. 8

for the rest of the Vietnamese,
which is most of the Viet-
namese, it has been a very dif-
ficult time.
Although completely accurate
unemployment statistics are not
available, a Government survey
and other inquiries around the
country show that more than
8,300 Vietnamese are unem-
ployed and looking for work,
and that nearly 8,000 Vietnam-
ese are no longer looking for
a job. Many others who have
found work are either under-
employed or earning only sub-
sistence wages.. S
Many Difficulties
Government aid and private
largess have been bountiful, but
bureaucratic tangles and politi-
cal maneuvering seem often to
have added to the already siz-
able burdens of Vietnamese
families.
While other refugees have
the thousands of Cubans, Hun-

. |garians, Czechs, Ugandans and

' Saigon who now lives in this

Soviet Jews, for instance—that
is of little comfort to the Viet-
namese. :

“In fact, it is like ‘telling a
endured the same experience—
wounded man that others have
fallen in battle before him,”
Nguyen Ngoc Linh, a former
Minister of Information in South
Vietnam, said recently in Wash-
ington. “It does not stop the
the pain.”

As executive director of -the,
National Center for Vietnamese
Resettlement, Mr. Linh has be-
come a veritable catalogue of
his countrymen’s problems in
the United States, from lan-
guage, diet, climate and culture
to prejudice, mistreatment and
outright abuse.

Now, his organization, pri-
vately funded, says it has be-
gun to detect signs of severe
emotional and psychological
stress among some of the Viet-
namese: insomniac children,
terrified by their nightmares;
lonely elders, staring silently
into space; bickering couples,
edging toward estrangement.
And, it says, there have been
reports of wife-beating, at-
tempted suicides and nervous
breakdowns.

“But finding jobs is the big-
gest hurdle,” said Drew Sawin,
a former employee of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agncy in Viet-
nam, who is now on the staff
of the center. “If we could ever
lick that, I think the rest of
it would fall into place, as it
has for. almost every . other
group of immigrants.”

Mr. Minh, the lawyer from

suburb of Los Angeles, con-
curs. “Once we get jobs, we
feel better,” he said. “When we

get better jobs, we will feel

i

The New York Times
Lieut. Gen. Dong Van
Khuyen, ex-chief of staff
of the South Vietnamese
Army, is waiter at York-
at a Yorktown, Va., res-..
taurant. '

With the help of his spon-
sors, several nearby Lutheran
churches, ‘Mr. Minh, a 62-year-
old native of Hanoi, wrote more
than 225 résumés and job ap-
plications iast fall. He got not
a single reply and finally went
to work as a $308-a-month
bookkeeper for Lutheran Social
Services in Los Angeles.

“He works very hard,” said
the Rev. John Russell, pastor
of the Village Church of West-
wood, and one of Mr. Minh's
sponsors. “But the work itself
is far 'below his skills, his
background and his - experi-
ence.”

Mr. Minh is not alone. In
fact, according to Mr. Sawin
and Mr. Linh, underemployment
is widespread among the ref-
ugees, and nowhere is it more
striking than among former
military officers.

A three-star general in the
South Vietnamese Army is now |
working as a flagman for a|
construction company making
repairs to a Washington-Bal-
timore highway.

Another general, Dong Van
Khuyen, who was the last-chief
of staff of the Vietnamese
Army, got a job as a waiter in
a seafood restaurant in York-
town, Va.

“even better.”

Nguyen Van Cuuc, who com-

wsion, .with its alréady tight job

ivilians, people like Mr.

Minh, who was not only a

practicing “attorney but re-!

spected civil servant as well
High-Leyel Backgreunds

According to statistics from,
the United States Departmeént|
of Health, Educati i Wel-|
fare, nearly a
000 Vistnamese
here have professiong]
cal or managerial b

“But because of the

market,: smatching thefn - to|
compatible jobs or even re-)
motely similar jobs is practical-|

ly ““ipossible,”” said Larry|
McDonough, of the depart-
ment's  Task Force on Indo-|

chinese Refugees.

The job situation is compli-
cated by the fact that the ref-
ugees come to this country un-
der a Congressional immigrant
parole. Under its terms there is
no guarantee that they will be
permitted to become citizens or
resident aliens. Because of the
conditions, they cannot qualify
for most government jobs, in-
cluding military enlistment.

Mr. Minh and his family are
a prime example of employment
problems.

His son, Hao Danh, was a
dentist in Saigon with a busy
practice. Now, he is unemployedi

land feverishly studying English

so that he can return to school
and once again practice den-
tistry. His daughter, Chi Kim,
was a data processor for I.B.M.
in Vietnam and is now work-
ing as a-keypuncher for a local
company. Another daughter,
Tuyen Kim, was an English
teacher in an elementary school
and is now a clerk in a depart-
ment store. -

A third daughter, Ngoc Diep!
Thi, was a science teacher and
now works in the cafeteria of
a Beverly Hills public school,
;and her husband, Bach Vinh
Toan, was a doctor and is now
‘a laboratory technician in a
Los Angeles hospital.

‘We Are Lucky’

“Still, I think wer are lucky,”
Mr. Minh said.

“We are healthy and we are
working very hard and mayhe{
some day we will even eujoy,
our work.” |

Others are not so forutnate.
According to a study condurted
for the Federal Government,
more than 5,000 Vietnamese!
men and 3,300 women are un-
employed—that is, looking 'fm"
work. |

Moreover, these same statis-|
tics show that nearly 8,000/
Vietnamese men are 1o lorzgerf

form

i

G
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Mr® not regard
that study as reliable. It was
vased on a telephone sampling

of about 1,500 families. ‘
“The figures for utemploy-
ment and welfare are extreme-
ly low. 1 know they are” he
said. “And the firs{ ripot? is
that everybody they -included
in the study had a telephome.
That isn’t a very relizble wav
to {rack these people and find
out what’'s happening on a
farger scale.” . .
. But that is the only way the
Federal Government attempts
to. keep track of;them, and
thére: are some. critics who see
fh;s as part of a studied indis-
ierence towardsthe refus :
the Government, Riveesly
“I think they wanted maybe
to make 9s as guickly invisible
as possible,” said Dr. Toean, Mr.
Minh's son-indaw. “That is
guite  understandable,  you
know. I think we represent a
reminder of what the  Govern-
ment would like to forget.”
Assistance Confinues
Still, more: than a half bilti
tax dollars have beénb‘ b}?:i
sliocated for the refugees’ re-
settlement, and the it
of Health, Education and Wel-
fare still ‘has a force of 80
people working  an refugse
. Reriodic . new; %, n)
French, English- 2sd Vietnam.!
;{se,' ;re ipubﬁshcd. ‘A free hot
ine for lega) advice hag f
eg:tab}iw with the e Bmt

Eiiﬁﬂb ill'a great
deal of cotrdination wit_hg the|
volunteér agencies that assisted |

in the radatila

rasetiicment.

Still)-in: its apparent haste
to close the tenteeity centers’
that- were the refugses’ first
homes in this country, the Fed.'
tal Government may-have un-

necessarily created additional }:
problems for the Vietnamese., |’

Between . 40,000 and 50,000

of them. were transferred to
sponsors in private homes, out-
side the.protection and control
of the volunteer agencies. That
simply has not worked out.
Limited financia]’ resources
have stretched individual spon-
sors’ hudgets to.the breaking
point and the tensions of two
iramilies living under the samec
‘roof have generally been un-
bearable,
| “Oh, it was great fun for a
while,”” a Red Cross worker in
Houston said earlier this month,
“but the welcome soon wore
out, and the best thing for them
has been to get them into sep-
arate quarters. That doesn’t
solve all the problems, but it’s;
a beginning.” ‘
It was near Houston that the
Federal Government, in a fa-
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The Texas city has becou:,
because of iis climate, one of
the most popular gat}wv ng!
‘points  for refugees in

|business, making nuoC mam, a
fermented fish sauce.
Because of the rather uns

‘petizing—by Western stmda A
jat ieast—=methods for i
ithe . t sauce, tbe Uniteﬁ

|States Food and Drug Admxms-,
tration: erdered the group to
Istop making it. Nuoc mam, in-
cidentally, is prepared in pre.’
cisely the same way in the Phil-
Jpplnes and’ regularly reported
'to and ao}a in the United States.
| While: t sbuse has been

of ome of the mo;g;mkilg

‘caaes Kim Lien,
Vietnamese woman with & smali|
rdaughter, was first moved to

the ¢ §
country, and .a small group of 5;;
(them there, decided to go mtﬂ‘

\\ jhei s

i

' dent (3f ‘1
His b
and Tw
‘been publi: i
6. mave gut u: & reg nu’i no;m
in Feirfax, Va., into one he has-
just purchased in rearhv
Vienna,
“1 hope Mr. Ky 13 doirs‘d
well,” Mr Minh said, ashen

reached the dregs in his tegsr

¥

where orked| cup. “But fmmw 1 canpotsbwer
;:ﬁ;aﬁ?;;%km the ,{‘,};;.‘24 her| overly cancerw* m h h:s weled
{sponsor, fare. I must ¢
.~ Then, ' when her ' gponsor| 08 family
moved tb the Houston area, the| quires my
*rzfugge and her child went with| S0, ”ﬂf{ €ay
'him. He soon disappéared and wrinkled, azing
|she bagan to do menial chores refugee like nim b
iin a mvem awned by 2 woman and the rest of hiz femilv g
Lm nCout m the busisess of ad]uxtp,g
( ¢ “her| ment ‘
vgha: Big shg dgd not ve up cus-| Eve;‘y morning, ne rides a bsy
ody of hér child, she would be| into downtown m Angeles?
deported. where he sits a1 day over col
i mwh% umns of figures and balantent
2 man_in a sukgzb;n ‘house sheéts. His son spends 10 to k@
hdurs eech day, dili g:t,r't!} pups
Bynmygbw I% over Engush grammar ee:tmu
Commumcy Smweq had three nights week in aev
Enghsh c}ass ai a nearby pub- -
fic” schoal,
His sizx- aw  sp ebnds ﬁh‘,
] M- ﬁmﬂnt& ita® laboral
y. % gort or studying vican medd
; 18 infrequent, f‘!ﬁ;“saﬁn textbooks anc *anmﬁg for
sa;d "'Bv and large, ‘the Amer./enroliment ﬂvenmeﬁfaj
ican ve begen generous sponsored " Vietnan:'

to a fault,

Sﬁe of the refugees have

grown so dependent on their
'spongors and other Americans
‘that they are doing nothing to
heip themselves.”

m:u Work Ethic
‘But, for the most part, the|
.Vxetnameso seem to have a
strong work ethic and, regard-
less of their economic situa-
tion; mest 'of ‘them have not
g:vcn up.

fm&a with 17 members,

‘that the winters there weretowns, I

simply beyond their ability to
: adiust.
i So the father explained their
i discomfort to; their sponsors
fand mw wera’ made
tcr them to move—back here
- Southern: California, new
moest a meccs for many
18 Vietr ‘ﬂ.ﬂ’"if‘&?

ese doct

they &
father
two g

Galdwyn-] studids
rises againsi Scmhem cali-’
fornia sky. 7o, the charred ™
i remainstomo i rwism e Westefn

ﬂ){éﬁ gm i
American s &
idly visit
the }oar they ¢
all the worid n bp t}w shred.

ded, bombed-out mlks of war -

“1 Hé-

dn et

“No” Mr. Minh smd
mr think zhout ¢H at,

i that



