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STHANOUK RESIGNS
S CHIEF OF STATE

Cambodian Prince Says He
Is Quitting Politics

BANGKOK, Thailand, April 5

hanouk gave up his figurehead
job as Cambodia’s head of
state, officially retiring “from
politics and parting company
with one of the world’s most
lisolated, austere Communist re-
igimes. ; 2 %

Prinze Sihanoux will get a
state pension of $8,000 a month
and live as a respected elder
statesman, according to Khieu
Samphan, a Deputy Prime Min-
ister in the Phnow Penh Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Khiev Samphan, speak-
ing over the Phnow Penh radio
said that the 53-year-old Prince
wanted to retire “so that he
will have.time for"the private
life of .his family.”. - -
¢ The Cabine accepted: his' re-
[signation with regret, the Dep-
ruty said. : !

However, Prince Sihanouk
put things differently in an-
noucig his decision to the na-
tio. over the radio. :

-~ Cop by Lon Nol Recalled

He said he had decided. in
principle - six. years .ago—after
he:.was  ‘oyerthrown by .the
:|American-packed: Marshal ‘Lon
Nol-=that’ ‘he” would “retire
compietely.. and forever from
the ~-politcal. scene” once that
rjcoup hrad been reversed and ‘a
{ inew revolutionary- era st.arted.
_- This'- happened when the
Cambodian .Communists routed
President : Lon" Nol’s forces a
year ago, and :the . Prince. ‘said
today: - “All my wishes have
been realized
tion.”

'

(Reuters)—Prince, Norodom Si-!

without. “excep-’

,ihanouk:
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| Sea—10:30-A.M. and3<PM
Committee -en .. Relations
| with U.S. as host counfry—
| 10:30 AM. S

| Tickets may be obtained;"gkt_ A
| the public desk, main lobhy, |
United Nations headquarters. .
Tours: 9. A.M, to 4:45 PM. |
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“|Prince Sihahouk has held nq"g

real power. "His withdrawaliy,
jfrom politics appeared to rep-|,
jresent recognition by both the..
Prince and the Communist re-|
gime that it was time to -part;
company amicably and - -offi-!

cially. , . ¥ iy
' Prince Sihanouk’s depafturely,
from the, political scene came. A
two weeks after -Cambodia’s:;,
first elections, held *urider the ¢
Communist regime. A:250-mem-;
ber People’s Representative: sk,
sembly: made up. of farmers,!

workers ‘-and”  soldiers: ;?,W:as{

ichosen and the Government|j,
jsaid it would -have.a ke}f -role g,
in the Cambodian powerfstruc: |

Observers -here  'saw tHe
Prince’s -retivement - as- paving’
the way. for, further major: de-
cisions, :such ction,
ficially by th
new . govefnment .a Of: aj i
“state -presidium,” swhich' it 'is! |
'thought will fill the functions|p;
tof head of state. |a

There ‘was ‘no confirmation, fc
here of a report’ by Tass, the h
Soviet  press ‘agency,” - thatld;
/quoted the Phriom Penh’ radio! p
jas having said that Mr, Khieu|G
iSamphan had been named head |3
of state to.su

Cceed Prince S_i'-ll in
Eh0

Since--thé;Communist victory,




