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SAIGON, South Vietnam, Dec.:
23 (Reuters)uArchbishop Ngu-’
yen Van Binh of Saigon issued
a Christmas message today urg-|.
ing Roman Catholics to help|'
build an independent and re-fy
unified Vietnam.

Church authorities are plan-
ining the first traditional Christ-
mas Eve midnight mass for
many years in Saigon’s Catholic
basilica. The archbishop will

\|preside at the service.
s The Government has an-
tjnounced that theré will be no
lcurfew tomorrow night, and this
sfhas added a sparkle to prepara-
s|tions for Vietnam’s first peaces I
:|time Christmas in a generation. |,
1|Saigon’s shops are jammed with i
;|people rushing to buy Christmas|]
trees and other holiday goods. |
:| During the last years of the|,
:|regime of President Nguyen
1| Van Thieu, which fell last April, |
-|the traditional midnight mass
-|at the basilica—just a few hun-
dred yards from the former
ipresidential palace—had to be
jreplaced with early evening
services because of the wartime
curfew.

The Provisional Revolution-
rlary Government, in a statement
t|broadcast repeatedly on the
-iradio and television, has or-
nidered all security forces to in-
d|sure order in the city to enable
--people to celebrate Christmas.
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