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Independence  D
ay in

 L
aos: S

peech
es, F

low
ers an

d 
to

ry
 o

f th
e co

u
n
try

 o
v
er th

e 
last tw

o
 y

ears. 
E

ach
 o

f th
e n

atio
n
's m

ajo
r 

public figures w
as heard, from

 
K

aysone P
hom

vihan, the P
athet 

L
ao leader, to P

rince S
ouvanna 

P
hourna, w

ho nom
inally is still 

P
rem

ier. 
T

h
e V

ien
tian

e rad
io

 an
d

 th
e 

P
ath

et L
ao

 rad
io

, w
h

ich
 co

u
ld

 
b
e h

eard
 h

ere, carried
 b

ro
ad

-
casts o

f th
e cerem

o
n

ies in
 V

i-
entiane and S

am
neua.,  

S
peeches and F

irew
orks 

T
ru

ck
s d

eck
ed

 w
ith

 flo
w

ers 
b
o
re th

e lead
ers th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e 
streets o

f V
ien

tian
e to

 th
e p

a-
rad

e g
ro

u
n
d
s o

f. T
h
at L

u
an

g
 

P
agoda, on the outskirts of the 

city
, w

h
ere larg

e cro
w

d
s o

f 
so

ld
iers an

d
 citizen

s ,listened 
to

 sp
eech

es an
d
 w

atch
ed

 fire-
w

orks. 
F

oreign C
om

m
unist officials 

had been arriving all last w
eek, 

ch
iefly

 at V
ien

g
say

. T
h
e d

ele-
g
atio

n
 fro

m
 N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
, 

w
as led by T

ruong C
hin, m

em
-

ber of the H
anoi P

olitburo. 
leng S

ary, one of C
am

bodia's 
th

re
e
 d

e
p
u
ty

 p
re

m
ie

rs, in
 

ch
arg

e o
f fo

reig
n
 affairs, led

 
th

e
 C

a
m

b
o
d
ia

n
 d

e
le

g
a
tio

n
. 

H
uynh T

an P
hat, the president 

o
f th

e P
ro

v
isio

n
al R

ev
o

lu
tio

n
-

ary
 G

o
v

ern
m

en
t, h

ead
ed

 th
e 

S
o

u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese d

eleg
atio

n
.' 

A
ll w

ere in V
ieng X

ay, a further 
in

d
icatio

n
, if o

n
e w

as n
eed

ed
, 

w
h
ere th

e real p
o
w

er in
 L

ao
s 

is b
ein

g
 ex

ercised
 to

d
ay

. 

B
y D

A
V

ID
 A

. A
N

D
E

L
M

A
N

 
sptetu to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

B
A

N
G

K
O

K
, T

hailand, O
ct. 12 

--W
ith

 cerein
o

n
ies in

 each
 o

f 
h

er th
ree cap

itals, L
ao

s to
d

ay
 

celeb
rated

 h
er 3

0
th

 in
d

ep
en

d
-

ence day. 
S

en
io

r C
o

m
m

u
n

ist lead
ers 

fro
m

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
, C

h
in

a 
an

d
 fro

m
 o

th
er p

arts o
f In

d
o
-

china converged on the P
athet 

L
ao capital of V

ieng X
ay in Sem

-
neua P

rovince along the N
o

r
t
h
 

V
ietn

am
ese b

o
rd

er, as w
ell as 

the political capital at V
ientiane 

an
d

 th
e ro

y
al cap

ital at L
u

an
g

 
P

rabang. T
he celebrations sym

-
bolized the peculiar divided his- 

A
ssociated P

ress 

C
h
ild

re
n
 jo

in
e
d
 P

a
th

e
t 

L
ao fete in V

ientiane. 

H
e w

arned T
hailand repeat-

ed
ly

 ag
ain

st "fu
rth

er p
ro

v
o
ca- 4

. F
o
r tw

o
 y

ears, the P
rem

ier 
d

o
n

s alo
n

g
 o

u
r b

o
rd

er." B
u

t, in
 h

as b
een

 tellin
g

 v
isito

rs th
at 

a rare co
n

ciliato
ry

 n
o

te, h
e th

o
se electio

n
s w

o
u

ld
 m

ark
 h

is 
ad

d
ed

 th
at th

e co
u
n
try

 w
as retirem

en
t fro

m
 p

u
b
lic o

ffice. 
w

illing to m
aintain "diplom

atic T
he m

ajor C
om

m
unist organs 

• relatio
n
s w

ith
 th

e U
n
ited

 an
d
 ag

en
cies--H

sin
h
u
a, in

 P
e-

, S
tates" o

n
 th

e b
asis th

at th
e k

in
g

; N
h

an
 D

an
, in

 N
o

rth
 V

iet-
U

n
ited

 S
tates "m

u
st sin

cerely
 n

arn
; G

iai P
h
o
n
g
, in

 S
o
u
th

 
respect the sovereignty •and in V

ietnam
—

w
ere all issuing edi-

d
ep

en
d
en

ce o
f L

ao
s, m

u
st n

o
t to

rials in
 p

raise o
f L

ao
s's 3

0
th

 
interfere in the internal affairs I  

	
of L

aos, m
ust cease its support 

of the ultra rightist reactionar-
ies, an

d
 m

u
st k

eep
 its-  prom

ise 
to help heal the w

ounds of the 
w

ar in
 L

ao
s." 

P
rem

ier S
ouvarina P

houm
a, 

b
eliev

ed
 to

 b
e tak

in
g

 a q
u

iet 
p
art in

 th
e celeb

ratio
n
s in

 L
u
-

an
g

 P
rab

an
g

, m
ad

e n
o

 p
u

b
lic r; 

ap
p

earan
ce to

d
ay

. B
u

t in
 a 

speech broadcast by the P
athet 

L
ao

 rad
io

, h
e p

raised
 L

ao
s as 

a "civ
ilized

 co
u
n
try

 w
ith

 fin
e 

culture and religion." 
S

om
ew

hat m
ore, m

ildly than 
th

e
 P

a
th

e
t L

a
o
 le

a
d
e
r h

a
d
, 

P
rin

ce S
o
u
v
an

n
a co

n
d
em

n
ed

 
"the im

perialists," but failed to 
M

en
tio

n
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates b

y
 

T
h bland,-tor seeking to "salxi-

I agF
" the G

oV
erninent of L

aos.  
H

e w
as ch

eered
 as h

e ad
d
ed

: 
"T

he uprisings of the people 
th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t th
e co

u
n

try
 d

is-
so

lv
ed

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates aid

 
an

d
 d

ro
v
e th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates 

and T
hai advisers from

 L
aos." 

O
n R

elations W
ith U

. S
. 

n
am

e, o
n

ce, ex
cep

t fo
r refer-

ence to "the strongest im
perial-

ists in the w
orld." 

R
etirem

ent in S
ight 

It m
ay

 b
e o

n
e o

f S
o
u
v
an

n
a 

P
h
o
u
m

a
's la

st m
a
jo

r sta
te

-
m

en
ts. O

n
 T

h
u

rsd
ay

 th
e G

o
v

-
ern

m
en

t sp
o
k
esm

an
, O

u
d
ay

 
Souvarm

ouvong, 	
announced 

that long-aw
aited national elec-

tions w
ould be held next A

pril 

3  

F
irew

orks 
anniversary celebrations. 

T
h
e an

n
iv

ersary
 itself is th

e 
d

ate o
f th

e p
ro

clam
atio

n
 o

f a 
provisional constitution and of 
independence from

 F
rench co-

lo
n

ial ru
le—

a d
ate lo

n
g

 cele-
brated in the "liberated zones" 
o

f L
a
o

s, b
u

t u
n

til th
is y

e
a
r 

n
ev

er celeb
rated

 in
 th

e n
o

m
i-

n
ally

 rig
h

tist areas, su
ch

 as 
V

ientiane. T
here, Independence 

D
ay

 h
as alw

ay
s b

een
 Ju

ly
 1

9
, 

th
e an

n
iv

ersary
 o

f th
e fo

rm
al 

tran
sfer o

f p
o

w
er to

 th
e L

a-
otians by the F

rench, in 1940. 
T

h
e celeb

ratio
n
s w

ere co
n
-

cluded by P
rince S

ouphanou-f 
v
o
n
g
, th

e ro
y
alist sy

m
b
o
l o

f 
P

ath
et L

ao
 p

o
w

er, W
h

o
 p

ro
- ,  

claim
ed: "T

he L
ao people 

a
rt 

genuinely m
asters of their ow

n 
country." 

In
 a sp

eech
 to

 th
e v

isitin
g
 

cis in V
iengsay, M

r. K
ay-

S
one P

hom
viken repeatedly as-

sailed
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 


