
REFUGEES, Fiom Al 

South Vietnam. They thought 
they would be landed at an-
other port in that country 
when they left in confusion as 
Sonth Vietnam fell under 
Communist control last April. 
They are confident they will 
be,allowed to land, on the ba- 
sis; of radio broadcasts and re-. 
po'rts reaching them from 
North and South Vietnam, al-
though there is no official as-
surance of that. 

The ., United States has 
agreed' to recondition a ship 
that brought many of them to 
Guani., the 487-foot vessel Viet-
nam Thuong Tin, a 6,275-ton 

,cago ship. It will take about 
twb to three weeks to equip 
the ship for the two-week voy-
a0 from Guam to Vietnam, 

officials •-said. It will carry 
provisions for a round trip. 

"We are not 'sending them 
back,' " Taft said. "We are al-
lowing them to repossess the 
ship they brought." 

The number of potential re-
turnees has fluctuated. Now, 
in addition to 1,541 on. Guam 
who want to return home, Taft 
said, there are 47 Vietnamese 
in camps in the United States 
who want to join them, plus 
about 50 persons se far who 
have been resttled and 
have been resettled and 

Taft said "tensions have 
peaked in the last, few weeks 
on Guam with a series of out-
bursts and demonstrations." 
Four U.S. marshals were hos-
pitalized in an Aug. 31 riot. 

The decision on letting them 
sail, U.S. officials said, came 
after the United Nations High 
Commissioner, Prince Sadrud- 

din Aga Kahn, failed to get 
"4ms:1...concrete word" from 

autnorities-in 
not during a trip to North Vi-
etnam last week, 

According to Sadraddin's 
depgy, the North Vietnamese 
authorities reiterated their 
"policy of receiving those Vi-
etnainese desirous of. return-
ing to. their homeland," and 
said: "Such return will take 
place as soon as possible after 
the individual applications for 
return have been examined." 

Taft said those applications 
were turned over to Commu-
nist authorities in July. 

Other sources said the Ford 
administration concluded that 
the prince "struck out" for 
any refugee return in the near 
futur4: and. that the United 

! States' Would be in an impossi. 
ble situation if it delayed any 
longer. 

The U.S. veto of U. N. mem-
bership for ' 15btliZforth and 
South 	tigilam; -t1/'unless 
South Korea also is allowed 
to enter the United Nations, 
clearly "has complicated this 
problem," one U.S. source ac-
knowledged. 

In addition, Secretary of 
State Henry A. Kissinger is 
reported to have put South 
Vietnam and Cambodia on the 
list of nations where Ameri-
can passports ' are invalid with-
out specific approval, against 
the recommendations of sub-
ordinates in the Bureau of 
East Asian and Pacific Af-
fairs. 

The formal notice of that 
action, published in the Fed-
eral Register, cited "severe 
hostility" of those govern-
ments toward the United 
States-  since the—fitotnmunist 
takeover in April. 
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President Ford has agree 
to permit about 1,600 refugees 
to try to return to South Viet= 
nam from Guam, on a ship 
they will sail themselves. 

There is no certainty, how-
ever, that Communist authori-
ties in Saigon will ,allow them 
to la 

Th is a "h an dilemma," ", 
said 	lia V. aft, Vietnait  

task orce di ctor, in an 
nou 	g the lohg-debated 
cisio esterday. 

Aline 128,000 refugees have 
beet 	settled by the.  United- 
State* she said, but the 1.60 
or natife wanting to go back to 
SoutifiVietnam have reached: 
"violent proportions" in their/ 
demands to be returned, and!' 
the "United States cannot hold 
themtagainst their will." 

If uth Vietnam refuses to 
acceplIthe people on the shl 
there could be a stormy propa-,! 
ganda battle between the Viet. 
namese Communists and the 
UniteitStates, over who is re-
sponsible for the impasse.: 
That peissibility has troubled., 
many'Ameritan officials for',' 
month* 

cision Monday night, with theq 
Prespeent Ford ma the de-, 

.)-q 6 F 

concuteence of the Nationa 
Security Council, Taft said, to''' 
meet the "adamant desire" of,' 
the refugees to sail back to-
Saigon. 

"This cannot be a 'Flying': 
Dutchman' situation," said one . 
U.S. official, referring to the - 
legendary ship condemned to 
sail the seas forever. "We will - 
receive them back at Guam" if 
they cannot land in South Vi 
etnam, he said. 	 • 

Most of the refugees in-
volved never intended to leave 

See FUGEES, A7, Col. 1 . :) 

See `'Chronicle 1 Oct 75, 
"Return to VietnEu. 


