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Deaths in Cambodia 
Laid to U.S. Policy 

By Dan Morgan 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

At least 15,000 Cambodians 
died of starvation or malnutri- 
tion-related diseases in terri-
tory held by the United 
States-backed government in 
Phnom Penh in the last four 
months of war, according to a 
private study released yester-
day. 

It attributed the deaths to 
an American policy that fa-
vored efforts to sustain the 
Phnom Penh government mili-
tarily over food relief for refu-
gees who poured into the be-
leaguered capital before it fell 
to Communist attackers April 
17. 

The 67-page study issued by 
the Indochina Resource Cen-
ter, a non-profit organization 
that often has criticized ad-
ministration policies in South-
east Asia, also challenged offi-
cial assertions that the mass 
evacuation of the capital or-
dered by the Communist vic-
tors, was an "atrocity" with a 
potential for causing wide 
spread famine. 	- 

"A study of the available ev-
idence shows that the evacua-
tion was ordered in response 
to certaindurgent and funda-
mental needs of the Cambo-
dian population and that ii 
was carried out only after 
careful planning for provision 
of food, water, rest and medi-
cal care, it said. 

American rice shipments to 
the capital in the final days of 
the war fell far short of re-
quirements, and food was di-
verted from the neediest, it as-
serted. 

State Department officials, 
who said they would have to 
study the document before 
comment on details, took issue 
with most of its main conclu-
sions•. 

While conceding that rice 
played a major role in the out-
come of the war, they placed 
much of the blame for the 
starvation And misery on the 

Communists, who blocked rice 
shipments to the capital  in 
the final stages. 

The report's authors, Gareth 
Porter and G. C. Hildebrand, 
said they relied on data sup-
plied by private relief agen-
cies and clinics for their esti-
mates of starvation in the cap-
ital. 

Dr. Gay Alexander, medical 
director for Catholic Relief 
Services in 1974 and 1975, de-
clared shortly before the col-
lapse that "hundreds are dy-
ing of malnutrition every 
day." At the Catholic Relief 
Services children's clinic, 20 to 
25 per cent of the children ad-
mitted died there because' 
their conditions already were 
so poor, the report, says. 

"But these deaths were only 
the smallest tip of the iceberg 
of death by starvation and as-
sociated illness," it adds. 

State Department officials 
said yesterday that 80 per cent 
of the capital's requirements 
were met by an American rice 
airlift in the final weeks, and 
the rest was covered by rice 
brought in from the govern-
ment-held rice-producing prov-
ince of Battambang. 

The officals said malnutri-
tion had increased and resis-
tance to disease had lowered 
in the final months but the 
number of deaths couldn't be 
determined. 

In August, the State Depart-
ment reported there was a 
"growing shortage of food in 
Cambodia," whose main new 
rice crop will not be harvested 
before November. 

The report, called "The Pol-
itics of Food: Starvation and 
Agricultural Revolution in 
Cambodia," asserts the State 
Department ignored evidence 
of an "agricultural revolution" 
in the countryside that has 
made possible acme planting 
of a second, irrigated rice 
crop during the dry season. 


