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Phouma Says He Plans to Retirein’76

5/tions, emphasizing that his

- VIENTIANE, Laos, Sept.

(Agence  France-Presse) —|y;/-"c vans Vatthana in ac.
Prince Souvanna Phouma, the|cordance with the existing
nicutralist Premier of Laos,!|Constitution.

“It will be the leader of the

plans to retire from politics!-
majority who will be designat-

after general elections for a
new national assembly are held |ed "by the sovereign to form
next April. the new nonprovisional govern-
“I have worked hard enough'ment of Laos,” he said.
for my country, and the com-| The coalition Cabinet he
ing elections will mean that heads is a provisional body in
the political problems of Laos which the dominant pro-Com-
have been resolved and that my munist, or Vientiane side, nomi-
task is completed,” the Prince nally command an equal num-
said in an interview today. . |ber of ministries. In fact,
The prince, who will be 74|however, the leftist side con-
next month, had a heart attack|trols virtually all of Laos.
a year ago. He has been Pre-| It is believed here that the
niier, off and on, since 1951. |Premier will most probably
He said he would take no|hand over power to his half-
part in the government that|brother, Prince Souphanouvong,

would be formed after the elec-ithe head of the Lao Patriotic!cation and peace.” |

!
: {Front, and a vear younger than!
successor would be chosen by!Souvanna Phouma. !

'stacles created by certain minis-

Souvanna Phouma said that!-
kis ceuntry, divided by war for ;
a decade, was now being re-
united and that the process had;’
sped up over the last fourl’
months. In that period, the
Pathet Lao took over aréas pre-|!
viously controlled by the Vien-
tiane side, following the f]ight1
from Laos of a number of right-
ist ministers. s

“The reunification process,” |}
Souvanna Phouma said, ‘“‘wasl:
delayed for a long time by ob-

ters in my Government, and I
deeply regret the attitude of
some who did not want to un-
derstand that the aim of thel
agreement of 1973 was reunifi-!




