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BANGKOK, Aug. 16—A 
U.S. Air Force U-2 recon-
naissance plane crashed 
into the sea off southern 
Thailand yesterday but 
the pilot ejected safely, a 
U.S. military spokesman 
said today. 

He said the plane had 
taken off from its base 
at Utapao on its way 
back to Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base in Ari-
zona. It was not on a re-
connaissance mission, he 
said. 

In recent years two of ' 
the droop-winged stiY 
planes have been based 
at Utapao, but spokesmen 
refused to say if they 
were now being with-
drawn. 

The pilot, Capt. John 
T. Little, 33, of Tucson, 

was picked up by 
a Thai fishing trawler 
and taken to a coastal 
village. There was no im-
mediate. indication of ,tho,  
cause of the crash. 


