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From News Dispatches
. The Communist-dominated
government of I.aos vesterday

freed Rosemary Conway, a
former English teacher in Vi-
entiane, who had been held
for more than two months un-I
der suspicion of spying.

The government described

the release as a “goodwill ges-
ture”. towatd the United
States.

Miss Conway, 37, of Chicago
and Las Vegas, was not imme-
diately available for comment
on her detention. She was to!

Ieave today for Thailand.

A note from the Laotian
Foreign Ministry to the U.S.
embassy said she had con-
fessed to “subversion, espio-
nage, endangering the internal
and external security of Laos,
ineiting to desertion abroad of |
Laotian air force officers with
their planes and attempting tol
spread division among the Lao |
army and create disorder.”

Shortly before her arrest

I
|
|

Miss Conway reputedly was |

seen in the company of a

right-wing Laos air force offi-|.

cer.
The U.S. embassy said fol-
lowing receipt of-the Laotian
note that “whatever state-
ments Miss Conway signed
while being detained without
formal charges, she is not an
agent of the U.S. government.”
Miss Conway also denied be-
ing an agent when she spoke
to reporters through a jail
window shortly after her ar-
rest in the first week of June.
U.S. officials at the time
linked her detention with
what they said was a pattern
of .officially sanctioned anti-
America_n actions growing out
of the ascendancy of the Com-
munist Pathet Lao in the gov-
ernment. The government
neéver did file formal charges
against her and denied several
requests that a U.S official be
permitted to visit her in jail.
The official Lao news
agency said yesterday that po-

lice had b_egur_l a campaign to

~Toa

purge Vientiane ur LiA |
agents.

It s2id the campaign was |
also aimed at agents of anti-f
government propaganda and
those who incite Laotians to
emigrate.

Meanwhile, Thailand said
vesterday that it had ordered
its ambassador in Laos to de-
liver a “final protest” against
last week’s arrest of two Thai
military attaches who are be-|
ing held without charges.

“This is our final protest
and if there is no positive re-
ply from the Laotian govern-
ment, our ambassador will be
immediately recalled,” a For-
eign Ministry spokesman said.

The spckesman went on to
say, however, “We believe that
Thai-Lao reiations will con-
tinue since the two countries
have to live together.”

In Saigon, the first privately
run daily newspaper to appear
since the Communist vietory
April put out its first edition
Sunday. It is called Tin Sang
(Morning News).

Tts director—Ngo Cong Dug,
a former legislator and outspo-
ken critic of the defeated gov-
ernment of President T‘hieu—;
went into voluntary exile in|
1971, .
The paper’s first editorial
critized the U.S. administra-|
tion insisting that North and|
South Vietnamese applications‘
for U.N. membership be condi-|
tional of admission of South!
Korea. - ‘ !’
“South Vietnam’s Foreign|
Minister, Mrs. Nguyen Thi|
Binh, has left. Saigon for the
conference  of nonaligned;
countries’ fareign ministers in |

"Lima Aug. 25 to 29, the official |

Liberation Radio reported.

Cambodia’s Radio Phnom
Penh said that about 706 facto-
ries in that country had re-
sumed production after being
idle for three months.

An underground radio
broadcasting from Cambodia
claimed yesterday that the
clandestine Khmer Liberation
Movement—believed te con-
sist of supporters of former
President Lon- Nol—recently
attacked a unit of the ruling
Khmer Rouge government.

The broadeast, monitored in
Bangkok, said the attack took
place on the road hetween
Siem Reap and Sisophon. The
radio claimed that communica-
tions between the two towns
had been cut because of the
attack. :



