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U
.S. A

nalysts F
t n

d
A

u
sten

ty in Saigon 
• 

B
y G

eoffrey G
odsell 

C
hristian S

cience M
onitor 

L
ife has becom

e increas-
ingly austere in S

outh V
iet-

n
a
m

 sin
c
e
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 

C
om

m
unist take-over three 

m
o

n
th

s ag
o

 an
d

 S
aig

o
n

's 
d

ay
s as th

e b
u

stlin
g

 cen
ter 

o
f a co

n
su

m
er so

ciety
 are 

co
m

in
g

 to
 an

 en
d

. W
h

ile 
th

ere h
as b

een
 n

o
 b

lo
o

d
-

bath, suspicions are grow
ing 

th
at th

ere m
ay

 h
av

e b
een

 
selective executions. 

T
his is the overall picture 

pieced together by U
.S

. ana-
ly

sts o
n
 th

e b
asis o

f in
fo

r-
m

a
tio

n
 filte

rin
g

 o
u

t o
f 

S
outh V

ietnam
. 

O
ne of the m

ost extensive 
p

ro
g

ram
s u

n
d

er w
ay

 is d
i-

rected
 at "th

o
u
g
h
t refo

rm
" 

w
ith up to 100,000 people be-

ing processed w
eekly. 

It operates at three levels: 
• A

 30-day course for for-
m

er field-rank m
ilitary offi-

cers and com
parable civilian 

o
fficials o

f th
e T

h
ieu

 g
o
v
-

ernm
ent. It includes such ci-

vilians as judges and form
er 

N
atio

n
al A

ssem
b

ly
 m

em
-

b
ers. S

o
m

e rep
o
rts say

 th
e 

course lasts 60 days. 
• A

 tw
o

-w
eek

 co
u

rse fo
r 

m
iddle-rank m

ilitary and ci- 

v
ilia

n
 o

ffic
ia

ls. T
h
is in

-
cludes noncom

m
issioned of-

ficers. 
• 

A
 th

ree-d
ay

 co
u
rse fo

r 
others. 

D
u
rin

g
 th

e
se

 c
o
u
rse

s, 
th

o
se b

ein
g

 p
ro

cessed
 are 

rem
o
v
ed

 fro
m

 th
eir h

o
m

es 
to

 su
ch

 in
stallatio

n
s as fo

r-
m

er S
outh V

ietnam
ese arm

y 
bases. T

he m
ain features of 

th
e p

ro
g
ram

 are lectu
res, 

self-criticism
, an

d
 co

n
fes-

sions. 
E

ach
 in

d
iv

id
u

al is ask
ed

 
to

 w
rite o

u
t a fu

ll acco
u

n
t 

o
f h

is life. T
h
e h

ig
h
er th

e 
ran

k
 o

f th
e in

d
iv

id
u

al, th
e 

lo
n

g
er th

e acco
u

n
t is ex

-
p

ected
 to

 b
e—

u
p

 to
 5

0
0

 o
r 

600 pages in the case of top-
ranking persons. 

O
n
ce th

is is p
ro

d
u
ced

, 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ist o

fficials are 
then likely to spring an am

-
b
u
sh

, say
in

g
, fo

r ex
am

p
le, 

that the individual has such 
a tain

ted
 p

ast th
at it can

n
o
t 

b
e w

ip
ed

 o
u
t in

 a sim
p
le 

d
eclaratio

n
. T

o
 p

ro
v
e re-

fo
rm

, th
e in

d
iv

id
u

al m
u

st 
d
em

o
n
strate h

is co
n
v
ersio

n
 

b
y
 p

erh
ap

s tu
rn

in
g
 so

m
e-

body in or inform
ing on oth-

ers. 
W

hen a 30-day course for 
900 high-rank people ended  

recen
tly

, 1
5

0
 o

f th
e g

ro
u

p
 

fa
ile

d
 to

 re
tu

rn
 to

 th
e
ir 

hom
es. T

he fam
ilies of 50 of 

th
ese m

issin
g
 p

eo
p
le th

en
 

.tu
rn

ed
 u

p
 at th

e o
ffice o

f 
G

en
. T

ra V
an

 T
ra, h

ead
 o

f 
th

e M
ilitary

 M
an

ag
em

en
t 

C
o

m
m

ittee w
h

ich
 co

n
tro

ls 
S

aigon, and said there w
ere 

rum
ors the m

issing m
en had 

b
een

 ex
ecu

ted
. G

en
. T

ra re' 
fu

sed
 to

 receiv
e th

em
 b

u
t 

sent out w
ord their relatives 

had not been executed. 
If G

en
. T

ra's assertio
n
 is 

correct, U
.S

. analysts specu-
late th

at th
e m

issin
g

 m
en

 
w

e
re

 c
o
n
sid

e
re

d
 "b

a
d
" 

enough to be sent to special 
labor cam

ps. 
O

th
er featu

res o
f life to

-
day in the S

outh include: 
• W

id
esp

read
 sh

o
rtag

es 
o
f fo

o
d
 d

u
e m

o
re to

 d
istri-

bution problem
s than to the 

com
plete nonavailability of 

th
in

g
s to

 eat. T
h
ere is n

o
n
e 

o
f th

e cru
el starv

atio
n

 re-
p
o
rted

 fro
m

 n
eig

h
b
o
rin

g
 

C
am

bodia since the C
om

m
u-

n
ist tak

e-o
v

er th
ere. 

S
aigon authorities seem

 to 
w

an
t to

 av
o
id

 rice rio
ts at 

all co
sts an

d
 w

h
en

 n
eces-

sa
ry

, ric
e
 re

se
rv

e
s h

a
v

e
 

been arbitrarily seized from
  

w
ealth

y
 C

h
in

ese rice m
er-

c
h

a
n

ts. In
 so

m
e
 c

a
se

s 
groups of people have been 
sh

ifted
 fro

m
 p

laces w
h
ere 

food is scarce to w
here food 

is available. 
• D

isap
p
earan

ce o
f m

o
st 

p
riv

ate au
to

m
o

b
iles fro

m
 

th
e streets o

f S
aig

o
n
 an

d
 

other cities. G
asoline w

hen 
av

ailab
le co

sts $
8
 a g

allo
n
, 

a
n
d
 p

rio
rity

 is g
iv

e
n
 to

 
tru

ck
s an

d
 b

u
ses—

m
o

st o
f 

w
h
ich

 h
av

e b
een

 n
atio

n
al-

ized. 
• C

utback of the electric-
p
o
w

er su
p
p
ly

 in
 S

aig
o
n
 to

 
three to four hours a day be-
cause of the shortage of fuel 
to generate electricity. 

• A
 lim

it of $50 a daY
 on 

ch
eck

s th
at an

 in
d

iv
id

u
al 

can
' cash

 at b
an

k
s. B

an
k

s 
w

ere clo
sed

 fo
r six

 w
eek

s 
a
n
d
 th

e
 in

te
n
tio

n
 w

a
s to

 
k

eep
 th

em
 clo

sed
 in

d
efi-

nitely pending m
ajor finan-

cial refo
rm

 in
clu

d
in

g
 p

er-
h
ap

s-a ch
an

g
e o

f cu
rren

cy
. 

B
u

t S
a
ig

o
n

's n
e
w

 ru
le

rs 
g
rad

u
ally

 d
isco

v
ered

 th
at 

w
h

at w
as still b

asically
 a 

capitalist econom
y could not 

operate w
hen cash supplies 

dried up. 
T

h
e
re

 w
a
s a

 sp
a
te

 o
f 

arm
ed

 ro
b

b
eries an

d
 b

u
r- 

g
laries—

n
o
t b

y
 co

m
m

o
n
 

c
rim

in
a
ls b

u
t b

y
 p

e
o

p
le

 
from

 w
ell-to-do fam

ilies w
ho 

h
ad

 ru
n

 o
u

t o
f cash

. T
h

e 
banks w

ere then reopened. 
• Indoctrinating 	

and 
screening of elem

entary and 
high-school teachers during 
th

e su
m

m
er v

acatio
n

. B
y

 
S

ep
tem

b
er, cu

rricu
la w

ill 
have been overhauled. S

om
e 

books and records are being 
seized. 

A
ll universities—

a poten-
tially greater threat of trou-
ble than high schools—

w
ill 

rem
ain

 clo
sed

 in
d

efin
itely

, 
ex

cep
t fo

r th
e m

ed
icin

e, 
dentistry, and pharm

acy fac-
ulties of S

aigon U
niversity. 

• S
cattered

 resistan
ce to

 
th

e n
ew

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist ru

lers 
in

 b
o

th
 to

w
n

 an
d

 co
u

n
try

-
sid

e—
b
u
t n

o
t o

n
 a scale to

 
pose a serious threat. R

esist-
ance takes the form

 of occa-
sional firefights in outlying 
areas, o

ccasio
n

al sab
o

tag
e, 

refu
sal to

 reg
ister w

h
en

 o
r-

d
ered

 b
y

 th
e au

th
o

rities, 
spreading of the false new

s, 
and the setting up of bogus 
"rev

o
lu

tio
n

ary
" o

rg
an

iza-
tions. T

he eontrolled S
aigon 

press has docum
ented m

uch 
of this. 



onexem
m

usztam
itstem

 
U

n
ited

 P
ress In

tern
atio

n
al 

V
eh

icles litter th
e b

each
 at V

u
n

g
tau

, 4
0

 m
iles fro

m
 S

aig
o

n
. T

h
e o

n
ce•p

o
p

u
lar reso

rt seess few
 v

isito
rs sin

ce th
e A

m
erican

 d
ep

artu
re. 


