\2 THAI SAYS ACCORDS |
i WITHU.S. ARE VOIDED

@2 BANGKOK, Thailand, July 27
i (UP)—Premier Kukrit Pramoj
= said today that military agree-
ments with the United Stafes
were no longer valid and set
¢~-next March 20 as a deadline for
O withdrawal of . all American
.§f0rces from-Thailand. T
) He said that Thailand was
;&> still a member of the Southeast
Asia Treaty Organization but
described the treaty as “mean-
ingless.” He said that SEATO
had “carried out its task in a
very satisfactory way, but the
.situation - has changed” and
- “SEATO should be dissolved.”

Speaking to newsmen at the
airport here on his return from
a trip to the Philippines and
Singapore, Mr. Kukrit said that
all of the 17,000 United States
servicemen still .in Thailand
would leave by March 20, Ear-
lier, the Government had put
the withdrawal deadline at the
end of March. g

-In announcing the end of hi-
lateral military agreements, the
Premier did not rule out those
activities already scheduled,
such as a joint United States-
Thai naval exercise at the end
of this month.

But he said the 1962 agree-
ment between Thailand-and the
United States was “merely a
communiqué” and did not have
the binding force of a treaty.




