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Two Nations

Arm Laos,

Thai Reports

BANGKOK, July 21—Mos-,
cow and Hanoi'are arming the |
Communist Pathet Lao in!
Laos with scores of patrol
boars, rockets and. heavy
weapons, the Thai ambassador
to Laos charged yesterday.’

“The Pathet Lao is now sup-

Kukrit said he believed that
.the Association of Southeast.
!'ern Asian Nations (ASEAN)

5“wou}d emerge as the main or-
1 ganization through  which
{Thailand and the Philippines
{could continue to intensify
their efforts in the promotion
of peace, harmony and secu-

rity of our region.”
Marcos called on the five-

,-gin immgdiately a regional
economic”scheme such.as an
Asian common. market as a
guarantee of their region’s sta-
bility.

“A more vigorous push to-
ward larger forms of coopera-
tion is required if the ASEAN
is to realizei ts full potential,”
|Marcos said.

Elsewhere in Asia there |

were these developments:

® Cambodian Prince Noro-
dom Sihanouk is expected to
return to Peking soon from
North Koreg, where he has
cen a guest of President Kim
11 Sung, aceording to a Cambo-

member ASEAN states to be- ||

Thousands Stranded ,f
In Souih Vietnam |

|
sgnds of foreigners are imme f
bilized in South Vietnam be- |
cause there are ng air”planef;
flights to take them home. i

|

The new Communist govern- );
mgnt said yesterday thay f
might have- to wait another|!
month or two. The bulk of the ||
10,000 or more foreigners who| |
wish to quit the country are/’
French or Chinese {

An official notice in Sai-
gon’_s Liberation Daily saigd
foreigners issued exit perrmits
this month could expect to re-
main at least another month
“because of a lack of transpor.
tation.” - ’

.Only one flight—ga Roayl
_Alr Laos DC4—has left Saigon
in the past three weeks. There
have been no scheduled com. i
n?ercial flights from Saigon | !
since April 29 and no official | }
sign has been given of when/|
they will resume.
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‘ported and supplied by both
the Soviet Union and North
Vietnam, and there is no way
we can fight them,” Ambassa-
dor Svet Komolbhuti said at a
news conference here.

Last week the Laotian gov-
ernment launched 40 well-
‘equipped patrol boats on the
Mekong River that forms the
Thai-Laotian border, Svet said.
He charged that Laos is plan-
1ning to launch an additional
'30 such boats and install
heavy weapons throughout the ;
icountry. Already some rocket
'launchers have been installed,
‘Svet said. .

Three months ago the Pa-
.thet Lao struck a Thai patrol
boat on the Mekong River,
which flows for some 400!
miles along the border. [

Svet, in Bangkok for consul-
tations, said he had recom-
mended that the Thai govern-
ment settle that incident
{through diplomatic channels.
!He urged Thailand to “avoid
any kind of border conflict.”

Last week the Laotian gov-
iernment ordered Thailand to
|close three consultates in Lao- ’
|tian towns because it was un-|
able to guarantee Thai of-'
ficals’ safety. He added that
tLaos promised to let the con-
(sulates reopen eventually, but
that it planned to keep closed
the consulates of the United
States, Japan and the United
Kingdom. - /

! “Now the Pathet Lao are an-

gry at the Thai government,
because they believe_that we
and the United Statés are sup-
porting (Lao exile) "rightist
military officers and oliti-
cians and -are. encouraging
them to return to Laos to re-
gain power,” Svet said.

"He said that 20 Pathet Lao
officials ~ searched the Thai
consular office in Savannak-
het last week, but were unable
to discover any evidence link-
ing it with rightist elements.

The ambassador returned to
Bangkok on Friday to reoprt
lon the situation in Laos to the
| Thai government. it 5

Meanwhile, Thai Prime Min-
ister Kukrit Pramog said yes-
terday his country’s efforts to
diversify its foreign relations
should not be interpreted as
“an attempt to seek new

friends at the expense of old
ones.” ) 7

. Kukrit, in Manila for a four-
jday state visit to' the Philip-
| pines, spoke at a dinner given
in his honor by President Fer-
{dinand Marcos. Thailand and
!the Philippines recently estab-
lished diplomatic - relations
‘with China,

dian diplomat. Peking sources
said the prince is expected to
travel to Tientsin for a medi-
cal check-up shortlg after hig|!
arrival to make a long-awaited
return to Cambodia in August.
Sihanouk, the nominal Cambo-
dian head of state, has lived in
Peking' since he was over-
,thrown in a 1970 coup.

| ® The Joint Political Coun-
cil, the top policymaking body
in Laos that is headed by Pa-
thet Lao leader Prince Sou-
phanouyong, has’ ‘postponed
the opening of its annual ses-
sion until October, informed |
sources said in Vientiane. i

The delay was to allow the
situation in the country to sta-|’
blize following popubar upris-
ings in the past two months,
these sources said. |
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