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CAMBODIA, From Al 
after he climbed a tree when 
the shooting started. 

"I looked down from the 
tree and saw everyone run-
ning in disarray," he said. 
"Some of them fell and died 
immediately, while others 
tried to take cover. But the 
Khmer Rouge kept firing. 

"I nearly jumped down from 
the tree when my friends 
called out for help. I felt dis-
tressed watching them die like 
animals." 

A number of the refugees 
interviewed, both at Aranya-
prathet and at Krong Yai, said 
cholera and other diseases had 
broken out,. and that the 
Khmer Rouge lacked modern 
medicine to deal with the 
problem. 

Some of the refugees who 
survived the ambushes said 
they Were disappointed at 
their reception by Thai villag-
ers and authorities. 

"First I thought they were 
going to be friendly toward 
us," Teng said. "But instead 
the Thai , villagers we met 
forced us to kneel down while 
they searched us for gold and 
money." 

U.S. diplomatic sources in 
Bangkok also have reported 
that a number of Cambodian 
refugees have been stripped of 
their m ate valuable belong-
ings upon crossing the fron-
tier. 

"It reminds me of an old 
Cambodian saying," Teng said. 
"When you try to escape from 
the crocodile you sometimes 
find yourself in the mouth of 
the tiger instead." 

Earlier last week, Mark 
Frankland of the London 

Observer reported the follow. 
ing from Aranyaprathet: 
A shopkeeper from Piopet 

who escaped into Thailand re-
cently with his family of 10 de-
scribed what the evacuation 
had been like. 

Together with others from 
the town, they were moved to 
a village about 12 miles away, 
he said. The men were told to 
gather materials to build huts, 
for there was no shelter for 
them. Then everyone, women 
and children included, were 
put to work preparing fields 
for rice. They worked 10 hours 
a day, with a two-hour break 
at midday and political lec-
tures every evening. 

Each person was given half 
a condensed-milk can of rice a 
day; and for the rest they had 
to make do with water cress, 
root and anything else they 
could find. 

A group of 200 persons 
made a break one evening be-
fore the Communist sentries 
had been set, the shopkeeper 
said, but only 40 got away. 
The rest, they think, were 
caught, and some may have 
been shot, for they heard gun-
fire. 

The refugees were aston-
ished by the way the Commu-
nists treated Buddhist Monks, 
forcing them to work in the 
fields like everyone else in-
stead of living off the offer-
ings of the faithful. 

"The Khmer Rouge," one 
man said, "announced that 
monks, too, must work to live 
and that people who give the 
monks food will be punished." 
A monk who had just escaped 
said that the Communists had  

planted banana trees all over 
the courtyard of his pagoda. 
He seemed as much puzzled as 
shocked. 

Until the rice is harvested 
in the winter, many people 
will be short of food, and 
some of the weak and very 
young and very old may die as 
a result. But Cambodians do 
have a better -  chance of sur-
vival by scrounging for fish, 
roots and even insects in the 
usually fertile countryside 
than by staying in the towns. 

The refugees' stories do not 
suggest an all-out attempt by 
the Communists to kill their 
class enemies. A Battambang 
student said he knew that four 
doctors had been killed. But 
did they shoot all the doctors? 
"No, no. They shot the ones 
they said were not good." 

The Communists' attitude 
toward the middle class, the 
chief supporters of Lon Nol, 
explains much about the new 
government there. Experts in 
Bangkok argue that its most 
noticeable characteristic is its 
uncertainty. 

One diplomat said: "They 
seem to lack confidence in 
themselves and don't know 
what to do. Instead of re-edu-
cating the old bureaucrats and 
technicians whose help they 
certainly need, as the South 
Vietnamese and Laotian Com-
munists are doing, they just 
got rid of them by pushing 
them into the countryside. 
They seem to have felt they 
were not up to coping with 
these people." 

The Communists seem to be 
running Cambodia as though 
it is still under thread of war. 


