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Refugees
Ask Return

UNITED NATIONS, June 17,
—NMore than 2,650 Vietnamese| ,

975,

and Cambodian refugees have| f
expressed a desire to return;,
home, U.N. officials said to-
day.. .

They include 1,982 Vietnam-
ese. most of them still on
Guam,
the office of the U.N. High!:
Commissioner for
said: In addition, 67 Vietnam-|
ese "are known to have re-
turned already on their own,

© officials said.

The first batch of several

ey l

hund}‘ed repatriation applica- ‘
'have located themselves in the

tions was turned over to rep-
resentatives of the new Saigon

government last week, a UN £5i

" commission statfer said. ;

“Their attitude so far has!'
been completely positive, and
we foresee no dxfﬁcultl_es—‘
said the staff member.

. first place, but were swept
 along in the confusion. Others

Y Nam.

Ilv

and 670 Cambodians, 1‘

%

Refugeesi -

aclded that the first group of |
volunfaxv repatriates could be ’

: ﬂown back to Vietnam by the |

" United Natlons “in a matter of‘

" weeks. J

The reasons the Vietnamese

. give for returning vary, he

said. Many insist they had’no |
intention of leaving in the |

say they want to return be-
‘wuse their families are there
- that with the war over, they |
ont to help reconstrcut Viet- f

J.N. officials have been lnl
1 uch with Cambodian author-

% ities"in Hanoi, Paris and Pe-|

king on behalf of Cambodlans‘
who asked U.N. assistance in
Ietmmng but there has been‘
' no official response, they said.-
“This is not the final f1g
ure,” the U.N. comm*ssmns'
report said. “People- will be|
coming forward for months; it
is not something to settle
overnight. The  important
thing is to keep the option of|
returning open.” f
To do this,” U.N. oﬂlclals'

camps, placed zmnouncememts‘J
in camp newspapers, and |

italked 1nformally to groups of]|
refugees. !
“They know we are there if |

they want to use us,” the U.N.
. afflclal said.



