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F

rance to arrange negotiations 
w

ith
 ev

er m
o
re u

rg
en

cy
, ac-

cording to authoritative F
rench 

sources. 
In

fo
rm

atio
n
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 th
e p

o
litics 

o
f th
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p
ro
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g
 en
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 o

f th
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w
ar an

d
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m
e o

f its afterm
ath

 
has now

 becom
e available here. 

A
ccording to the F

rench, the 
V

ietn
am

ese C
o
m

m
u
n
ists b

e-
cam
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 th

at th
ey

 w
ere 

w
in

n
in

g
 th

e w
ar after th

e fall 
of B

an M
e T

huot on M
arch 10. 

H
ow

ever, still uneasy about the 
tim

etable and the cost in lives, 
th

ey
 w

ere ex
p
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g

 to
 b

e u
n
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only after a ferocious battle. 

T
here w

ere, the sources here 
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v
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 b
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ran V

an 
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 b
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. D
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v
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G

overnm
ent now

 has virtually 
n
o
th
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g
 to

 say
 in

 th
e S

o
u
th

. 
S

aigon is being run by a N
orth 

V
ietnam

ese m
ilitary com
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ittee 

w
hose head, though a southern-

er b
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e N
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rth
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ietnam
ese A

rm
y uniform

 and 
is a p
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bassador, Jean-M
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 d
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that the Central intelligence!  
'Agency mission in Saigon, 
which rejected Mr. Martin's 
persistent optimism even as the 
situation was crumbling, did 
help persuade Mr. Thieu to 
leave. 

On the night before Mr. Thieu 
finally agreed to go, his gen-
erals, headed by the chief of 
the general staff, Cau Van Vien, 
told him it was the only way 
to save Saigon. More than one 
Vietnamese described Mr. Thieti 
to diplomats in those days as 
being "like Hitler in his bunker, 
talking about imaginary divi• 
sions." 

He turned power over to hi: 
vice president, Tra:n Van Huong 

who lasted a week, and then 
handed over to General Minh. 
By that time, there was no 
longer any question of negotia-
tions, which might -have been 
possible some weeks earlier. 

On the day Ambassador Mar-
tin left Saigon, by helicopter 
from the American Embassy 
compound, he went to pay a 
formal farewell call on Ambas-
sador Merillon, whose embassy 
was around the block. 

'The American Ambassador 
presented the French Ambas-
sador with a pagoda statue as 
a farewell present, and took 
his leave. 

A little after 4 that afternoon, 
Ambassador Martin boarded 
his helicopter. But the lift con-
tinued until 8 o'clock the next 
morning. 

Witnesses in the French 
compound next door could 
watch as the Americans rose 
floor by 'floor through their 
Embassy to reach the helicopter 
platform, and the Vietnamese 
throng pushed after them, kept 
a floor behind by the Marines. 

Hanoi's Tanks Enter 
Shortly after the last heli-

copter took off, guards shoot-
ing to keep more refugees 
from trying to clamber aboard 
or ride its skids, an American 
turned up with his suitcase. It 
was too late. He was sheltered 
in the French Embassy for a 
while, and eventually sent 
home. 	• 

By that time, the first North 
Vietnamese tanks were moving 
down Hai Ba Trung Street, past 
the side entrance of the French 
Embasy, on their way to the 
Presidential Palace. The lead 
tank was firing its cannon to 
clear the way. 

Otherwise, there was no  

fighting as they entered Saigon. 
Gen. Minh was awaiting them 

in the palace. He was taken 
off in a jeep to the radio sta-
tion. Then, according to re-
ports, he disappeared. Actually, 
it is now known, he and his 
entourage were returned to the 
palace for 48 hours, the men 
put in one room and the women 
in another. Then he was sent 
home. 

A few days later, communi-
cations with the outside world 
were cut. 

Apart from the French Em-
bassy, where there are still 153 
people with a tenuous radio 
link abroad, the only Western 
diplomats left in Saigon are a 
Belgian and a Swiss, without 
staffs or communications. 

The Polish and Hungarian 
delegations to the International 
Control Commission remained, 

-but the report said they were 
confined to their quarters ex-
cept when they too were ad-
mitted to the two victory 
ceremonials, and their tele-
phones have been cut. A Soviet 
mission that had been accred-
ited to the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government in Loc 
Ninh before the final offensive, 
was evacuated to Hanoi. 

No .Soviet or Chinese diplo-
mats haVe been permitted to 
come to Saigon. 

The conclusion of informed 
sources, here is that Hanoi is 
now in no hurry to decide how 
to deal with Saigon politically, 
and that ,  there may be a long 
delay in setting up a neW: 
South Vietnamese Governmeat, 
if ever that is done. 

The view in Paris is that 
Hanoi has now decided to 
maintain diredt control, a step, 
that the sources said was 
"bound to come sooner or la-
ter" but that they think came 
much sooner than Hanoi 
planned or than might have 
been the case. 

Ambassador Martin's argu-
ments for refusing to urge 
President Thieu to leave earlier 
when the French, at least, 
thought a negotiated end was 
still possible, were that Mr. 
Thieu's departure would pro-
voke wild panic and chaotic 
collapse in Saigon. 

So far as the French know, 
his instructions from Washing-
ton were vague during this per-
iod and . such decisions were 
left to his discretion. 
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