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A U.S. Doctor in Dartang 

American Takes Pay Cut, New Name 
Reuter 

SAIGON — The only 
,Ainerican doctor to remain 
behind in Danang after the 

!Communist takeover has 
taken a Vietnamese name, 

uyen Van Tom, and a 
rp cut in pay.but is, con-

ittliming to work in a hospital 
th'ere. 

a letter to friends in 
iZaigon, Dr. Thomas Hoskins 
!'.af Morristown, N.J., said 

t last month:he received 
same pay as the other• 

actors in the hopital -- a 
ound of rice and 3,000 

Plisters. This was quite a 
,,change for doctors, who.pre-
viously had grossed 150,000 

asters a month, he said. 
The new government has 

"not set an exchange rate for 
:'the piaster, but in the final 
weeks of the old govern-. 

ement a dollar was worth 
:bout  750 piasters. 

Hoskins wrote that he had 
recently been given a raise 
and was to receive 20,000  

piasters for the second half 
of June. 	 • 

A bachelor, Dr. Hoskins 
was assigned to Danang by 
the American Friends Serv-
ice Committee of Philadel-
phia. 

Dr. Hoskins said Danang 
was normal and peaceful 
and much quieter due to re-
duced traffic. The market 
was full and the port bus-
tling with activity, he said, 
,adding that he had seen rice 
bags being unloaded from a 
ship and carried into ware-
houses. 

Thousands of refugees 
who clogged the streets just 
before the takeover had 
gone home, as had former 
soldiers who surrendered to 
the new authorities, he 
wrote. 

Dr. Hoskins said that be-
fore the takeover, he con-
tacted the Alliance for Na-
tional Democratic and Peace 
forces, one of the political 
organizations in the Provi- 

sional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment, and began tending 
wounded patients in the 
emergency ward of the Ger-
man-Vietnamese hospital. - 

His first contact with a Vi-
etcong doctor came four 
days after the takeover. 

"I straightened up from 
examining a patient on a 
stretcher," he said, "and dis-
covered a 'liberation cadre' 
with his hand' extended to 
mine." 

He said 	Vietcong 6> 
tors had trudged in, ex-
hausted from the long 
march down the mountains 
and laden with huge packs 
of gear. They immediately 
set to work. 

The doctors were women 
and men who had four 
years' medical education af-
ter 12 years of basic educa-
tion. 

"They know as much 
about the practice of medi-
cine as the average Western 
doctor just finishing his in-
ternship," he said. 



A 14- Tuesday, June 10,1975 THE 'WASHINGTON POST 

Associated Press 

Thomas Hoskins, the only American doctor in Danang, examines a patient. 


