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Of Opium Rl{g!yess
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VIENTIANE, Laos, June 8—
Looser laws regulating the cul-
tivation and marketing of
opium have been proposed by
the Communist-led Pathet Lao
here.

The move has worried Ameri-
can officials and threatened to
'block a two-month-old United

Nations program to discourage
opium cultivation,

The Pathet Lao has begun its
campaign in the mountain areas
of Laos where for 'generations

Meo tribesmen have cultivated
opium as a major cash crop,
and in the Yao tribal villages'
around Vang Vieng. Laws re-
stricting opium cultivation and
sale have been branded as the
product of American imperial-
/ism and the Pathet Lao has
‘;sought to win friends by prom-
ising to reopen the markets.
Late last week, the joint Na-
tional Political Council voted to
ask the Cabinet to amend the
narcotics law to legalize the,
consumption of opium, release
all those arrested under the old
Inarcotics laws and legalize and
allow state control of the
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growth and marketing of
opium. That could mean. sub-
stantial new Income for the
hard-pressed central Govern-
ment.

There is still no fear, how-
ever, among American officials
assigned to controlling the
Ispread of drug traffic, that
'Laos could become a major
supplier of opfum, from which
heroin is derived, since much of
the opium crop supplies Laos’s
own domestic demands.

But in the late nineteen-six
ties, Laos did produce some
100 tons of opium a year. That
amount, refined to 10 tons of
heroin, would be enough to
satisfy the American market
for 6 to 10 years.

Tactics Disliked
Now the annual production

‘has been halved and most of it

is consumed domestically with
Laotian enforcement officials in
effect ignoring most of the
traffic in the months since the
departure of the last American
narcotics agents.

It was these American nar-
cotics-customs agents who ar-
rived here about three years
ago, guns slung from their hips,
that most narcotics officials
and American diplomats say
gave a bad name to the nar-
cotics control program and
opened the door to Pathet Lao

wel in areas such as the up-
lands of northern 'Thailand—
the so-called Golden Triangle
where Laos, Thailand and|

campaign against strict opium
control.

“The Laotians just aren’t
used to people who go arcund
kicking down doors and busting|Burma come together and
into homes in the middle of the|which for years ‘has’ been a
night,” an American diplomat|major source of the 'world’s
said. “I'm not saying this was legal and illegal opium.
ever'done to any great extent,| But here in Laos, the pro-
but it was what some of the|gram is beginning late, there
Lao police officials - were toldlare many prejudices to over-
ought to be done.” come, and opium control

Unquestionably the agents makes ood propaganda for the
had t}éecllr e(:jffect—opium produc-|Pathet Lao.
tion di rop and Laos, par- . .
ticularly after the seizure aI;ew Cooperation Promised
years ago of 50 tons of acidic| “The Government. has prom-|
anhydride used in refining her-|ised us its full coeperation,”
oin, has been off the world|said one senior United Nations
drug trafﬁcking routes. official in an interview last

The accomplishments had a week. “Now we must wait and
price. The mountain tribesmen|see.” YiABE
whose livelihood was “ opium| He and other Westgrners in-
became even poorer. And now, volved in drug control here
since the arrival of the United|note that Laos is a signer of
Nations team to solve the prob-|the 1961 convention on nar-|
lem, the countryside has been!cotic drugs drafter by a United!
closed off, Nations conference. United Na-|

The United Nations officials, |tions representatives here have
from . the program for drug|been told that the proposed re-
abuse control, based in Geneva, |visions in Laos’s narcotics laws
have; sought to introduce new|would “bring the country in
cultivation  techniques, new|closer conformity with = the
crops and new markets in provisions of the convention.”
opium-growing areas.

Until  these

vegetables, castor beans ap-ition in its territo
) 7 1tory may resuli
ples, grapes and coffee. in illicit traffic in opium.”
Such programs have worked But the key is the Laotiar
—_—

opinion of what opium produc-’
tion here could lead to. “That’s

b b gy et o B,
wilorE Sy kg yetand
some time,” a Western-diplomat
said.

"ind even then," he
said, "confined down
here in Vientiane, it
mey be even longer
before we know what's
coming down out of
the hills into the
marketplaces."



