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U.S. Refugei  

Plan Called 
'Nightmare' 
Washington. 

Th ord administration's 
pro 	of processing and 
resettling the 131,000 South 
Vietnamese refugees under 
American control has be-
come  a "shambles," Senate 
investigators said yesterday. 

"What should have been 
an orderly, expeditious and 
relatively straightforward 
procedure for Processing In-
dochina refugees has turned 
into a nightmare for officials 
and refugees alike," investi-
gators for the Senate Sub-
committee on Refugees said 
in a report to the panel 
chairman, Senator Edward 
M.' Kennedy (Dem-Mass.). 

The investigators said 
there are indications that at 
the current rate it may take 
more than a year to empty 
refugee camps. 

They said the backlog of 
refugees still o n Guam 
awaiting transport to the 
United States is posing po-
tential health problems and 
fears foiithe refugees during 
t h e approaching typhoon 
season. 

The processing of the refu-
gees. the report said, "came 
to a virtual standstill during 
the month of May and is still 
stuck in a mire of clear-
ances." 

As of the first week of 
June, 102,314 refugees — or 
80 per cent of the 131,000 
who came under American 
control remained in camps 
to be processed and reset-
tled, the report said. 

A slight improvement oc-
curred during that wee d 
refugees began moving t 
of the camps at a rate 
to 650 a day. It would still 
take a minimum of six 
months to clear the camps if 
processing continued at that 
pace, the report said. 

"More likely, significant 
numbers of refugees will be 
remaining in camps for a 
longer period of time—in 
fact some officials estimate 
that the time frame may be 
up to a year or more,". the 

report said. 
The report said President 

Ford's plan to evacuate an 
unspecified number of South 
Vietnamese "seems to have 
been less of a plan than it 
was a vague intention, bare-
ly stated." 

Whatever plan exis 	as 
Back P 

From  Page 1 

implemented badly, glued 
with disorganization, a n d 
undertaken with littleton- ...: trol, it said 

1---Nre-Irly half of the Viet: 
nOmele w ho eventually 
came* under U.S. control 
represented parts of the pop-
ulatio i the United States 
never ended to evacuate, 
inchi 	farmers, s m all 
shopkeepers, street vendors 
soldiers, and in one case. an 
entire fishing village, it said. 

The report had general 
praise for the military sexy-
icgit 'part of the operation 
b 	aid the ee 
resistance force is resticp si-
ble Or a processing backlog 
that begins in the -tempor-
ary" refugee camps on 
Guam and is evident also in 
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an ,ap 	exit lack of c 	ra- 
tion 	American 
relief 'ganizations n 	to 
resettle refugees in 	-t- 
ed Stkes. 

e is no clear evi- 
denE of this today 	the 
shambles which the r gee 
processing and resettlement 
program has become —With 
a backlog of refugees which 
threatens the humane reset-
tlement of people in 'the 
shortest period of time". the 
report said. ' 

On Guam, it said tnis 
has resulted in a bottleneck 
For 40,-606refugees held or 
more fo'tents which 	*- 
ginning to show sign of 
heavy use and weather. 

In the main, a sloppy. lais-
sez faire approach charac-
terizes the President's fu-
gee program and the es-
tion, of who is in c 
arises in the minds of ny 

ricans concerned ever 
our iSpecial obligation td the 
refogees and their welfare 
and resettlement in the Unit-
ed States, thgnapart s 
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