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Cambodian Boy Enters 
Hospital for Surgery.  

By Judy Luce Mann 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Khoan Ngeik, 10, a Cambo-
dian refugee who needs open 
heart surgery, was admitted to 
Georgetown University Hospi-
tal yesterday after the Lu-
theran Social Services gave 
the hospital written assur-
ances that it would raise an 
estimated $7,000 to pay for 
hospital costs. 

The child arrived in Wash-
ington on April 17 and was 
tentatively scheduled for sur-
gery May 8 after doctors at 
Georgetown diagnosed a se-
ries of congenital heart de-
fects. 

The surgery was canceled at 
the last minute however, be-
cause financing arrangements 
for hospital costs were not 
clearly drawn, according to a 
hospital spokeswoman. 

Helen Hessler, head of the 
adoption section of the Lu-
theran Social Services which 
sponsored the boy's trip to the 

''United States, said yesterday 
that about $2,500 has been do- 

nated by private citizens 
help pay for hospital costs fol-
lowing news accounts of the 
child's need for surgery. Doe-
tors had already volunteered their services for the surgery:' 

Mrs. Hessler and hospital 
spokesman Arthut Ciervo said 
that surgery now is schduled ' for Tuesday. 

"We're a long way from 
$7,000," Mrs. Hessler said, add- 
ing that the response to arti-
cles about the child's need 
"hasn't been anything like 
what we'd hoped. She sugc 
gested that this might be be- 
c ALS 	a "riegoative reaction 
to refuguees in general; I re- 
ally 	cno,7 what to attrib- 
ute it to, though." 

• ne n-,-3oo..0 who've called 
(with donations) have been 
very concerned, very sympa-
thetic. Many have had open 
heart surgery themselves," 
Mrs. Hessler said. 

"What I did was give Gerge-
town assurances in writing 
that we would be responsible 
for covering the bill: We will 
have to kind the money to do 
it." 

She said that she and other's 
involved with trying to fi- 
nance hospital costs have in- 
quired whether Medicaid 
might cover it but have so fait 
not received an answer frora 
the Health, Education and 
Welfare Department. 

Khoan Ngeih, who speaks al-
most no English, is now in the 
care of Bruce and Bonnie Gra-
ham, foster parents who hope 
to adopt him. Mr. and MrS. 
Graham thought at first that 
their insurance policy might 
cover the hospital costs 
were told that the child had to 
be here at least a year for cov-
erage. 

In an interview earlier this 
month, Mrs. Graham said that 
the child's heart has been se-
verely strained by lack of 
treatment in Cambodia. 


