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2 BANGKOK, May 29—The
Bhai government and visiting
Nbrth Vietnamese delegation
ertded eight days of talks to-
@ay with indications of prog-
gress toward normalization of |
relations between the former
antagonists.

- North Vietnamese Vice For-
€igh Minister Phan Hien,
I;ezgier of a 13-member/ delega-
tion, declared:
< iThe two parties agreed on
mahy important questions but
thigre are still a few outstand-
ing problems that need fur-
ar discussions. The talks . ..
cofitributed to the normaliza-
tion of relations . ..”
> Thailand’s foreign minister, |
Maj. Gen. Chatichai Choonha.
vad, is to visit Hanoi, perhaps
within a month, as part of the
bending with the wind since
the defeat of pro-western gov-
- ernments in South Vietnam
:ina Cambodia and the re-
shlting reduction of U.S. in-
fluence in the region.
= Vice Foreign Minister Phan |
thdicated in a remark at the,
ajrfort that diplomatic rela-|
tioms could be established |
within three months. |
=Thai  Foreign Ministry |
sources said  this country
wants first to open relations
With :China—probably within
three months—to give it a
greater sense of security in
the. move toward Hanoi,
“The Thai military has al-
ways considered North Viet-
nam to be its main political
and military threat,
~Phan said at the airport,
‘“For people who want to see
normalization of relations,
three months is too long, but
for: people who work hard to
this end, it is a short time.”
7 The chief -snag is Nanoi’s
past demand that Thailand‘;

first remove all American mil-
ifary personnel and air bases.
The new civilian government ;
pledged on taking office that
the remaining 25,000 U.S. serv-|
ieemen and four airbases |
would be withdrawn by next,
March. [A fifth base, Ubon in
easteyn Thailand, will close in
June; Reuter quoted the Thai
foreign minister as saying.]
“Pham said on this issue:
“Our- consistent position is
that U.S. forces should be
cempletely withdrawn from
this area because U.S. imperi-
alism has caused many aggres-
éions, wars . and sufferings to
the 'people of Indochina.
Therefore, we have to remove |
these causes of suffering.” |
.. Despite claims by Prime
Minister Kukrit Pramoj and
the local press, leaks from
spurces close to the negotia-
tions indicate the outcome was

Bbt] all that the Thais had
hpped. ’
S '
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The North Vietnamese re-;
portedly made initial demandsg
for war reparations as well as|
the return of the remaining
50-0dd U.S.-supplied aircraft |
flown to Thailand by South |
Vietnamese pilots as the Sai-
gon government collapsed last]
month. |

A delegation from the new-’
Saigon government came two
weeks ago to discuss the]
planes and was told the gov-
ernment would have to weigh
the issue as the U.S. had also |
claimed the planes. |

According to the sources,f
both the demand for planes
and the claim for war repara-
tions eventually were dropped
by the North Vietnamese, who
turned to regional affairs,

Prompt agreement was not
expected in this area, because
for several years before the
1973 cease-fire accord in Laos,
Thai and North Vietnamese'
forces were fighting against
each other as they aided op-[
posing Laotian factions. i

The reparations claim !
turned on Thai res,ponsibility:l
for U.S. use of bases here for!
its ‘massive bombings in Indo-|
china. |
“That is in the past . . . let]
bygones be bygones,” Phan re-
marked through an English-
speaking member of his dele- |
f‘gation. '
I The question of reparation
1 of the 50,000 Vietnamese refy-
gees in northeast Thailand
fwas also discussed. Many of
;them fled into Thailand when
ithe French reoccupied Indo-
ichina after World War II. Oth-
lers entered in the early
’50s.  One Foreign Ministry |
|source said the refugees
;Would all  be repatriated
i within the next two years. But
iPhan said at the airport that
| the refugees should obey Thai
l‘laws and way of life, and thig
| was taken to indicate that Ha-
'noi does not want them all to
return.

Recently there have been
widespread anti- Vietnamese
riots in the area, |




