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UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., May
27 — A formal requgst to the
United Nations for assistance
in repatriating South Vietna-
mese refugees wishing to re-|
turn home has been made by
the new Government in Saigon.

United aNtions officials said
today that the Saigon authori-
ties had made their request in
the past few days to Prince
Sadruddin Aga Khan, the United
Nations’ High Commissioner
High Commissioner for Refu-|
gees in Gneva where the Pro-
vision Revolutionary Govern-
ment has a liaison office for
contacts with the United Na-
tions’ assistance agencies.

At elast 700 Vietnamese now
living in temporary refugee fa-
cilities on Guam and another
100 or more who are in camps
in the United States, have re-
quested repatriation.

This .estimate was made in
Washington last week but there
since have been reports reach-
ing here that as many as 3,000
on Guam now wish to return
home.

The High Commissicner’s of-
fice lagt week confirmed that
talks were going on about re-
patriation with the South Viet-
namese, but today’s annocunce-
ment was the first cfficial ac-
knowledgment that Saigen had
formalized its assurances given
earlier that those, willing to re-
turn would be welcome.

Prince Sadruddin .said that
the Saigon Government’s ac-
ceptance of the refugees was
the “first and most important
step” to resolving the problem
and remarked that past expe-
riente had demonstrated that
weluntary repatriation “can be
the happiest of solutions,|
though it is seldom the easiest.”|
He said that the operation
would likely begin slowly and
gain momentum as it pro-
gressed.

These remarks suggested that
he was rebutting criticisms]
made in Washington last week|
that the United Nations had not[
acted more speedily on the re-
quests and that Saigon was ob-l
structing repatriation.




