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Secretary of Health and
Welfare Mario Obledo called
on the federal government
yesterday to prevent: Viet-
namese refugees from com-
peting for jobs with 655,000
unemployed American Viet-
‘nam war veterans.

Obledo- said state-
conducted interviews ' with
refugees at Camp Pendleton
‘indicated that approxiate-
ly 48,000 Vietnamese will
settle in California.

In a telegram to John Ei-
senhower, chairman of the
President’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Refugees, Obledo
said: “‘America’s 655,000 un-
employed Vietnam veterans
should not be forced to com-
pete  with refugees for

the - State

scarce jobs.”

' /Obledo also charged that
L te - Department’s’
sponsorship . program . will

" “‘eventually result in the
‘majority of refugees receiv-

ing welfare assistance.”

A Health and Welfare De-
partment spokesman said
it is not known how many of
the refugees are employable
but that. few of those inter--
viewed have skills presently
in demand. ; :

Obledo said interviews
with 1138 refugees indicated
that only one per cent of ref-
ugee children speak even
limited English and few ref-
ugees have substantial as-
sets — 97 per cent had less
than $4000. :
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