
NYTimeg MAY 2  4 1975 	 THE  NEW Y01- 2: 

.N . Official Denies That Saigon Hinders 
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By KATHLEEN TELTSCH 
Special to The New York Times 

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y., 
May 23 — A spokesman for 
Prince Sarudin Aga Khan, the 
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, today dis-
puted assertions made in Wash-
ington that Vietnamese refu-
gees wishing to return home 
were being impeded from do-
ing so. 

L. Dean Brown, director of 
the United States Government's 
Interagency Task Force on 
Indochina Refugees, said yes-
terday that 1,000 South Viet-
namese wanted to go home, 
but their return had been made 
difficult because of the "ob-
streperous attitude" of the of-
ficials of the new Provisonal 
Revolutionary Government in 
Saigon. 

Without mentioning Mr. 
Brown by name, the spokesman 
here said today that the repre-
sentatives of the Saigon Gov-
ernment "have been coop-
erating" with the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for 
Refugees on repatriation. 

"The P.R.G. would welcome 
the return of those who left 
the country recently," he 
added. 

Mr. Brown's statement  

prompted the High Commis-
sioner's office Hereto rebut the 
suggestion that Saigon was 
blocking repatriation and to 
underscore that its relations 
with the new regime have been 
"positive." 

The High Commissioner's of-
fice has representatives in Par-
is and Geneva, who have been 
dealing with the Saigon Gov-
ernment, and in Hanoi. How-, 
ever, there is no office in Sai-
gon. 
• Mr. Brown, in testifying be-

fore a House Judiciary sub 
committee had also implied 
that there was a delay in re-
patriation because the High 
Commissioner was waiting for 
asurances from Saigon that the 
returned Vietnamese would not 
be punished. 

The High Commissioner's 
representative here main-
tained that the possibility of 
punishment had never arisen, 
because the United Nations 
makes certain that the refugees 
i-re being returned voluntarily, 
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and that the Government is 
willing to have them back. 

"There have been no reprisal 
actions aken against refugees 
repatriated by this office," the 
spokesman said. "We ask refu-
gees to sign papers that they 
want to return home, and we 
assume that the countries tak-
ing them back are receiving 
them in a humane spirit. This 
has been the experience in 
Laos, Sudan and in many oth-
er instances of large-scale vol-
untary repatriation." 

In Washington, the Govern-
ment's task force said "it was 
pleased to learn Saigon authori-
ties' attitude toward repatria-
tion as reported today by 
representatives" of the United 
Nations High Commissioner. 

It also said that it "looked 
forward to the expeditious 
movement of those Vietnamese 
who have indicated their wish 
to return to their country." 

Protest Threatened 
FORT CHAFFEE, Ark., May 

23 (AP)—A spokesman for 107 

Ref ugeesWishing to Return Home 
Vietnamese refugees at the re-
settlement camp here says that 
the group will hold a protest 
demonstration unless the Unit-
ed States arranges , for their 
return to their homeland by 
next Thursday. X-cr tvz Ary 

Le Minh Tan, 44 'years old, 
who worked for the American 
Government in Saigon for 12 
years, said that he and the 
other refugees appreciated the 
help given them by the United 
States, "but we just want to 
go home." 

A Pentagon spokesman said 
that the group's request had 
been referred to the United.  
Nations High Commission for 
Refugees. 	 • 

The United Nations will send 
representatives here to inter-
view the refugees, but it is 
not known when they will ar-
rive, said Col. Joe Rogers, an 
Army public information officer 
here. 

Mr. Tan said that he had 
left Vietnam "to avoid being 
killed." 

"We did not know if the  

V.C.s [Vietcong] would kill us 
or not," he added. 

He said that he decided to 
return when he learned that 
the new government in Saigon 
had promised that Vietnamese 
going back t their country 
would not be killed. 

"Ift he United States Govern-
ment does not do us the favor 
of taking us back, we demon-
stwill have a small ration," 
he. said. "We will go on the 
streets and ask that we be 
taken Back." 

He said that the refugees 
who wanted to go home still 
had some fear. 

"But we think we die only 
one time," he said. "If we die, 
we die in Vietnam." 

Six of Mr. Tan's children 
were left in Saigon in the con-
fusion of evacuation. He said 
that most of the others who 
wanted to return also had fami-
lies in Vietnam. 

Cambodians Seek Return 
NEWPORT, R.I., May 23 (AP) 

—Twenty Cambodian naval of- 

ficers who have received per-
mission to remain in this coun-
try would return to their home-
land if their safety could be 
assured. 

"The majority would like to 
return to Cambodia if they 
could return with safety and 
no bloodletting or reprisals 
against their families," Frank 
P. Castelnovo, officer in change 
of the Office of Immigration 
and Naturalization in Pro-
vidence, said today. 

"Our people talked with 
them, and that was the feeling 
of all the officers," he said. 

Mr. Castelnovo said that the 
immigration office had granted 
the Cambodians final permis-
sion to remain in the United 
States for an indefinite perio4 
and seek work. 

The 20 junior-grade lieuten-
ants were attending an 18-week 
course at the Naval Education 
and Training Center here when 
their Government fell to Com-
munist-led insutgents in April. 
The officers graduated in a 
private ceremony. 


