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Licensing Steps to Practice|

in U.S. a Long Process
‘That Varies With State

By LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN

Special to The New York Times
CAMP PENDLETON, Calif.,
May 20—For about 350 Vietna-
mese refugee doctors, dentists
and medical students who are

awaiting security clearances to;

enter this country, the uncer-
tainty of the future includes
not just where they will settle
but when, if ever, they will
practice in this country.

Each state licenses doctors
on the basis of a series ot
examinations but the over-
whelming majority of the refu-
gee doctors have not taken
even the first step in the licens-
ing process. Depending on the
individual circumstances, it
could be several years before
many get a medical license.

Further, the prospects of
Vietnamese medical students
transferring to American medi-
cal schools appears bleak. The
arrival of these students comes
at a time when medical schools
are turning away qualified stu-
dents each year in record num-
bérs and when many of these
Americans are seeking M.D.
dégrees in foreign countries.

;But because the Vietnamese,
medical educational system
was patterned after the seven-
year French M.D. program,
some student refugees, depend-
ing on how well they do on
American examinations, may
be able to transfer to the later
stages of the four-year Ameri-
can medical schools,

Practice Varies Widely

.Though physicians speak a|,

universal scientific language
and their skills are transport-
able, the political systems

under which they practicel:

vary widely throughout the
world. The problem of doctors’
finding comparable jobs in the
United States reflects the
plight of the lesser skilled Viet-
namese refugees.

The estimated 120 Vietna-
mese doctors at Camp Pendle-
ton include a few who have
passed American examinations
certifying them specialists in
fields” such as obstetrics and
gynecology and several others

who have trained tor varying
périods of time in American
teaching hospitals.

»Yet now more than five Viet-
namese refugee doctors now

have licenses to practice in|.

any state, according to Dr, Ed-
ward Martin, who heads the
Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare’s National
Health Service Corps in Wash-
ington.

Nevertheless. Nebraska’s
state legislators among others,
have come to Camp Pendleton
to entice Vietnamese physicians
to. practice in rural doctorless
tdwns.

Clearing House Role

:But Dr. Martin observed in
a . telephone intgrvievyl “There

is a misconception that these
350 doctors represent some
type of bonanza for some small
ryral communities. I don’t
know how they can practice
medicine without a license.”
H.EEW. is acting as a clear-
inghouse in conjunction with
the-American Medical Assacia-|
tion, Dr. Martin said, to assess
ithe level of skills and training|.
of the Vietnamese doctors and|’

.then to advise them how to

bécome providers in the Ameri.
can health care delivery Sys-
tem.

‘“We're prepared for a new
life, but we're still in a state
of shock, from the evacuation,”

~.said Dr. Le Van Dung, a 30-

year-old general practitioner
who was a regimental surgeon
in' the Vietnamese army when
he fled South Vietnam.

+As Dr. Dung pointed to a
list of Vietnamese refugee doc-
tors that he had tacked on
tife wall of the clinic where
he was voluntarily treating ref-
ugees, he said, “A few of
‘us have taken the [prerequisite]
egaminationzs [for foreign doc-
tors] but most of us hadn’t
tHought about that” when prac-
ticing in South Vietnam.

#Most Vietnamese doctors are
ptepared to spend the addition-
al'years of training in American
h’;f)spitals that may be needed
before they can get a license,
D}Ar Dung observed. -

i Hope for More Training

i When he gets his American

license and is reunited with
his fiancee in Arkansas, Dr.
Dung said that “I'd like to
b G.P. where I could have
hgmam contact with patients.”

, Meanwhile, he added, “Pd
like to take additional trainin
i the United States and then
g0 to Africa or Brazil and
helpinan underdeveloped coun-
try for a while so the transition
{g American practice] won’t
be such a big one.”

'For others like 42-year-old
Dr. Nguyon Ngoc Giep, the
transition may be easier.
Dr. Giep, who spent five years
l%‘arning his specialty of ob-
stetrics in Philadelphia, said he
expected to join the staff of
in Augusta, with which he had
dn exchange program when he
was a professor at the Uni-
Was a profesofessor at the Uni-
\{ rsity of Saigon.

;. Dr. Giep. who was evacuated|
;ﬁith his wife, four sons and
flother, has run the obstetrics
¢linic at Camp Pendleton.
Dr. Giep seemed to be express-
thg the sentiments of so many
other refugees when he said,
“We just want to get out—it
would make everyone happier
because then we could begin|
¢& build our new lives.”
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