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24 Southeast Asians Apply 
For Welfare Aid in Area 

_ By Athelia Knight 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Twenty-four people in five 
families who fled Cambodia 
and Vietnam after Commu- 
nist victories have applied 
for public assistance in the 
Washington metropolitan 
area, social services officials 
said yesterday.' 

Officials in Arlington and 
Montgomery said '19 persons 
have been placed on the 
public assistance rolls, and 
that applications for five 
persons are pending in 
Prince George's and Arling-
ton counties. 

Other area social services 
workers said their offices 
had received several inquir-
ies about food stamps, medi-
cal assistance and welfare. 
for Vietnamese refugees. 

The refugees, they said, 
were seeking public assist-
ance as a temporary means 
of support until they learn 
English and can find a job. 

"Once they become em-
ployed we will close. their 
'case," said Mary Hall, intake 
eligibilitY, supervisor for the 
Arlington County social 
services office. "They might  

still be eligible for food 
stamps," she added. 

Miss Hall said the appli-
cants have come her office 
with friends or relatives 
who spoke English. "They 
don't speak English and I 
really think they're going to 
have trouble," she said. The 
social services office has 
been placing the applicants 
in English classes. 

A spokesman for the De-
partment of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare said na-
tional figures on the num-
ber of Vietnamese refugees 
who have applied for public 
assistance will not be avail-
able for at least •a month 
because state compile the 
information,cot the depart-

ment- 
Miss Hall said her office 

had approved applications 
for public assistance and 
food stamps from one' fam-
ily consisting of two par-
ents, sixchildren, .a brother 
and a grandmother. The of-
fice has an application for 
medical assistance' from 
Vietnames man waitng for 
approval, she said. 

To qualify for public. as-
sistance, a family must be 
needy and each member ei- 

ther a citizen or a legally'  
admitted alien, Miss Hall 
said. All of the Arlington ap-
plicants, she said, meet both' 
criteria. 

Under the Arlington pub-
lic assistance program, a 
family of 10 would receive 
$635 a month. 

Assistance payments to 
refugees in Arlington are 
presently coming from the 
regular county public assist-
ance program, paid for with 
local, state and federal 
money. 

Migs Hall said that if the 
President signs a bill provid-
ing aid to the refugees , un-

. der a federal program, the 
national government will 
bear the entire cost of the 
public assistance program 
for refugees. 

A $405 million appropria-
tions bill to aid the refugees 
was sent to the White Hotso 
last week. About $70 million'. 
of the appropriated money 
would go toward public as-
sistance, an HEW spokes-
man said. 

In 'Montgomery County, 
two applications .for public 
assistance from two families 
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have been approved, accord-
ing to Edward Bloom of the 
county's social services of-
fice. 

The appli,cants were de-
pendents of American citi-
zens and were placed in a 
category already within the 
ublic assistance program, 
oom said. 
Although his office has 

processed only two applica-
tions for public assistance, 
Bloom said, it has received 
about five inquiries concern-
ing public assistance for Vi-
etnamese refugees. He said 
the inquiries have come 
from people who plan to 
sponsor families and want 
to check on the program. 

-In 	Prince 	George's 
County, where on applica-
tion for public assistance for 
a family of four is expected 
to approved, a county offi-
cial said the office had also 
received several inquiries 
from sponsors. 


