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WASHINGTON,
North Vietnam’s fourth-rankin
Politburo member, who for th
last eight years secretly coordi-
nated activities against Saigon |
was reported (today to hayg
emerged as the apparent politi:
cal leader in South Vietnam

“lowing the Communist takes
over. ‘

The prominence given the
public appearance of the Polit-
buro member, Pham Hung, last
week at -celebrations marking
the Communist victory was re-
garded by the American intelli-
gence community as a sign
Hanoi probably plans to di
developments in South Vie
closely.

For the mement, how
the prevailing view of Ame 3
specialists is that a separat
South Vietnamese governmen
will be permitted to eXisﬁ?ga@@dl
establish diplomatic relations
around the world unde
oi’s guidance. :

Mr. Hung was born in
is now South Vietnam, m
north. in~the nineteen-fi i
and held a number of top j'dbg,j
including First Deputy Premier,
in Hanoi, before going under-
ground in 1967 and assuming
command secretly of the Cen-|
tral Office for South Vietnam,'
which directed the political and,
military war effort against Sai-!
gon. .

Mr. Hung was never publicly
identified by Hanoi as the head
of operations in South Vietnam,,
but American analysts said
they learned of his job through
‘Communist defectors, captured
documents and intercepted:
messages. ~

When . former
Richard M. Nixon ordere
American troops into Cambeg
in the spring of 1970, he
then that'lie hoped the fo!
would" destroy the headquas:
ters, then believed to be iff

President

Continued on Page 10, Column 4

5

May 19—/

Continued From Page 1, Col. 1

Cambodia near Tay Ninh Prov-
ince of South Vietnam.

But intelligence  analysts
never believed there was a per-
manent headquarters. They said
that it moved around con-
stantly.

In recent years, Mr. Hung
was believed to have had his
headquarters one the Vietna-
mese side of the border.

There was general surprise
in ‘the intelligence community
when Hanoi and Saigon, in offi-

_|cial reports last Thursday, pub-
Jicly put Mr. Hung at the top

of the list of South Vietnamese
officials ' welcoming a North
Vietnamese delegation to
S,ajgpn for the celebrations.

£ Titles Are Listed

“Mr. Hung was identified in
‘the:Communist accounts of the
event as a “member -of the

|Vietnam Workers party Cen-:

tral Committee Political Bureau |

and secretary of the South
Vietnam party organization.”
The Vietnam Workers party
is the Communist party of
Hanoi. It was referred to dur-
ing the long war as having

i|“the major guidance role” in

the revolution. But before the

/|was publicly

fall of Saigon Hanoi always in-
sisted that the struggle in
South Vietnam was led by the
‘Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment and the National Lib-
‘eration Front.

Both these organizations

: |were usually called the “Viet-

cong” in the West.

In listing Mr. Hung, the Com-
munist reports ranked him
ahead of Nguyen Huu Tho, the
head of the National Libera-

‘{tion Front, and Huynh Tan

Phat, president of the Provi-

[sional Revolutionary Govern-

ment. In Communist countries,
including North Vietnam, the
order of precedence is usually
meant to indicate the political
ranking of party members and
others. '
Other Leaders Named

In addition to Mr. Hung, the
Communist accounts also listed
the name of Nguyen Van Linh,
who. was identified as the
deputy secretary of the South
Vietnam party organization.
Mr. Linh, who was also known
as Muoi Ui, -was believed to
be a member of the North Viet-
namese party Central Commit-
tee, and was Mr. Hung’s deputy
in charge of political work.

Mr. Hung’s military deputy,
Lieut. Gen. Tran Van Tra, has

{|already emerged as head of the

Saigon area Military Adminis-

o/ | trative Commitiee.

Another Hanoi official who
identified last
week was Vo Chi Cong, listed
as a member of the Hanoi party
Central Committee, and the
chief political officer in Da

‘|Nang.

‘He was listed by the Saigon
radio as “‘secretary of the Zone

Pham Hung of Hanoi has
attained political promi-
nence in Saigon.

Y

5 Vietnam Workers party com-|
mittee.” !

Zone 5 is the way Hanoi has|

traditicnally described the Da’
Nang orea, indicating to Ameri-
can analysts that, politically,
Hanoi is directing affairs in the
old way, although formally
Da Nang is still part of South
Vietnam.

Joined Ho Chi Minh

Mr. Hung, 62 years old, was
born in Vinh Long Province in
1912, According to a United:
States Government biography,
Mr. Hung joined the “Revoly.
tionary Youth League” of the
late Ho Chi Minh in the nine-
teen-twenties and in 1930 was
a founding member of the Indo-
chinese Communist party.

In 1931, he was sentenced to
death by the French but his
sentence was commuted to life
imprisonment on the island of
Poulo Condore, now known as
Son Island. He was freed in
August, 1945, joined the Viet-
minh forces, and became g
member of the military com-
mand in the south.

After the Geneva peace con-
ference in 1954 split Vietnam
in half, Mr. Hung became head
of the cease-fire committee in
South Vietnam and in 1955
head of the Vietminh liaison
mission in Saigon.

To Hanoi in 1955

He moved to Hanoi in 1955
and joined the party Politburo
in 1957. In 1960 he became
First Deputy Premier to his old
compatriot, Pham Van Dong. In
1967 he replaced Gen. Nguyen
Chi Thanh as head of opera-
tions in the South after Gen-
eral Thanh died.

It is generally assumed in the
intelligence ~community here
that Hanoi plans to units North
and South Vietnam eventually.
But, for the moment, because

of the different economies and
life-styles in the two Vietnams,!
it has chosen to
unification.

go slow onjg



