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|Crists Over Base Is Eased

By MALCOLM W. BROWNE "

Special to The New York Times

BANGKOK, Thailand, May
19—The Thai Government ac-
cepted as a formal apology
today an American note ex-
pressing regret over the mis-
understandings that had arisen
over use of a Thai base to re-
cover the Mayagiiez and her
Ccrew.

Soon after the note had been
delivered the Thai Foreign Min-
ister, Maj. Gen. Chatichai
Choonhaven, said at a news
conference that the case was
closed and that he believed
“bygones should be bygones.”
He said word had been sent
to leaders of a demonstration
that had been going on cutside
the American Embassy since
Saturday that they should call
it off.

There were still several hun-

dred demonstrators outside the|

embassy at nightfall, with
‘I spokesmen continuing to offer

threats and insults over loud-
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speakers, but soon thereafter
they withdrew.

‘At the news conference the
Foreign Minister drew special
attention to the part of the
United State note—replying to
a Thai protest against the use
of the U Taphao base in freeing
the freighter and her 3%-man
crew from . Cambodian con-

- and agreements with the United

trol—that said:

“The policy of the United
States continues
specting the sovereignty and
1ndepﬂpaeuce of Thelland The
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to be of re-

.2 delegation from the new Sai-

- ment of new relations between

" that “to build a peaceful and
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unique circumstances that have
led to the recent turn of events
do not alter this traditional re-
lationship, and are not going
to be repeated.

“The Government of the
United States looks forward
to working in harmony and
friendship with the Royal Thai
Government.”

While the Thai- Amerlcen dip-
lomatic crisis appearad eased,

gon Government ended a three-
day visit saying that “favorable
conditions for the establish-

the Republic of South Vietnam
and Thailand” had not been
created. ’

The major sticking point was
a demand by the three-member
mission that aircraft, ships and
military  equipment  brought
here by Vietnamese refugees

should be returned to Saigon.
The mlusxon has also demanded
that the United States return
the South Vietnamese planes it
removed from Thailand on the
ground that they had been pro-
vided to the former Govern-
ment as military aid.

The statement also asserted

independent Southeast Asia,
the withdrawal of United States
military bases and United
States troops from this region
is very urgent and indispen-
sable.” ,

‘The diplomatic crisis be-
tween Thailand and the United

" tacitly agreed.

States arose last week when a

Marine contingent was airlifted
to the base at U Taphao, near
Bangkok. The marines who
recovered the Mayagiiez, an
American container ship, and
her crew were flown from
there.

The Thai Government, which
is trying to establish relatlons
with the Communist Govern-
ments of Asia, charged that
the United States did not ask
permission to use the base for
an operation that both embar-
rassed the Government and vio-
lated Thai sovereignty. |

Premier Kukrit Pramoj or-!
dered the recall of the Thai Am-|
bassador from Washington and
a complete review of treaties

States, especially those pertain-|
ing to bases, which played a
vital role in the Indochina war.

Recently the .Thai Govern-
ment demanded that all Ameri-
can forces—currently about 25,-
000—be withdrawn by the end
of February; the United States

The Thai Foreign Mlmster

said at his new conference that
in view of the American apol-
ogy the Thai Ambassador would
be called home merely for a few
days’ consultations. He said
also that Thailand would work
harmoniously with American
officials.

The United States, in its note,
said of its response to the
seizure of the Mayagiiez: “It is,
clear that by its action the1
United States was able to coun-|

tions and to the world’s com-
merce presented by this 111egal

and unwarranted
with  international shipping
Iroutes in the Gulf of Thailand.”

“The United States Govern-

derstanding of - the problem
caused the Royal Thai Govern-
ment and wishes to repea& 1ts
regret,” the note said. - -
Despite the apparent resolu-
tion of the Mayaguez crisis, re-
cent events have demonstrated
growing potential danger o the
Thai Government, both from
neighboring Communist coun-
tries: and from. internal forces.
Nonetheless, = senior Western

|
mterference :

diplomats take an optimistic
view, based on the idea that
once Thailand is disencumbered
of American military forces,,
much of the pressure will be
relieved. They see her as a neu-|
tral country on good terms:
with her neighbors as well as:
with the rest of the world. i
There is another widespread
view. Pessimists say that no|
government has succeeded in!
coming to grips with the cor-:
ruption that keeps many people
in thrall to dishonest officials.
and policemen. In recent years,
economists say, the gulf. be-

itween the fiew rich and manv
poor in this country of 40 mil.
jlion has widened.
: It is estimated that more
han 320,000 Thais live under |
tr'e control of a Communist |
guerrilla apparatus.”
g The Government is one ‘6F
i the weakest since World War 11
being a coalition of 14 fre-
uently - quarreling  parties.
oubt remains as to what the
@ititude would be if the United
i tmes found ‘it necessary to
‘&se a Thai base for evacuation’
, f Americans from Laos, where
pxe Commumst led Path?t Lao
s showing inc 12 domina
'or In any ¢z ¢ United
tates appears to have bmmd
tself to act only with the Th
iovernment’s permission.

~ Cambodia offers Amity ]

BANGKOK, May 19 (UPI} —
‘The new Camnod\an Govern-
;ment offered fnendehlp to “I'fw—
land today and’ denic
‘that it demanded that -
der be pushed half a mile info
iThai territory.

l - “Cambodia “and her peopk
wish that the two neighborir:
{countries, Cambodia and 1.,

ment wishes to’express its-un-- *

land, live peacefully within thel
limits of their own territory as
neighbors forever,” the Cam-
bodian Infcrmation Ministry
said in a broadcast monitored
here.




