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Lost orphans 

Crippled 

Vietnamese 

boy should 

be with 

his new 

parents in 

Fremont now, 

but he's 

missing 

somewhere 

in the U.S. 



Mr. and Mrs. 
James Jones 

with twins, 
Sarah and 
Katy, and 

Emilee 

—Examiner photo by Seymour Snaer 

By Alan Cline 

Had the Communists de-
layed their move into Saigon 
a few days, chances are 
Nguyen Van Phong, a black 
Vietnamese crippled by po-
lio, would be one of the 
Jones boys, big brother to 
three little girls in Fremont. 

An 8-year-old would have 
joined a Hayward family 
with four children and an 
other child without disability 
would have joined a second 
Hayward family that al-
ready has six adopted chil-
dren. 

The three were among 14 
boys set for adoption early 
in the year through the 
Kuan Yin Foundation of 
Burlington, Canada, a To-
ronto suburb. 

But the chaos of an ending 
war disrupted everything. 
Canadian •surgeon Dr. Rob-
ert Ferrie flew into Saigon 
in April to pick up the 14, 
but he arrived too late. 

He now says he learned 
t h e children were taken 
from a n orphanage and 
flown to the United States 
aboard an Air Force plane. 
Their departure was super-
vised, h e says he has  

learned, by the Catholic Re-
lief Service. 

And now neither Ferrie 
nor the parents can find out 
where the children are. One 
priest verifies they left Sai-
gon. Another says he is cer-
tain they were flown to the 
East Coast. 

CRS officials refuse to di-
vulge any information. A 
New York attorney has been 
hired by the parents and the 
foundation. 

(Calls by The Examiner to 
CRS in New York and its 
parent organization, Catho-
lic Social Services in Wash-
ington, drew a blank. Offi-
cials were reported visiting 
refugee camps in the South.) 

"We have unconfirmed re-
ports that the Catholic agen-
cy has placed the children," 
attorney Leon Rosen said in 
a telephone interview. "But 
every inquiry has met with 
resistance. A veil of secrecy 
has been. dropped over the 
affair." 

Most of the 14 had black 
father's. Seven are polio vic-
tims. All are abandoned 
children in the hard-to-place 
older category. 

But Dr. Ferrie had ar-
ranged for adoptions, work-
ing through a U.S.-
recognized children's adop-
tion agency based in Den-
ver. 

The adopting parents had 
been investigated by the 
proper agencies. They had 
been sent pictures and back-
ground information on the 
youngsters. 

Mrs. Marilyn Jones calls 
Nguyen Van Phong her son, 
and has spent more than 
$500 in telephone calls trying 
to find the 5-year-old. 

"We worry about him," 
she said. "Somebody, some- 
place has to know where he is.,, 

Mrs. Jones a n d her hus-
band, James, had been 
planning to adopt several 
years ago when she became 
pregnant. Now she has twins 
Sarah and Katie, 141/2 
months, along with Emilee, 
31/2. She feels she can raise 
a boy whose one leg is about 
4 inches shorter than the 
other. 

Jones is a $14,000 machine 
tender who also attends col-
lege full time. 

Les Marquis teaches Latin 
at Hayward High School. He 
and his wife, Carol, have 
four children (one adopted), 
and they figured they could 
handle another. They had 
signed, up for an 8-year-old, 
also a polio victim. 

Marquis said attempts to 
obtain information through 
government a n d private 
agencies failed and it de-
pressed him to think that so 
few people cared. 

"I'm not out to get any-
one," he added. 

He feels that he and the 
other families were forced 
into legal action to find the 
children they had been seek-
ing for at least two months. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pedro Cas-
tillo of Hayward already 
have six adopted children 
and felt they could handle a 
seventh. They signed up for 
a non-handicapped 6 year 
old. 

She says that if the Catho-
lic Relief Service has placed 
the children, it was a spur of 
the moment action. some-
thing not in the best interest 
of the children. 


