SEhbte, 79-2, Votes Refugee Aid;
Ford Expected to Sign Promptly
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WASHINGTON, May 16—The
Senate gave final Congressional
approval today to a $405-mil-
lion spending bill that is ex-
pected to accelerate the reset-
‘tlement of Indochina refugees.
| The bill, which was passed
'‘by a 79-2 vote, goes to Pres-
ident Ford, who is expected
to sign it promptly even though
it provides $102-million less
than he originally sought.

Once Mr. Ford signs the bill,
according to Senate aides, the
money will be available to
operate the refugee relief pro-
gram even though a separate
bill authorizing the program
and setting its guidelines will
probably not receive final Con-
gressional approval until next
‘week.

the usual Congressnona] prac~
tice of first enacting a - Biil
to authorize and define a Fed-
eral program and then passing
at a later date a separate ap-
propriations bill actually “pro-
viding - the funds to carry out
the previously authorlzed pro-
gram.

By passing without change
and sending to the White House
the $405-million appropriations

ing appeals from the Admin~
Istration that existing: funds
to transport, feed and house
the South - Vietnamese :-and
Cambodian refugees were run-
ning out.

The refugee pro:gram has

It was a rare departure from
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been operating on $98-million
in borrowed money from othet
foreign aid programs. Adminis-
tration officials have said that
the infusion of new funds will
enable the Government to con-
tract with nine voluntary relief
agencies to begin moving the
refugees from crowded camps
at Camp Pendleton, Calif., Fort
Chaffee, Ark., and Englin Air
Force Base, Fla., to new homes
throughout the United States.

Earlier today the Senate
passed,- 77 to 2, its version
of the refugee authorization
measure, But since it differds
slightly from the authorization
bill also passed last Wednesday|©
by the House. The House,
which next meets on Mcnday,
can accept the Senate bill or
send it to a Senate-House con-
‘ference to reconcile differences.

Two Dissenting Votes

The Senate bill would g set
a ceiling of $405-million on
the cost of the refugee pro-
gram, while the House bill
would impose a limit of $507-
million, the amount originally
requested by Mr. Ford.

Also, the Senate version con-
tained an amendment by Sena-
tor George McGovern, Demo-
lcrat of  South Dakota, that
would require a survey of re-
fugees to determine if any
wished to return to Indochina
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bill that had been appro\icd :
Wednesday night by the Hau§;. :
the Senaté appeared to be heed-

und Measture
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and would permit the u§’
funds to return them.

Voting against both the au-
thorization and the appropria-
tions hills were Senators Jesse
A. Helms of North Carolina
and William L. Scott of Virgi-
nia, both ccnservative Republi-
cans.

The Senate reiected, 75 to
5, a substitute measure pro-
posed by Mr. Helms that would
have funded the refugee pro-
grams with private voluntary
contributions instead of Federal
funds. Mr. Helms attached a
icheck for $1,000 to his amend-
ment and proposed .that each
member of Congress also put
up $1,000.

“it is time we quite fooling

ourselves about the meaning
of generosity,” he said. “Let
us now provide real leadership,
with personal responsibility,
and reach into our own wallets
instead of into the taxpayers
wallets.”

Senator John J. Sparkman,
Democrat of Alebama who is
chairman of the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee, told the
Senate that passage of the refu-
gee authorization bill “hopeful-
Iy will mark the end of cur
involvement in Indochina” anc
would help the 4

in

zerugees
the finest tradl ion of the UmL-
ed States.”

The apuronrmtlons bill woulm
provide $305-million to trans- 1
povt the refugees to the campe
and maintain them there and!

for grants to voluntary relief

organizations to resettle the
refugees in the United States.

Another $100-millioh would:

be provided for medical aid,

welfare and social service bene-i

fits, and language and voca-
tional training that may be
needed for their resettlement.
The funds would be -available
through June 30, 1976.

The Defense Department re-
ported ~today that 126,989 re-
fugees were in or had passed
through the processing system.
Of these, 44,635 were at the
three refugee camps in

the|

United States and anocther 18,-'

801, mostly relatives of United
States  citizens had been
processed through the centers.
The Pentagon said that 60,473
others were at military sites
in the Pacific, with another
5,080 on their way to the Paci-
fic sites.




