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U.S. Official Testifies Camps

| Are Blocked by Screening
and Lack of Finances
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WASHINGTON, May 12—
The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, moving with un-
usual speed, approved today
legislation to aid Indochina
refugees after limiting the pro-
gram’s cost to $405-million.

The action came after L. Dean
Brown, Director of the Inter-
agency Task Force on Refugees,
told the committee that the

refugee camps on Guam and|

in the United States had be-
come “blocked” because of
time-consuming security checks
of the incoming refugees and
because voluntary agencies did
not have the funds to resettle
the refugees who had already
been screened.

Meanwhile more than 16,000
South  Vietnamese refugees
streamed off four merchant ves-
sels-'in--Apra Harbor, Guam.
[Page 21.] }

Fourth Camp Weighed

The $405-million limit, which
was the same -figure approved
last Thursday by a House ap-
propriations subcommittee, was
less than the $507-million re-
quested by President Ford, but
Government officials adminis-
tering the program for South
Vietnamese and Cambodian
refugees have said that they
could work w1th the reduced
amoun% 2

g? nate commlitee :action,
Which ganfe on .2 13t0-0 vote
a,fter only one three-hour hear-
mg thxs morning, indicated that
both ‘houses would -approve
similar refugee legislation, per-
haps by the end . of this week.
A spokesman for the Depart-

ment of Defense said the Pen-
tagon was considered setting
up a fourth refugee camp at
another military installation in
the United States because the
three ceners a Camp Pendle-
on, Calif., Fort Chaffee, Ark.,
and Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.,
were becoming ‘overcrowded.

Senator John' J. Sparkman,
Democrat of Alabama who is
chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, said his
panel’s measure would be ready
for action by the full Senate
tomorrow.

The House is planning to act
Wednesday on two refugee
bills — one authorizing the re-|
settlement program. but with-
out limiting the cost that was
adopted last Thursday by the
House Judiciary Committee,

iand the second bill actually ap-
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